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T His Polemicall Treatiſe, inti- 
, tled, Vindicie Mzniſfteris E- 
vangelici, is in my judgment ſoim.- 
pregnable(as tending to corred the 
ſhamefull abuſe of theſe Times, 
|wherein men, having-no Calling, 
preſumptuouſly take upon them the 
Ottice of Gods Miniſters, and to | 
preach publiquely unto thepeople) 
and fo judiciouſly and ſufficiently 
handled, that I approve it worthy 
to be printed and publiſhed, 


Fohn Downame. 


he mg—_ _- <—_— _— 
— — 


lth AR AR fre rh | 
March 23..1651. 


T His Polemicall Treatiſe, inti- 
, tled, Vindicie Mzniſfteris E- 
vangelici, is in my judgment ſoim.- 
pregnable(as tending to corred the 
ſhamefull abuſe of theſe Times, 
|wherein men, having-no Calling, 
preſumptuouſly take upon them the 
Ottice of Gods Miniſters, and to | 
preach publiquely unto thepeople) 
and fo judiciouſly and ſufficiently 
handled, that I approve it worthy 
to be printed and publiſhed, 


Fohn Downame. 


"= it 
” wo 4 4 
— 


, gy 8 
WS 


 VINDICIZES > +Þ$ 
MINISTER!I EVANGSLICI, 
A Vindication of the great Ordinance of God 
viz. AG 0 $PEL-MINISTRY; In which. 
theſe enſuing Queſtions are ſhortly diſcult, 


16 $2. 24 mea be: 


(1 Whether under the Goſpel there be ſuch a funfion «« the Miniſtry, & 
viz. ſome particular prrſons appointed to preach the Word and ad- 
miniſt:r the Sacraments. 


þ Whether na more be required for this funTiot, to axthorize men 


ordinarily 10 preach, interpret, and apply Scriptmres, then that they | 
bave giftr,and be defired to exercije them. | | 


A 


: 3» Whetber thoſe that ordifiarily preach , open and apply Scriptures, 
_ be ſet apart by the Prechytery. . | | 
4 Whukber the laying on: of the band of the Prechytery can be omitted 
in Scripturall Ordination without fin. 
5+ Whether Chriſtions that make a conſcience of bearing the Word of 
God,can without fin hear ſuch preach,open,or apply Scriptures,as are 
> 


| rt ordained,but meerly gified men,&c. 


: 


0 


' n , £Y 
The Affirmative part of the firſt and third queſtions, and the New + 
gative part of the three others is maintained,and the judgements of former 
Divines in them a ar z rand the conſiderable Argoments on the 
contrary parts brought by Anabeptiſts, Socinians, Ereſtians,s iS 4 

anſwered,and br arc anſwered to them by Zaxcby, Aretius,Chemmi 
tim, Me'ty7,(«lvin, Rutherford, Gille(py,Seamen,and others,is gathered up and 
FR rogether with tte Authors own opinion and anſwer, where he 

th judged ic needfull to adde any thing. 


By Jobn (ullengs. M.A. & Preacher of Gods word in Nerwich. 
| Neque probamui dogma Anaboprifſicum ezicuique licere fungi Mimſttrin,Zanchins 


in quartum praceptum,p.977;v,hare 77 2,Eft igitny dogme ſeditioſum & diabs- 
= bo aitibes fore di/rimine Jermittendis finSiowits + 
bid 
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licum, dogma Anabept 
2 Eccleſsafticam ſuſcipere, && Ecclefiam docere.\bid. 


$ Rom. 10.14, 15, How ſball they beare without a Preacher Fan bow ſhall the 
preach except they beſemt? | XF ek, | 
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To all in the Nation, that deſire 


to walke in their Relations, as becomes 
the Goſpell of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
whether they be ſuch as areto take care 
for the ſending forth of Lebourers into 
the Lords Vineyard, or more private 
Chriſtians; whether ſuch as be more em- 


nently giit 


ed, and conceive themſelves fat 


to teach others, or ſuch as onely deſire to 
be taught according to the truth of the 


Goſpel. 


Homonred and beloved in the Lord, 


T is the opinion of ſome, That the 
iginall cauſe of all the miſe- 

ries of the ſonnes of men, was: 
an ambition in Adam and Eve to 
be above their Maker; That they 
aſpired to an equality with him 


is plain,'Gex.3. v.35. this itch of prideand ambition 
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feet, and a lanthorne to his paths. -Reaſon'is the 
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the veines of every ſoule. There was never in the 
warld any Will-worſhip, buta ſpirituall Chymiſt | 
that will trace it into1ts neſt, will finde1t caflow | 


in theſe cauſes; ever ſince the devil beſotted man, | , 


he hath had a vanity to think himſelfe wiſer then 
God. Hence it is, that the ſons of men have been 
continually giving Lawes to themſelves, and it 
hath been 'the ſence in ſhort-of eve | 
heart continually: We will xot have this God to. reign 
over #9. Princes. corrupted have diſdained to 
make him their Cou»ſellor, and corrupt Prieſts 
have diſdained to rake him for their Hrg#-Prieft, 
yea.there is not the meaneft worme but hath an 
higher ; opinion-- of the imagieations of his. owne 
heart, for the guide of his waies, then of the Word 
of God, and ſcornes too to make that a l:ght fo his 


| 


great Idoll of corrupt ſoules ; ſome ſpeake plaine 
and telbys there 1s no other God but what dwels 
in us, and Reaſon is hez the moſt ſpeake it in ef- 
fet : For how few is there either amongſt Prin- 
ces or people,that will yaile their Reaſon to a di- 
vine precept f andin truth whoever cannot doe it 
adyanceth himſelf above him who is called God, 
andadoreth himſelfe.inſtead of, his Maker, and 
is as much an Idolater as he that bowzeth downe 
to a grayen Image, This fin is the fountaine of all 
Diſobeditnce, and the originall of all quarrels be- 
twixt God and man: Man quarrels with God 
becauſe he will not let him rule himſelfe ; 'and 
God with man, hecauſe man will not let himrule 
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over him. God hath begun to contend,and willl 
feare yet contend more with the policies of the 
Earth,for not ſubmitting to the righteouſneſle of 
his Lawes, ſo much-earnall wifdome as is mixt in; 
a Nations Laws, . which 1s contrary to the/divine 
wiſdome of the great Law-giver;ſomuch rotten- 
nelle there is in the bones of that Nation. Carnall 
policie pleads for toleration for the 7dolater and | 


Blaſphemer, for leagues with 1dplateri;tor ftrengthe- 
ning of Nations, If the Law of God:ſpeaks other- 
wiſc we may ſtare, but God ſhall ſite us for it; 
we may make leagues, but they ſhall not ſtavd. 1 
never looke. toſee a Natyon eſtabliſhed in peace, 
till. Moſes his five Books. be to the Rulers of it in- 
ſtead of BraFon,and Cooke,and Fuſtinian,efc.Thoſe 
that examine will finde that all the pleadings of 
corrupt hearts againſt the Judiciall Law (fo Br as 


{it isan Appendix tothe Morrall) For the pattern 


of -Lawes to-Nations are founded in this itch of 
corruption , toadvance-ourowne' reaſon above 
the Lords will. | 

But if in the ordering of policies and Common- 
wealths, and our particular converſations, our 
proud hearts will needs give Lawes to out ſelves; 
yet one would think there ſhould be fomuch in- 
genuity left in man, as to be directed by the Lord 
in thoſe things which concern his Worſhip, yet 
even in this man could never put the-neck of his 


Reaſon under the Lords feet. No ſooner: had 
the Lord given the Jewes a rule for his Worſhip, 
and forbidden them a worfhipping of him by 


a 3 graven 


RSS 
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| ſtition of the Prelates,the Altar-worſhip,&c. was 


that an Image would put them better in mind of 
Jehovah,they bow down to a Calfe, Exod.32. In 
ſhort, there was no Idolatry or Will-worſhip 
which we have read of, but was brought in upon 
this ſcore. Hence it was that the Jewes under the 
Goſpell ſubmitted not to the righteou(/neſſe of _ 
From hence was the Apoſtacy and Idolatry of the 
latter times;All the fopperies of the Romiſh Church 
are founded upon this foundation 3 All the ſuper- 


To the Reader. TR 


graven Images, but their reaſon telling of them | 


rooted here. Why kneeling rather then ſotting at 
the Lords Table? but botant: reaſon told them it 
was the more reverent poſture. Thus man would 
never be content that { as Lord ſbould give Laws 
to his own houſe, like a ſullen ſervant, that will 
not let his Maſter rule his own Family by his own 
will,and according to his own pleaſure. 


corrupt hearts, who upon this ſcore have corrup- 
ted the Doctrine, Worſhip, or Diſcipline of the 
Church. And hence it is that there hath been ſo 
frequentneed of AReformations. 

The worke of which hath onely been to purge 
the Church of Chriſt from the ſluttery of carnall 
reaſo#, to reduce againe the wiſdome of corrupt 
hearts, and to bring it in obedience to the wiſdone 
which is from above, which is accounted folly 
with men. 

This was the great Worke which God put in- 


| 


toour Parliaments hands in the yeare 1641; _ 
| An 


In all ages there have been ſome or other of | 


| 


— 


— 


| 


' Lords Arke, but a tender conſcienced Chriſtian | 


| their Adminiſtrations, inſtead of excommunicas- | 


To the Reader. 


And it was but time for ſome toundertake it, 
when there was ſcarce a pot of Manna in the 


taſting was ready to cry, Death is in the pot. | 


nian,and Socinian principles; T mean the Dodrine | 
preached in all parts of the Nations. | 

Our Worſhip polluted with Romiſh cringings,and 
Altar-worſhippings.and a fardell of unwritten Ce- 
remonies, 

Our Diſcipline tainted both in the head and 
heart. The Officers Apocryphal in their very names 
inſtead of Evangelicall Paſtors, Teachers,E ».,and 
Deacons, we had uncircumciſed Archbiſhops,Prela- 
ticall Biſhops,Priefts, together with a rabble of An- 
tichriſtian Chancellors,Commiſſaries, Deans Prebends, 
Cantons,Choriſters,Trofors Singing-men,&c.And for 


ting drunkards , fornicators, &c. we had in every | 
Pariſh-church ringing with Excommwrications a- 

ainſt godly Miniſters and people that could not 
fabeait to their Will-worſhippings, and approve 
their abominations. 

And ſuch as were their a&ions, ſuch were their 
perſons, Wickedneſle went forth from the Prieſt 
into the whole Land ; who more lewd and pro- 
hane then thoſe that were to be examples of 

lineſſe in purity of Lite and Dodrine > 

It pleaſed our Worthies aſſembled in Parlia- 
ment to ſet their ſhoulders to the Lords worke 
and to begin to cleanſe his houſe. ' 


To 
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Our Doftrine was corrupted with Popiſh, Armi- \. 


——_ 


To the Reader. « | 


To this end godly Miniſters were reſtored , and 
fcandalous Popiſh Prieſts rejefted (For what is the 
1 ſalt that hath loſt its ſavor good for but to be thrown on 
the dunghill ) Apocryphall Officers were taken a- 
way,and their irregular actings forbiddenzA lear- 
held and godly Aflembly was choſen to conſult 
and adviſe conceruving a Dire@ory for Worſhip , . a 
confeſſion of Faith,and a:\form of Diſcipline. Aſtor a 
long time, and many ſerious debates, all of them 
were preſented to them, and by their Civill San- 
Qion ratified and confirmed. | 

And that the form of ſound Doctrine might be 
kept, and Eccleſiaſtical). adminiſtrations purely 
and regularly adminiſtred , it pleaſed-the Par- 
liament further to take.care that the Aſlembly 
{ſhould conſult the Scriptures concerning the 
Willof God, for the __ Ordination and ap- 
pointing of ſuch as ſhould miniſter in the things 
of God, both preaching the Word, and adminis 
ſtring Sacraments, &c. and at laſt toeſtabliſh an 
Order for the Scripturall Ordination of ſnch as ſhould 
be authorized to Ecclefaſticall Adminiſtrations , pro | 
hibiting any not ſo ordained from ufurping the 
ſacred Office of the Miniſtry,&c. 

But behold ! troubles multiplying in the Nati- 
on,.and, the ſervants care of, the Church ſleeping, 
TheEnemy. (that alwaies fiſteth in troubled!was 
ters) ſoweth tares, The ſame meaſure which/Ex- 
ther reforming in Germany met with,didourRe-. 
formers in England meet withalſo,: frommen of 
| the ſame principles. hers Z 
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To obſtru&t the Reformation of Fngland in 
Dodrine, the Devill muſtred up a Legion of An- 
tinomians, Anabaptiſts, Arminians, A4ntiirinitari- 
ans, Arians , as if all the routed companies of E- 
bron, Cerinthas, Photinws, V alentinus, Telagize, Ser- 
vetws, Stoik Muncer, Tohn a Leyden, Arminizs , had 
met at a generall rendezvous in England, and lit-, 
ted themſelves under Beſt, ſtokes, Bgdle, Fry, &c. 
and all the Famihſts, and Libertines, Antinomi- 
ans,&c. which were routed in New England, were 
againe liſted nnder ſeverall Chieftaines in #hzs 
Nation. 

To obſtru&t the Reformation of _ and Di- 
's m9avagf many ſeverall Coloxrs were diſplayed 
of SeFaries , the molt pleading againſt all Govern- 
ment of the Church for the licentious liberty of 
their hearts;that would have the old condemned 
Atheiſticall. Decree revived , /t liceat quo quiſque 
velit Ritu Deum colere, that every one might wor- 
{hi P God after the imagination of his own heart. 


could deviſe no better ſtratagem than the declai- 
ming of the Miniſteriall Funtlion, To beſiege this 
Caſtle ( which we truſt the Ervious one will finde 
ſcituated upon a rock ) Satan muſters up Troops 
of Eraſtians, and Socinians, and Anabaptiſts, theſe 
proclaime, That the world hath bin cheated with 
the Notion of a Miriſteriall calling. Every Chri- 
ſtian is a ſrieſ# to the moſt high God, and hath 


nd in order to the effeQting of this,the Devill | 


— ———————— 


authority to preach and adminiſter Sacraments, 


there needs no other calling but gifts,&c.But this 
b being 


—— 
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| To the Reader. 


| being the notorious deligne of Satan and his In- 
ſtruments one formerly indeavoured in vain 
to corrupt) now to deſtroy the Miniſtry, I ſhall 
deſire you but to obſerve how Satan hath mana- 
ged his Plot. | 

He hath ſtirred up ſome to broach DoGrines to 
this effe#; That the Miniſtry is zeedleſe, all the 
Lords people are Prophets, this was Korahbs lan- 
guage, Nev. 16, Aaron and Moſes took upon them 
too much, all the Lords people are holy, 

Another party he hath ſet to endeavour the with- 
drawing of their maintenance; thus Inlian the Apg- 
ſtate thought to make an end of the Miniſtery 3 
thus the Dev*: would ſtarve out his enemies that 
he cannat take by ſtorme ; to this purpoſe how 
many petitions have beene preſented, (though 
bleſſed be Gad he hath hitherto ſtopt our Rulers 
ears againſt them)for taking away of tythes, and 
that their ſpight was againlt a livelihood for the 
| Miniſtry, is plaine; for you never yet heard thoſe 
| Petitioners petition that firſt another way of 
maintenance might be ſetled, yet theſe(innocent 
men |) wonld not deſtroy the Miniſtry, no they 
would onely ſtarve themznat ſtab them _no,onely 
ſuck way their bloud. 

A third party Satan ſets to diſcredit their Do- 
Frine; theſe trumpet it abroad that the Minitſters 
preach lies, their No&rine is falſe, and to this 
end they Print and Preach, and wrelſt the words 
of their Teachers, and cavill at the expreſſions 
which they doe not underſtand, 


" 


© Toube Reader. 


A fourth proje@ he hath, 1s to ſet aparty to ſnare 
their con{ciences upon civill acconnts;, thus the accu- 
ſers of the three children charged them, '1hey re- 
gard not thee 0 King ; thus the Princes charged 


| Daniel, Dan.g. And/where is the plate that Sa- 


tan hath not ſome lying in Ambuſcado in,for this 
End? to fill the Eares of thoſe in Authority with 
ſolicitations againſt the Miniſters of the Goſfpell, 
1hey are they that trouble Iſrael ; That keepe the 
people from: yeelding obedience; Till they be rexpo- 
ved no quiet mult be expected, &c. 

A fifth projet he hath, is to load /be Miniſters 
of the Goſpell with opprobriows termes ; this 18'like 


ting oft of the Joynt : whoſe Eares donot tingle 
with hearing every filthy mouth reviling the pre- 
tious ſervants of Chriſt with the termes of Priefts, 
Baals __ Black-coats, Incentharies, &c, 
A ſixth proje& is, A gererall wſurpation of the 
ce; hence1s proclamed, and practiſed too; a 


| wh for any one to prophecy as they call it;ifhe 
. ; ; 7 tt 


have but gifts; and it is an calle inference”; 

they may preach they may adminiſter Sdtramentss "tov; 
and then what need any Miniſters 2 This is the 
great deſign of Satan this day. And he that rums' 


Ls a Lord rebuke him 5 Truly he prevaites ſoffat, 
at, 20 \" = 

I. He bath wade muny Profeſſors, ubqhainted with 
the wayes of God, ſubſcribe to his Creed, ey 


the benumming of the fleſh, in 'order to the cut- | 


may read how nimbly and cloſe he iproſecuresit, | 


2. The faith of mkny others begins vo. fuile , they 
b 2 are(' .. 
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| Miniſtry will be prevaile 


| them, is alin, and warrantable by no Scripture 3 


 Tothe Reader, 


are ready to think, The = Ordinance of the 
againſt, and their eyes 
ſhall no more ſee their Teachers. 

Iftisnot my way to deale in Controverſiall 
points, nofdolT atall delight in it. But, that I 
might uphold the faith of Profeſſors againſt the 
malice of Satan, and if it were poſſible, convince 
others that they kick againſt hs pricks. 

I have been willing to croſle my Genius to diſ- 
charge my duty in this enſuing Treatiſe, which 
may poſlibly cure prejudice if it be read without 
it. And I hope there is ſo mucb ingenuity yet left 
in the hearts of the Profeſlors of Exgland-, that 
have been miſguided in theſe erroneous times, 
that if it be made appeare to them from Scripture 
that the a_— 'y i5 a Goſpell-Ordinance , whic ou 
continue till Chriſt cone, 2. That Gifts do not make 
a Miniſter. 3. That whoſoever is a true Miniſter of 
the Goſpell muſt be ſolemnly ſet apart to the worke by 
4 Preſbytery. They will be then very tender of en- 


hand, toundermine the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his 
reat Ordinance for conyerſion of ſoules; and al- 
A take heed ofuſurping that. Office, which none 
ought to take to hidſelt 
owever,-J am confident; I-ſhall ſupport the 
faith of ſome that begin to:doubt that the Lord is 
about to root out the Miniſtry , &c. If I have made 
itgood (as L hope I ve) that the preaching of 
thoſe that have only gifts, and are defered to exerciſe 


then 


ll. 


deayouring to pluck the ſtars out of Chriſts right |. 


w_ 
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and by faſting and praying,and laying on of hands, ſet 


To the Reader. 


then let Socinians and Eraſtiansdo it, and Armini- 
ans and Sociriars do it, but ſurely none that feare 
the Lord will preſume to do it. Let me particu- 
larly addreſle my ſelf to ſeverall ſorts. 

0 yor2 that are to take care that the people be taught 
the Goſpell of Chriſt in truth and fencerity 5; remem- 
ber that you are the ſervants of Chriſt in this 
work, you are totake care that Preachers be diſper 
ſed into the corners of the Nation, and how ſhall 
they preach except they be ſent* That the Magiſtrates 
Million is ſufficient to authorize a Preacher was 
never the Dodtrine of any Church of Chriſt, 
nor hath it the leaſt footing in Scripture, Let T;- 
mothy and Titws, let the Presbyteries prove and:try, 


apart able and faithſull men,and commit the Goſ- 
pell to them ; and then do you ſtri#ly charge them 
to Preach in /2a/0: and out of ſeaſor in the ſeyerall 
Cities of England; otherwiſe you may ſend ſuch 
as the Lord hath forbidden his houſe, ſuch as the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt will neither be with, nor bleſs, 
but ſay of them, They ran before they were ſent. 


Prieſts out of Gods order, but they alſo ſet u 

new Gods, and erefted a new Worſhip 5 T am confi- 
dent your Soules would tremble at the thoughts 
of the latter abomination. Jeſus Chriſt hath 
made you overſcersof his houſe, he lookes you 
ſhould ſee that his Ayſteries be diſpenſed, but it 
is his order that they ſhould be dealt out by $te- 
wards, O let not the great Ordinance of the Mi- 


| 
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We read in the old Teſtament of none that ſetup _ 


——C 
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ſtry ſuffer by your permiſſion. Ifir be not Chrilts | 
Ordinance, let the very name be forgotten;but if 
it be, Their names {ball be writtex in duſt that un- 
dermine it. There isa want of faithfull Teachers 
in the Nation that are learned, and ſo accompli- 
ſhed as it were to be wiſh'd thoſe were that muſt 
ſtop the mouths of gain-ſayers. I know not but 
private Chriſtians well experienced in the wayes 
of God, and ſound in the faith, may ſupply the 
defect : But ler themgoin to the'f ceptold by 
Chriſts doore; let them take authority to do 
in Chriſts order, and then let them go and the 
Lord be with them;there may bea want of Captains 
in your Army, and many private Souldiers may | 
be fit for the places, but you will expect they 
ſhould take Commiſſions before they take the 
places. It isanill ſigh that thoſe that wil not ſtand 
a tryall are conſcious to themſelves, that for ſome 
defect in faithor manners they will not be found 
faithfull. The Church of Chriſt is not yours, but 
his, and he muſt give Laws to it, and concerning 
the officers in it. 
In the next place let me ſpeak to 
You that are in military employments; you have 
been lookt upon as thoſe that have in an eminent 
manner ſerved the intereſt of the Lord in England 


& have put your livesin your hands for the Land | 


of our nativity,you are the ſtrength of the nation 
in Creature Eyes. -Doubtleſſe the feare of the 
Lord dwels in many of your boſomes. O let not 


your Swords be lifted np againſt the Lord ,Jefus | 


Chriſt | 
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Chriſt in this great Ordinance;Have not many of 
yau been brought in to Jeſus Chriſt by the Mi- 
niſtry of Exgland ? Have you not heard their Do- 
&rine with power and rejoyced in it? Have you 
| | not (een the Lord blefling their Labours with the 
converlion of _ ſoules ? Have you not ſeene 
the Lord ſmiting thoſe that have been the ene- 
mies of Godly Miniſters even by your hands ? 
Have you not profeſſed much to ſet u p the King- 
dome of Chriſt (Deare and valiant friends | ) 
Chriſts kingdome mult be ruled by his own Offi- 
|cers, and by bis own Lawes. Hath the Lord emi- 
nently gifted any of -_ that are Colorels,and Cap- 
taines, or other ofhcers and Sauldiers > Why 
might you not have 4 Paſtor 2nd Teacher in every 
Company 2 Why m_ not every Company be a 
Church of Chriſt? Why might not you have 
Elders, and Deacons, and at 1n Church-order ? 
Hath the Lord gifted you * Why may you not be 
ſolemnly ſet. apart to the work of the Miniſtry, 
by ffting and prayer,and impoſition of hands? How 
ſhould Chriſt then march with you ? The 4rk of 
the Lord ſhould be — and you would 
carry the Kingdume of Chritt into the field to ſet 
it in Battell againſt the Kingdome of Antichriſt? 
While you a out of this order, and giveevery 
one leave ta exerciſe his gifts, I beſeech you con- 
fider, 1. Doe not you breake Chriſts order # How ſhall 
they preach that are not ſent? 2. 1s it wot poſſible 
that many Teſuited Sophiſters under the protetFion of 
liberty may creep 1n,and by their ſubtlely ſteale in 
undiſcerned 
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| undiſcerned poiſon intothe ſouls of many?O that | 

as you have pretended that the intereſt,and King- 
dome of Jeſus Chriſt is your intereſt, and preci- 
ous in your eyes,ſo that you would let it appeare 
by a tenderneſle of every piece of Goſpell order, 
eſpecially of what is of ſo great a concernment as 
this is. Doubtleſle that place, Hom. 10. 14, 15. 
Evinceth that a ſert-preaching Miniſtery is the ordi- 
nary meanes of converting ſoules to Teſs Chriſt, 

Let me now ſpeak to you my Brethren that are 
private Chriſtians, whom the Lord hath-endued 
with more eminents gifts than others,that the Lord 
ſcemes to have markt you out for ſome greater 
ſervice than in family relations. 

Hath the Lord created in you a deſere tothe work 
of a Biſhop © It it be regular, it is got onely to the 
work, but to the office 3 and if any deſire the office 
of a Biſhop,he deſtres a good thing, 1 Tim.3.1. 

My friends ! my hearts deſire and prayer to 
God, is, that the number of Labourers in Gods 
Vineyard might be ten times as great as it is,» for 


only let none venture in that cannot anſwer ſuch 
a queſtion as this, by what authority doſt thou theſe 
things , or who gave thee this _— ? All thatI 
| {ſhall beg of you is, That you n0t run before 
you areſent;, this 1s all the block I ſhall lay in your 
way, all the ſtopI ſhall make in your journey. 
It ts the Ordinance of God that thoſe that take upon 


truly the harveſt is great, and the Labourers are few: | 


them to preach,interpret, and apply Scriptures, ſhould 
| not only be vifted, and defired, 6.4 folemmnly _ 
b 


S 
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by faſting and prayer and laying on of the hands of the 
£4 -_ 2 Obſerve but thisor er, 'and rele 
preach,and the bleſſing of the Lord be with you : 

E am miſtaken if there be any true principled Preſ- 
byterians,that in ſtead of hindring you, would not 


rejoyce to be imployed in ſending you out(with 
reſpect to the place whither you goe ) it would 
be the joy of ourhearts to ſee the empty places 
of the Nation,and thoſe that are filled Lets Popiſh 
ſcandalous Miniſters, filled with fuch Paſtors as 
feare the Lord, and havea competent meafure of 
Miniſterial gifts, though they be not fo accom- 
liſhed, as thoſe who have beenbred .up-ini\the 
hooles of Learning.Onel Brethren, nidke a con- 
ſcience of undertaking that ſerious'workein 
Chrifts order, that you may -'preachkilike-thoſe 
that bave authority, not as thoſt'that' rae before 
they are ſent .Let me but propound a few'things eo 
be confidered by you. 
Conſider, That you have uo cleare Scripture precept 
or preſident to warrant you: your practice is 
phall; this deed mand By good in theenſu- 
Feffrenrt indeed many Scriptures are: _ 
tended,but if you duly weigh them, you wil 
none concluding your caſe, bring your praftice 
tothe Law «nd to the Ti wy and you will finde 
there irmolight init, The Goſpel knows no Prea- 
chers,but either had an extraordinary, or an ordi- 


nary Miſſion » It isa known rule , that Conſcierci- 


ous arts: ſhould \wvidertake mo 'ciuill atfione fop 
they have -not _ a gener All ;- or. JRagS] 
* "<496; v\ wary 
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| they ſhould be 8 Kingdamof Prigfts, and 4 boly Na- 
Las, | h 
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warrant in the Word of God, Bat in things relating 
to the Worſhip of God it is a Gemerall rule, (ia 
which our Brethren and "we haye long ſince 
agreed, That nothing oxght to be done without an 
expreſs warrant in the - Now let butone in- 
ſtance be produced out of the New Teſtament” of 
any private Chriſtians not enducd with the extr aordi- 
OE IE uniovartaght, that 
in a tine when ordinary Preachers might be had , or 
at any time, in an orderly Goſpell-Church (not difþer- 
ſed) undertook fhe work < "aan afar” bay opening 
aud applying Scripture, hemeg neither Apeſtle, Evange- 
bft,Prophet. Paſtor, nor Teacher. 
| —_ * dangerous 4 yy # is 
to ar Offece 5 that Preaching is an 
Ott you w1ll find proved in the & Po Trea- 
riſe it tothe office, 1 Tize.3.1, of a Bi- 
ſhop, | x Tf. 5.9. How dreadtully did the Lord 
witneſle againſt Korah , Dathan, and Abiraxs for 
at ing this violation of his order ? The in- 
ſtances of S-n'and /zz4b for uſurping the Prieſts 
-punjoes ſuch as may make tender ſpirited Chrj- 
jans tremble, yet they might have as ynwch to 
fay as our brethren have from 1 Pet, 2.9. where 
Chriſtians are called a ne proeſtheod, for the 
Lord had cold that whole Nation, Exed. 19.6,that 


| 


Thirdly, 1s 3t not harwvleſſt to learne e (My Bre- 
thren) are any of you ſ@ taught that you need ao 


T: ? He thet thinketh be knoweth ar! thing) 
Ny Ewe 


t 
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 kroweth nothing #5 be ought to know it(Gaith the Apo- | 
file.) Devid thonght it wareys' vr for | 
him to be « door-keeper in the houſe of the Larg.. 1s 
it not eaſier to receive then to give ſuck > Who 
aſpireth to the Crown,but he that knows not the 


| uiet. of a Subjects head. above aPrinces? who| 


res not rather to be a Sojourner then torule a | 
P7eat Houſe, but thoſe that never tried the latter? 
or, 


Ir it not hard te leach ? My beloved friends | we 
are with you in much feare and trembling 3 and 
when we bave conſulted the erigind, wei the 
coberence of a Text, comparedour thoughts with 


compared a Scripture with other Scriptures, yet 


Lord with St. Awſt;z ( before our Interpvetations| 
of Scripture, Fac Dowrne, Grant Lord thet we my 
may neither be decerved onr ſelves in the wnder landing 
of thy will , nor deceive others by falſe imterprevation 
It is one of the greateſt any High Treaſon 
againſt the Almighty to adulterate the Coyne of 
his Word, and his meaning : If we had no- 
thing elſe to doe but to conſult. the 0riganell, to 
compare Scripture with Scripture, and tocon- 
ſider the coherence, ( which are neceflary toany 
true interpretation. of Scripture ) and then to 
caſt our thoughts into order, that we might com» 
municateghem to you , we ſhall finde it a worke 
impothble to be-drſpatcht in fo little time as we 
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the thoughts of many other Divines, and chiefly |. 


are we trembling , and ſee cauſe tocry unto the |-</ 


know is the a you can ſpare from your ne 
Cc 2 
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callings, eſpecially conſidering there lies a duty 
upon you towards your Families, that they may 
not be Ignorants while you are teachers of others, 
leſt you —_—_ worſe then 1»fidels;when the Apo- 
ſtle cried out, Who is ſufficient for theſe things & can 
we thinke he thought every man was ſufficient ? 
Surely none will ſay they have their ſufficienc 

from immediate revelation, foralthough the Lord ſo 
fupplied the neceſſities of his Primitive Church, 
it wil yet be hard to prove that in theage we live 
in(being bleſt with ordinary meanes)God ſo dif- 
coverh muſed6s toany in'the neglect of them. 7:- 
mothy was commanded (in order to his accom- 
pliſhment for the Miniſteriall worke) to meditate 
upon Pauls words, to give himſelfe wholly wp to his buſt- 
neſſe,that his profiting might appeare 20 all. Tt is much 
tobe feared, that thoſe who in theſe daies begin 
their preachings with, The viſor of the Lord; are of 
thenumber o hey: 23.16. that make the people 


vaine, ſpeaking the viſton of their own heart, and not 


out of: the month of the Loyd, ver. 27. Which thinke to 
— Lords people to forget his name by their dreams 
which they tell every man to his neighbouri But further 
Chriſtians ! | 

Doth 'not. your praGice argue that you are too much 


=#taken with the conceit of your own parts f This,O this 


is the great fin of our Age.. Parts are advanced 
inſtead of Grace, and Grace is ſwallowed up in 
parts 3 this was the great ſin of the Chugch of Cv- 


that laid their glory in the duſt; this made them 


| call 
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call in queſtion:Pa»ls Miniſtry, and Apoſtleſhip. 
The p- les were fooles for Cs Ge bes the 
were wiſe in Chriſt ; the Apoſtleewere weake;but 
they were ſtrong 3 the Apoſtles were deſpiſed, but 
they were honorable; the Apoſtles were poore 
empty fellows, -but they were full and rich, That 
famous Church abounding in many'gifts,tteraxce 
knowledge,&5c; and their knowledge puft them'ap 
to think higher of themſelves hen they ought, 'and 
this ended inan heaving at the Miniſtry,to thruſt it 
out of the Church, as may be diſcerned by the 
Epiſtle of Clemrers to them, wherein he vindicates 
the Office of the Miniſtry. -- Apoſtols nobis 1 Chriſto 
Evangelizaverunt, Jelws Chriſtus 2 Deo, miſſia enint 
eſd Chriſius 2 Deo, &:c. * The Apoſtles, ſaith he, 
* preached. the Goſpel to us, being ſent from 
< ChriſtsChriſt was ſent'from'God, the Apoſtles 
© from him,and both wasdone orderly,according 
©to the will of God; for they. recerving com- 
* mands, and by the reſurrection of Chriltbei 

« fully aſcertained, and confirmed by the Wo 

© of God, ini acertaine confidence from the holy 
* Ghoſt, they ſet upon their worke, declaring 

© that the Kingdome of God was come,and prea- 

*ching the Word in Cities, and Regions, &c. 

** and appointed Elders, and:Deacons over thoſe 

that believed. The Apoſtles (faith he ) knew 

« from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that there would be 

« a contention concerning the Miniſtry , and for 

« this reaſon they appointed the Officers afore- 
« ſajd, and left Officers, and Offices deſcribed 
c 3 © for 


Clemens in Ep. 
ad Corinth, who 
[lived within 

113 yeers after 


' 
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© for the Church afterwards, that approved. men 
* might ſucceed them when they were dead in 
© their places, and execute their Offices : and 
© (faith he) for ſuch as are foappointed by them, 
<* or of other famous men therr Succeffors with 
* the conſent of the Church; who have ſerved 
* the Fold of Chriſt humbly, and blamelefly, 
* without diſturbing it, e&c. and whoof a Jong 
«time have had a good report of all , we jud 

© that they cannot be pur out of their office with- 
< out injury. Thus he to that Church which was 
then mutining againſt its Miniſters, as appeares 
ow clauſe of that Epiſtle, where he tels 
them, It was afhameful thing that the famous 
-Charch of Cormth ſhould Contra presbyteros _ 
tionem movere, raiſe a fedition againſt Miniſters ; 


| & bids them who laid the farft foundation of that 


{chilme iz ebedientia fjubditi eflote prerbyteris, to be 
obediently ſubject to their Elders, and bowing 
the knees of their hearts to be inſtructed in re- 
pentance,@c. all his Epiſtle he makes their 
lin of Eccleliaſticall edition to be the Daughter 


of their Pride,in regard of their own parts & abi- 
lities,&-c. And truly, to cure the Spirituall itch 
that is in mary after the miniſterial} Funion 
there needs no more than humility be preſcribed 
o take down the tympany of their conceited, & 
Ieaſed gifts 3 the humble ſoule will ſtartle at fo 
great a work, and cry out, Lord let me be taught, 
as for the worke of teaching, =yis r«7m Th IewG-, 


who is ſafficient for theſe things. 


Have | 


—— 
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Have you gitts, and is there xo other way to = 
prove them 5 The woman that hath gifts is 
commanded to keep filence'in the Church,a 
learne of her hnſband at home ; her Huſband 4 is . 
Teacher there ; O that you would thus lay out 
your gifts,tcach your wives, and teach your chil- | 
dren and ſervants, and leave publike teaching to 
publike Officers; Do you ſometimes weet toget her ? 
And is there no other profitable exerciſe to ſpend 
your time in but this ? I can remember fourteene 
or fifreen. yeares ſince when the power of Godli- 
nelle was more a great deale in than it is 
now 3. and the world was move Gal of mortified,, 
hunble, ſtrict walking Chriſtians, that I though 
little more than a child then) was often at ſuch 
meetings, where one orother uſually re a_ 
one or mare Sermons { lately heard 

others prayed, there was a great de mae 
ſeen of fuch ſpending theirth time in 29 op _ 


tings than our prod eu een. Amon _ ms 
O ror 


roduced; Chriſtians then 
ew of gifts, but .a great deale more thew- of 
ce than they now dozthen they kept Merchants 
ps, now but Prallers flalls , where every _ 


ma eand (ce; hath noe chi beene 
conde wnod by all the doch, s 

ri} 1 Ort ang 
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be deceived than ſo many worthies of the Lord 
who knew ſomuch of his ſecrets as they did, yea, 
and if (according to the pleading of theſe-times) 


| 


the providence of God be an Argument. 
Hath not the Lord witneſled againſt this pra- 
ice, by permitting it to be the mother of the confoon 


| and diviſion of Churches, and of many of thoſe errors, 
or 'w 


and hereſies , and blaſphemnes ich the Land 
mourns this day £ T have heard that here was the 
fountain of thoſe fad breakings out in the Chur- 
ches of New-Erxgland,which occafions the apoſtacy 
of ſo.many profefiours there,and neceſſitated the 
Churches to cut off ſo many unruly Members. It 
is ſure enough that thouſands m England have 
been thus tainted and perverted, and drawn a- 
way fromthe truth of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that 
this praftice hath fill'd us ſo full of Azabaptiſts, 
Antinomians, UVniverſaliſts ,, Seekers,  Aanters, Ofc. 
Thoſe that enquire into the riſc of theſe factions, 
where the neſt of any of them is, will be abun- 
dantly ſatisfied in the truth of this. 


And now(my beloved brethren)let me beſeech 
ou' in_ the name and' feare-of our. Lord Jeſus 
| Chriſt ,.( for I truſt thete. is much of his feare in 


' | many of youz)l beſeech you brethren.as in Chriſt 


0” 


ead,as you tender the peace of your own ſou/es,and 
the ſoules of others, and the peace ofthe Churches of 
Jeſus Chriſt, if yet there be any love in-you to the 
| Goſpel of Chriſt; and to the order of it, and to 

the truths f Chriſt , which ſhould be precious to 
them that feare him. Take heed to your _ 
7 that 
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humility, that to gaine your ſelves a credit,you 
credit po the Goſpe / 
Chriſt. Think not of your ſelves above what you 
ought to doe: leſt by thinking and ſhewing your 


ſelves ſomething in gifts, you prove yourſelves 


little; or nothing in grace: Be willing rather to be 
tanght,than to aſpire to be Teachers; or if you will 
be Teachers, be content to go out with Authority, 
that the Churches & Profeſlors of Exglard be not 
the reproach of all the Churches of Chriſt;that the 
erronrs and hereſies of the Nation ( the account for 
which will be heavy at the great day) be not 
juſtly charged upon you for breaking Chriſts 
Goſpel order. Rut alas ! ſuchan itch of pride,and 
ſelf-advancing hath tainted many of the Profeſ- 
ſors in England ; that I cannot. hope to prevaile 
with all. Let me therefore ſpeak to you that are 
humble Chriſtians, and content to be the Lords 
Vallies, onely to lie low and receive the ran of bis 
Word; If fach asare zot ſent will preach, yet. doe 
not you. tranſgrefle. in Hearmmy::) O: that could 
lament: enough for the inſtab:lity avd wartanneſſe 
of Engliſh Chriſtians, for the »ncoxſciovable bearz 

of the Word of God, which is the Eprdemicall pune of 
Englands Profeſlors: The moſtlookupon hearii 
Senmons but as a Natural-Action ; arid: heare the 
everlaſting Goſpell but like: a tale that. is told. 
Where: is the Chriſtian that: either-takes: heed 
what he heares, ot: honwhe heaves ,, yet they are both 
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that by advancing your parts you betrey not your 
| and profes of heLOA jelts 
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. 
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great Goſpel precepts. T v4 56 
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| that the whole world-was tarned Arriam may be 
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- If Chriſtians that pretend to Chriſt would take 
heed what they heare, they would alſo be conſcien- 
tious whom they heard; for ca» a map gather graper- 
of thiſtles, or figs of thornes ? Sarely a little kao re 


heard muſt be farthfull and able to teach, ſound in 
the faith, one that preacheth with anthority, one that 
hath meditated upon thoſe things be preaches, 
and givenup hinyelfe wholy to. them; not one that 
 errs in the fundamental truths of Chriſs,not one that 
runs before he is ſent, who.can ſpeak nothing from 
Chriſt to the ſfoule, no more than Ahizaas could 
to-David(who onely ran by permiſhon)but when 
he came there could fay nothing. ly they 
would not ſpend that time which ſhould be ſpent 
in a conſcientious waiting upon the publike Or- 
Gn of Chriſt, in hear! wore: neither 
ve time to meditate upon what t _— 
ou up themſelves wholly to. their =. id 
hriſtians make a conſcience how they heard, ſure- 
ly theywould not goe out toheare,making this 
onelytheir end,to hear what they will ſay that ſpeak 
to makothemſel ves matterof . and dif- 
courſe, yet this is all the account I fide the moſt 
can give of their hearings of this nature. Mydeare 
Friends | 4s 2 wax mocks another, ſo will you mock _the 


a'ſnare and ruine toyour inimortall Soales, >» 
knowl have writ in a'peritous titne, and ata 
diſadvantage,what the Father complained, 


turned: 
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turnd upon ys. This Dee where 


ſpoken. againſt -: 5; The 1; aNg 
d gym a deriiax and an gbopys AY 
Cnheans. 4 vo inhrada 44rt the 


moſt are for Gods ; Inclolure to Song or: 

| mons, QurAgeism F al en tzes,, Uni- 

verſall preachypg,and Uniyeriall pod tha BO 

wonder, when eyen Jeſus Chriſt 

verſall Redeemer , that perry lungs 

bein faſhion too 3 no no rope ler that in rag cd 

that hath been ſo full of Szate. Levellers , BY 
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But hearken to the his Prophet, -7er 

32. . Behold 1 am againſt whe bm cu fl 

dreames ( faith the Lord )whoare eeghey f 

Thoſe that uſed their tongves, and ſaid, d, te fant, 

vcr.21. Thoſe that were nat ſexs, yet 4.9, 

= _ Lord —— - that GA fre 

can} e my peopie to grre ey anany 
Iginoae, &t I ſet them nat , neither commanded 
, #herefare they ſhall wot prof grep 4 


ſat Lord, For the 2 yn (them themſelves ;.G 
them (he faith) ke rheirmueadlingie 


ud not at all þ gfe Gees and A ye t 
fore (ith the Text) becanſe.they prophecied 3 44 by: 
| Jerttbews vet nor commanded them Weare and. t 

ble you that feare the Lard,andl yet are lpready to 
| ſacrifice your ears to thoſe thathaye no autharity 
from God to, yqurſoples;yon go.out to heare un- 
der the curſe of God, having.thisaflurance, ,that 
[their ir peeing ball av TH all; ban .SRGA no 
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more what /weet truths you heare, how »mch 5s got 
by hearing ſuch an exerciſe, how much you leary, 
he. 195} doo man of the Lord againſt this de- 
ceit of their hearts,and your fancy of profiting is but 
a Sl olicat deluſcon. Pon? Fl 4 4 

I am ſenſible enough that by this Treatiſe 1 
have endeavoured to ſ{trenghen an Ordinance of 
Chriſt which moſt #hi-rk falling; but beſides that, 
I am of another beliefe ( maugre all the rage and 
malice of hell) it cannot enter into my thoughts 
that the ſtars that are fallen from Heaven ſhould 
have ſo maligne a reflex, powerfull influence asto 
pull down thoſe fars which the Lord Chrift hath 


| declared himſelfe to hold in his right hand : 1 ſay, 


beſides this I am fatisfied in what I have done, 
with the ſpeech that Luther was ſometimes wont 
to encourage timorous -Melanchtorn' with , $7 nos 
Rnemws, rnet Chriftus una ſcilicet ille regnator mund;, 
O eſto ruat ego cum Chriſto ruere quam cunt 
Ce we tre There have ſet my reſt ; If the Mini- 
ſtery fals, Chriſt muſt fall too, and his Word and 
Kingdom muſt fall : Even Chriſt the great Ruler 
of the world, and I had rather periſh with Chriſt 
than (to ſtand with Hereticks and blaſ _ 
out-live the Kingdom of Chriſt in Exgland. Poſ- 
fibly it may be reſolved ſo here, that if ſome ma 
have their wils it ſhall fall : But as Luther faid, 
Long? aliter in celo,&*e, the reſolutions of men.and 
of the eternall God will be found differing in the 
end concerning this matter. | | 
Reader,[ ſhall defire thee not to read this book | 


| 


with) 


——_— * A 


' 


- 


| 
with, Expe@ation of _ thing new. .In my ſtud yin 


To the Reader. 


the oy I find that all the weapons of our a 

verſariesare the,rulty tooler that the - Anabupiiſts 
had in Lxthers times,and T have returned thee Cal- 
vin, and Peter Martyrs, and Zanchy, and Chemnitins 
his anſwers, ſhields which they were neverable 
to pierce. Thoſe ruſty Arguments were filed 6- 
ver againe in the Low-countries by Eraſtu# , and 
Socinws, and another(of a better (| on than'either 
of them, .however the Lord ft d him in ſome 
things to miſcarry) viz. Mr Robinſon, and they 
were png go led by learned and holy Mr Ru- 
therford, c The Devillin our Age hath 
heveChim ho rpm blockhead than ever, for I 


|know not whether any one new Argument- hath 


been produced. :It is 6 to ſee 
yo _—_ Pike wo oh cents or $0 

e out of breath, but Colfblyt t 

ons.to defend their aw was their tongues) I 
| cs not troubled the Reader withe GY quota- 
tions of Authors; for, 

r. For the Ancient Fathers, none that lookes 

into them and finds their Epiſtles Ad epi epſoer, 
Presbyteros, Diaconos, clerum & plebew,but will 


their Judgemen ts full enough for a. peace di- 


ſtint from gifted Brethren. 
2, For Popiſo writers, all. that know 


crament, and Calvix jn ſome ſenſe profeſſeth he 
couldalſo call it ſo, (fo reverent an opinica had 


he of it.) 
A3 3.For 


| 


| of them know that they make Ordination- h Sa- | 


O——————_— 


To the Reader. br 


3. For Latheraxs:I found many of them quoted 
by Dr.seawar,which hath ſpared me the trouble. 
| Some few Colviniſts T have madeuſe of; but in- 

deed I have been ſparing, becauſe I know our 

Brethren would appeale to Ceſar, if T had brought 
them before Feſixs, they would have appealed to 
the Awle 5 thither- therefore have I defired they 
ſbauld goe,even to the Law and.to the Teſtimony,and 
may the Lord enjoyn their conſciences never to 
| depart from that court-till they be convinced of 
this,and every Truth. 

I have not endeavoured to deceive by the S9- 
phiſtry of Logick, northe deceitfulneſle of Rheto- 
rick;Naked truth is moſt Lovely and deſirable to 
thoſe who have adefigne to eſtabliſh, not to com! 
_ , todo goodand not to /ednce their hearers : 

his Lmuſt profeſſe:tobemy detfign. 

Poſlibly what is done may be anſwered with 
a ſcorne or j for that 15 a trick the Devill 
| hath taught his Diſciples in this Age; Sam. 'Ri- 
| chardſonthall anſwer the London-Minifters , and 
Kate Childly ſhall lay on' tongue upon Mr E4d- 
wards, (I could ſhew you that this is -but an old 
' | piece offlight too, no new trick ofthe Devill, 
he indeed he is but playing over his old fooles 
1 games again.) 10400 1591] 
Reader,ifthou witt anfwer ſoberly,through the 
leave of | m7" SEPar asſcriousa reply as 
I can,if otherwiſc,] RO thee conſciente-con- 
demned, and only:11 thy railing paper before 
the Lord, and ſay, The Lord rebuke thee; ' ' + 
ro 4.n ef | I 


” 
—_—— 


a To the Reader. 


Pe EET 


T have nomore to adde, but to beg of thee to 
;F. weigh what thou readeſt without prejudice, to 
» | 4 try 1t by the Scripture, and fo to pradtice as thou | 
dareſt to juſtifie thy pradtice before the Lord Je- 
ſus at his day of appearing. I reſt, 


The meaneſt of the Meſſengers of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the ſervice 


| "of the Goſpel, 


Jo. CoLLINS, 


Tothe Reader. | 
Conrteons Reader, Theſe Books following are prin- 
ted for Richard Tomlins and ate to be fold athis 
houſeatthe Sun and Bible neer Pye-Cormer,viz. 


1. A Cordiall for afainting Soul,Part the firſt, in quar» 
to, in which Book ſeverall Caſes of Conſcience are 


| reſolved, being the ſum of fourteen Sermons delivered by 


Fobn Colling,,Miniſter of Gods Word in Norwich. 
2. ACordiall for a fainting Soule, Part the ſecond,con- 
cerning the power of Faith,being the ſum of 22 Sermons by 


|| the ſame Author. 


3. Five choice Sermons,entituled five Leſſons for a Chri- 
ftian to learn, in Oftavo, by the ſame Author, 

4. Faith and ience,in Oftavo, being a ſhort Narra- 
tion of the holy Life and Death of Mary Sympſon of Norwich, 
with a Sermon added to it by Mr Colling. 

5+ Stand ſtill,or a Bridle for the Times,in quarto, A Dil: 
courſe tending to ſtill the murmuring, and ſettle the waves 
ring, and ſay the'wandring , by Iobn» Ba-ſley Miniſter of 
a Wordat Great Tarmonth, a very uſefull Book in theſe 

imes. 

6+ Theexcellency of Jeſus Ghriſt,or,the Faithfull Soules 
Diſcovery concerning the great myſtery of our Redempti. 


| ON, by 4 H. in Oftavo. 

7+ The ſchooling the untaught Beidegroom, in twelves, 
by Robert Watſon Miniſter of Gods Word in Norfolk. 

$.P exets Tragicall ſtory, or the Death of King 
| Edwrdthe fourth, a Poem, in Oftavo, metaphraſed by Tho- 
was Wintoll Gent, 

9. The Valley of Vilien, or a cleare fight of ſandry Sar 
cred Truths, delivered in 21 Sermons by Richard Howld- 
ſwath Dr. in Divinity, ſomerimes Vice-Chancellor of Cam: 


Peters -poor in London. 


d 


| | bridge, Maſter of Emenxell Colledge , and late Preacher in 


_—_ 


A Vindication of the Great 


Ordinance of God,viz., A Goſpell 
Miniſtry, &c. 


QueEsT. I. 


Whether the "ar. 6-4 be a ſtanding Ordinance of 
Jeſis Chriſt under the Goſpell ? 


T will be cequilite that I ſhould firſt 0+ 
pen the termes of the Queſtion and 
ſhew you, 

r. What 1 meane by Miniſtry. 
2. What by Ordinance. 3» What by 
the terme ſtanding, 

I. hetemic Marin, 


I find the terme Adiniſterinm, | Miniſtry ] uſed ambi- 
guouſly by Authors : Some uſed it to exprefle the duty 
of Miniſters, as _ and others, others toexpreſle the 


order or fan&tion ; * 


is. 


0 Aretins, eft Minifterium ordinaris 
vecatio,Nec. The matter is not much, only note, that my 


* Yid.Buch.loc. 
com. 461. 

So Urfinus in 
meaning in the queſtion is , Whether the order or office of | loc-Miniſterii. 
Miniſters be an | Ordinance of Jeſus Chrift] that is, be a 
divine inſltution, | a —— Ordinance | that is, to 


—T———— rr 


_ _ continue 


Vid-Calv. Iaſti 
þ4-c.3,4.2, & 
x.lo. 


theol. (66.63. 
Þ+3 46s 


b /;d.Chemi8. 
log. com. part. 
30.129.130, 
I31- 
Vid.Bucanum. 
loc.com. de Mi- 
niſterio'qu4 | Pp: 
$02. Pareut in 


381... 


tum.p.968.777 
Neg. probamus 
| Anabap- 


iſt. wnicuig, 


| licere fungi Mi- 
nifterio &c. 


Vid. Aret-Probl, 


Rom.10,v.14. 


-| haveſaid, and poſſibly addeſomething more, and en. 


: . | Propolitions. 


Vindicie Minifterii Evangelici, Ns | 
| . — . 
continue in the Church ; you have the queſtion ſhortly 
chus. 

Whether accrding to the word of God and Goſpel of C briſt 
it 5 neceſſary under the Goſpel that there ſhould be certaine 
perſmns , #9 whom it ſhould peculiarly belong to Miniſter in 
the Cburch,and to diſpenſe out Goſpel Ordinances. 


And co thequeſtion thus ſtated, I anſwer Poſitively. 

That it is the will of God , that to the end of the world, 
there ſbould be certaine perſons appointed,to whom of right it 
ſhould peculiarly belong to Miniſter is the Church, and to 
diſpenſe out Goſpell ordinances to the people. 

I have here not many adverſaries, nor very conſidera- 
ble, but ſome I have Þ Anaboptiſts , and Swenck fildians, 
and Sociniens, and ſome Ecaſhans, and Seekers in our 
age. Theſeall cry out with one niouth , that tbe world 
is abuſed with a company of men that call themſelves Mini- 
ferr, and with anotion ofa Miniſterial calling,8&c. that 
there js no ſuch matter ; but we ſhall all be taught of the 
Lord ; and all the Saints are Priefts to the moſt high God, 
and every one muſt zeech his brother, &&c, -1 find the que- 
{tion ſpoken to by divers holy learned men , Aretiws, 
Zanchy, Gilleſpy, &c. | 

I ſhall indeavour to give you the ſumme of what chey 


large upon ſomething they have hinted to prove the 


I. From thevery Law of Nature , what is Univerſally 
written in the hearts of all, is generally concluded cruth, 
it is an argument is uſually brought co prove, that there 
is a God, bceauſe Natwre hath imprinted 2 Notion of a di- 
vine Nature in aff; fo that ( faith Mr. Parchs ) though 
there have bzen Nations found out that b:rve wanted 
Kings, Lawes, Order, &:. Yet there was never any 
found out,but worſbipped ſom: God or ether. Nor can there 


em. 


(1 believe) b: produced an inſtance of any Nation (what 


God ſoever they worlhipped , or in whac order any =. 


—_— 


_—_ 


) 


1 


| changed. Indeed the office of the 


- 


——_—__ 


Vindicie Miniſterii Evangelici. 


| but chey had likewile fer officers for that worſhip 3 the 
Scripture tels us of the Prieltg,ot Bel, Dogon, Midian, of | 


the Sowthſayers and Diviners, and Prieſis of Egype and Be- 
bylen; thoſe that read , Purchss his Pilgrimage, and A- 
lexander ab Alexandro geniales dies , and Godwins Anti« 
quities, will find inftances enough of this. 

t is a principle, that the Lord hath wric, and is in the 
Nature of all (who havenot diſputed out their naturall 
light) is, that there is # God , and that 1his God irto be wor- 
ſhipped; ſo that there are ſome to be ſet apart , whoſe office it 
fbould be to Minifter in the things of God, fo that | may ar- 
gue for a Miniſtry with the Apoſtle. Doth not nature it ſelfe 
teach, efc. 

Noris this a Principle of corrupt Nature; for we ſhall 
find it apiece of order , which God hath alwayes obſer- 
ved from the beginning of the world (faith Zaxchy) nen 
cujns Ticxit eſſe Sacerdeti, every one might not be a Prieſt, 
but the Prieſt-bood belongeth to the firfiborne ; and we 
read of Mekhiſedich , who was call'da Prieft of the moſt 
high God,Gen. 14. 13. Under the Lew, the Priefthood 
reſted in the tribe of Levi, and the Prieſts and Levites 
were Gods miniftry then, Heb. 7.12. The Priefibood was 
changed, the office of Minifter; was not taken away , but 
Migh-Prieft was al 
together a Type of Chriſt and abrogated 3; but the Prieft- 


hood was a Type ofa toall Afiniftry under the Go 
Il ; and though the offering Sacrificer be ceaſed , and 


e name Prieſts ceaſed ; yet even afrer the comming of 
Chriſt, it pleaſed him alGe 

Before Chriſt came John Baptiſs was the only Goſpell 
Preacher we read of; him the Apoſile calls the Lords 
Meſſenger; Chriſt ſent out the Seventy, not all his difei- 
ples; but che Seventy, Luk. 10+ 1. and the 12, Adath. 10. 
1, 2.3.when he was to aſcend up to heaven, he gives the 
twelve Commiſſion, Mar. 28 19,20, Go Preach and Bop: 


riſe; when one of them failed, they did not all rake his 
B 2 office 


—_—_ 
Pn 


O ſet apart ſome for this work: | 


'» 


A 


| Gen.47+22,26, | 


Luke 10.1. 
Mat.16-1,2,3- | 
Mar.38.19,20. 


| 


——— — —_ 


Ads 125,26, | 


ARqts 6. 6. 
Atts 14.23. 


1 Tim-$.22. 
i Titus gs 


+ | till choſe proaſer be fulfilled. This cannot be denyed, 


OR 


| of all Geipeb Charches, and Church order, to the 


Vinlicie Minifterii Evangelici, 


office,but they choſe one, Acts 1. 25.26. to take part in bis 
Miniſtry and Apoſileſhip ; they appointed ſeven others, 
ſome of which were Preachers A-17, 6. 6. Acts, 14» 23+ 
Paul and Birnabas ordained Elders in the Churches. Paul 
writes both to Timothy, and Titw, x. Tim 5.22, 1 Tit, 
9. to do it:accordingly we read the Primitive Churches 
trom the Apoſtles time downward , continually ſet ſome 
apart for this work ; nor was this ſacred office (as d[- 
{tin& from the people ) ever deniedcill ſome furious 4> 
wabaptiſts, Ecafbans, Socinians, & ſeparatiſts troubled the 
world with their idle fanlies; now whether that order 
which the Lord alwayes cauſed to be obſerved in his 
worſhip, which Chritt eftabliſhed and obſerved , which 
the Apoſtles obſerved and all their ſucceffors\, be the or- 
der of Chriſt, oe that which indeed is no order ; but the 
Branfick notion of idle heads , tending to the confuſion 


bringing of the worſhip of God into _— , to the 
diſhonouring the precious names of God by Errors and 
blaſphemies. Let every ſober Chriſtian judge. Bur leſt 
ſome fhould think theſe Arguments not concluding fully 
enough,l ſhall adde ſome others. 

That Ordinance, for which , and to which there are many 
laſting pretions promiſes made, th xt muſt be , and continue 


for there ſhall not one tiz2le of the word paſſe away , al ſball 
be fulfilled, the promiſes muſt be Tea and Amen, none ſpall ſay 
that the promiſes are of none effet. | 

But I ſhall prove. 1x, That there are promiſes of ſuch 
an order x1 perſons as Minilters made to Goſpell 
Charches. 

2+ That there are promiſes made to them, who (ball 
be in that office and work. 

I. I ſhall prove, that the Lordunder the old Teſta- 


ment, promiſed to his Churches under the New Teſta» 


— 


ment, a certsine order of perſons diltin& from the —_— 


\ 


o 
yt nn 4 —_ 


_ 
Wm — nun_—__A" 


|1z promiſſa, * Iſzy 60. 1. the Goſpell is that promiſed glo- 


| Mach. 28.20. I will be with you to the end of th: world ; it 


Vindicie Minifterii Evangelici. 
of believers, who ſhou'd Preach the Goſpell to them, ec. Ire 


TI” — 


5 
Uide Occolam- 


3+15. AndI will give you Paſtors according ts my owneTiiium ad loc. 


heart, who ſbal! feed you with kn1w/edge and nnder ſtanding 3 
now that this promiſe is to be fultlled under the Go- 
ſpell, beſid:s the current of expoſicors , you may plainly 

ce by ver. 17. At that time , all Nations ſþ2# be gathered 
wto it to the name of the Lord to Himuſalem; andy. 16. It 
reJates to a time , when the Jewiſh worſhip ſhould be a- 
boliſhed , and they ſhould ſay no more the Ark of the Co 
venant of the Lord , nor ſhould i come into their minds, nor 
ſhould they remember it, you have another promiſe, 2 lex. 
234 AndlIwill ſet up ſbepbeards over them . which ſþall 
feed them,erc. All the ſheep ſhould not be ſbepheards ; but 
the Lord will ſet up frpheards over them , ſome that 
ſhould be in office to feed them ; now that this promiſe 


referres to the time of the Goſpell you may plainly ſee | | 


by v. 5 6,7. 1 might inſtance in divers others , as Iſay 30. 
20. Polanw faith that, Miniſterium Evangelii eſt gloria il- 


ry. 1{.60,1. and that that place I. 66,19.20. is to be un» 
derſtood of the Apoſtles who were the firſt Goſpell Mi- 
niſters: Thus I have ſhewed that the Adiniflry ( confi- 
dered.as an office) is a promiſed Bleſſing, which God 
hath engaged his word for , to the Goſpell Churches, 
and it is plaine from I/zieb, cb. 66 v. 20, 21. that it ſhall 
laſt till the Jewes be called, for out of them , the Lord 
promiſeth to chuſe him, Charch officers , Prieſts. and 
Levites, v. 21. So that except we will make theſe promi- 
ſes of none effeR, the office of the Miniſtry muſt con- 
tinue. 

Secondly, we find Laſting promiſe made to them, 
isa command and promiſe primarily made to the Apo- 
ltles, and- next to them to all that ſhould ſucceed them 
in the workof the Miniſtry , as the moſt jadicious expoti. 


| Vide Piſcator. 
ad loc. 
Engliſh Anno. 


* Jer.23.4. 

V. $4637. 

*Elay 60, I, 
Pol.Syneag.l.2. 
P:59445 55. 
If,.66.19,20, 

| 1£.66.20,21. 
Nomine Sacey- 
dotum & Leyi- 
Larum ſign ficas 
ſe ex cor pore £c* 


2. 
Vid. Calvin. 


em &c, 

Nec vobiſcum 
rancum,ſed- & 
vobis mortois 
cum veſtris ſac- 
ceſfionibns : 
Pareus ad loc. 

| Vid. Mr.Green- 


tors expound it; and though ſomeplay upon the word 
B ; v. » 


a 


| 


- 


—— 


PVid.Mr.Green- 
bill, ibid. 


Arg-4- 
quartum pres 
cept. P77 Is 
Vid P.Me'tyr. 


2.F. 


Eph.4.11 , 


Arg-S. 


\ Fid Luther.ad 
las. 


Vid.zZanch.in 


loc.com.p.528. 


| 


Vindicie Miniſterii Enangelici. 


«d510-, and would have it only fignitie a preſent age; yer 

there is no ground for it, if they conlider how ir is alſed | 
generally in Scripture, &c.. Mrs Greenbill in his Epiltle | 
to his ſecond part of his expoſitions on Ezekje! hath no- | 
ted, that God hath annexed to the Miniſtry , Converſion, | 
Regeneration, Addition of ſinners to the Church ; and to bim: | 
ſelfe, faith, the perf:cting of the Saints, &ve. Now ſurely, | 
theſe are things God will be doing to the end of the world. 
But | proceed toanother argument. | 


the 8aints, for the work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the | 
body of Chriſt, till we ali come in the unity of the faith, and. 
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto the meaſure of the fta- | 
ture of the fulnefſe of Chriſt. That muſt continue till the 
Saints be perfe&ed; and till we be all come in the unity of 
the ſaith, and the knowledge of the Son of God unte the mea- 

ſure of the ſtature of the fulneſſe of (briſt. 

But there is a certaine order of perſons in office, vhom God 
hath ſer in bis Church for that end. 

The Propoſition is plaine , becauſe the meanes cannot be 
ſeparated from the end, for which God bath appointed them, 

Andirt is as plaine, Epb. 4. 11. that God hath ſet ſome 
Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts , and ſome 
P sftors, and Teachers tor theſe ends, v. 12. therefore they 
muft continue till theſe ends be accompliſhed; now com» 
pare that ”"”=_ with, 1 Cor. 12. 29. and you ball find 
that but ſome are appointed for this work , are «ll Aps- 
ſtles ? are all Prophets ? are all Teachers ? 

For what ſbould not have been, God in bis word would not 
'bave made aproviſiem. But God in his word hath pro- 
vided by ſeverall Goſpell precepts for the maintenance 
of Goſpell Preachers , Gal.6.6. Let him that is taught in 
the word, commmnicate to bim that teacheth in all geod 
things, 1 Tim. 5+ 17+ Thoſe that labour in the word and 
Dod@rine, are eſpecially worthy of doable honour, 


v, 18, you ſhall ſee what a part of that honour is , 1 Cor. 


What God bath ſet up in bus Church, for the perfecting of | 


9. I 4+ 


-_ 


4 


ks. 


Vindicie Minifterii Evangelici. 
9. 34 The Lord bath ordain'd, that thoſe wbo Preach the 
Goſpe!l, ſhould live on the we. xs Surely if there had been 
none whoſe office it ſhould have been to have Preacht 
the Goſpell , the Lord in his word would not have pro» 
vided a maintenance for them. 

If there were to be no ſuch office under the Goſpell , the a- 
poſtle would not have faid , 1 Time, 3. 1. That if a man 
defires the office of a Biſhop , be d:fires a good work ; now 


it was to exbort, and convince gainſayerr, Let none un- 
derſtand by the office ofa Biſhop there, the office of a 
Lordly Prelate ; but the office of a Preaching Presbyter;for 


tiveChurch ; then , Primus inter Preſbyteros , the firſt a' 
mongſt the Preaching Elders ; and ſo Authors that are 
Orthodox agree. 

The. neceſſity of this divine Ordinance ayteares further, by 
the uſe tþat God himſelf mad: of it» God himſelfe ſends 
Cornelius to Peter to be inſtrufted in the way of the 
Lord, As, ro. 3. And Paul to Anania, Act 9. 6. Yet 
that wasa time, when the holy Ghoſt was given in a 
greater meaſure then ever it was fince ; and Paul had an 
extraordinary call from heaven , this is Mr. Calvins 4r- 
gument. 

Chriſt himſelfe me the office upon bim of bimſelfe((aith 
Zmchy,) fo the Apoſtle argues, Heb. 5. 4,5. he had an 
extraordinary call from God : which plainly argues, 
that thoſe that take that office upon them, muſt have one 
call or other extraordinary, or ordinary. 


ceaſed with the Apoſtles , the Apoſtie would not have 


| Tf this office had not been to bave continued in the Church, 
the Apaſtle. would not bave deſcribed the qualifications of 
ſuch as werego undertake it, as hedoth both, 1. Titws 5, 6, 
78,9. and 1 Tim.3.1.2, 3, this is Zanchyes Argument, 
and P, AMariyre. 
If it bad not been to bave been a it anding office,but to have 


what the office of a Biſhop was, you ſhall ſee, 1. Titw, 9.| 


che Biſhop (faith the Father) was no more in the primi+ | dretins 


Vid.Pareum ad 
lots 


Arg. 6 


7 


Arg. 8. 
Vid.Zaxch. in 
quartum pres 
cept. $77 1. 


Arg. 9+ | 
Vid. Zansb.ib. 
Vid. Pet. Mart 
(0C. £98.5 29: 24+ 


Arg- IO, 


Zanchins,ibid. 


- ___ required 


— | — —— 
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required Timathy to bave laid hands ſuddenly en =, 1 Tim. 


_ —_ Church of Chriſt? Qzelr obſecro facies eſſet Eccleſia ſi ibi 


rum Apoſtoli | ſine ordine viveretur, ad miniſterium exrreretur , & quod [u- 
ordine fieri | beret liceret, Whar manner of face would the Church of 
| debeant iſti | Chriſt have, if-in itevery one might runne upon the | 
Omnia _— work of the Miniſtry, and do what he liſted ? | 
| —_— Arg..12, If bearing be neceſſc ary s and a ftanding Ordic, 
2F quod eft unici | 2anee and duty , then a Miniſtry is ; this is plaine from | 
diaboli ſtudia | 10. Row. 15. How ſhall they beare without a Preacher ? 
cui nihil aque | 2»d how ſhall be Preach exccpt be be ſent ? * In ſhort, who. 
_———_— ſoever heares, muſt beare, either from God, or Ange's , oc 
ready * | Mer; now , that the Lord ſpeaketh in thelc latter times, 
rea ordinata- | Not by himſelfe immediatly, nor by Angels; but by his 
| que inſtirutio | Son, #n bis Goſpelh nnd by his ſervants, extraordinary or | 
| P. Marty”. lc. | ordinary, is plaine from Eph. 4.1 1-12. And Mr. Calvin, 
poor. and others give ſeverall reaſons for it. But that hearing 
Le rr isa ſtanding neceſſary duty, is plain from 1/.55.3. Heare 
necefſicas fun-! | 4nd your ſoles ſball live, Ro.10.17, Faith comes by bear- 
datur quoniam | 7g ; and bearing by the word of God, v. 18. and faith the 
Deus non Volt | #2,/2le, bor ſhall they beare without a Preacher ? and bow- 
%- | nuncczlitus ſhall they Preach, except they be ſent . So that 1 hearing be 


eccleſiz Icqui, | neceſſary ; ſent Prezcbers are neceſſary. 


_ —. 3 Arg. 13. Mr. Gilleſpy argues further,That the Goſpell s to 

Parew1 in Romy, - be Preached to all Nations, Mat.2 4.14.L«k.24.47.and all 

10. 144's. *| the world over, and to everycreature; and it is the or. 

| a ' dinary means to ſave them that believe, Ro. 10.14 Now, 
E” ens the G-ſpell will not be thus Preacht ; nor all tbe Ele brought 


| | i til; Chriſt comes ; therefore the Preaching of the Gol 
| | | pel] muſt continue, and the preachers of it.— 


| | - yy ea ; 12.42. and from 1 7:im.6.14. and from Rev. 2.2.4,25. and 
| bu: the we; WIRK furcher 


5. 22. (of which place more hereafter) this is Zazncbyes | 
, | arguments 
| Arg.11. Againe (faith Zzncby ) the Apoſtle fayes, 1 Cor. 14. | 
Zancby. 33+ God is not the anthor of confuſion ; now it every one ' 
. = Ibid. -] might Preach!, what confuſiou would there be in the | 


Mr. Gilleſy ' | The ſame reverend Author, further argues from Luke 


+ 


5 
4 


FVindicie Miniſter ii i Evangelici. | J 
farther , that it is the priviledge of the new Hiermſalem, 
har f-" x withcut a T ewple, &c. Rey. _—_ 2 ; 
anchy. t. 4. in quarizm precepixes inforceth Argue | OT 

ments; to prove the neceſlity of this calling in the tm —m_Y 
Church, 

2; Frm the Mariah nee Ke 

3. From thi efficacy of their Prayery. 

4- From Chrifte Preaebing, 10 Adam and Eve in P ara- 


diſc. 

Aretixs alſo, hath another A i drawn a nofiri 
Imbecillizate from our weak faith he, never 
| be ſure of our faith and Lvation , If if we nor fare , de 
deErini dooentinm, concerning the doQrine" of thoſe, 
that teath us ; of which, ſaith he , we cannot” be fare, 
if we be nor fure they have a lewfull call ; this, ſcemes | maſeditioſum 


| alfddF 10 woes Algithen abeb the ah of, 
' it, excepe I had ox ego, 1 adverſaries then dl 6 
have; andrchole tha there are, had more confiderable 


in Hp reac frk "Ad Gid, by Meg: Jon 


bon a7 mer their Ar 
be of God. =; 
ts 'A ett Js - » IM... 
and ach, phe 9:39 deMinfha 
5 2, The! y invanes fm chi gy Tommn 
the Ooſpell-;tlie $Thodld ibcorglyt he by the Nag, avtenn,,; 
Minifiry of the won? bulk ſhould lf d | ule. 
ſruſtraenim eſe eofogenie. rs iſh Aumc.ad 
7 wot ag cle gnorantibus Scril «Vid . % = 


xi1:v05 rae teaching _ 
= — 
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the ſpirit, as 1 Is, 2.27. ſo Gen. 32. 28. God 


þ 


: but he had a further name of Honour 
coo; ſowhen the Lord promiſed, that the time fhould 
come when they ſhould not ran” their neigbboxre; his 
meaning only was, that the time ſhould come, when his 
bby hooks not only be caught by men, but | by bus 
x8 alſo 3 ſo 1 I, 2.27. 'cis 'to be underſtood; where 
—_——_ -» oy them, "ak have no need any one ſhould 


2. Re rk Me. - Gileſby y) It is to be nnderſtoad compare- 
tively, as God aid, Hoſ. 6.6. hr would bove mergy 
as 

3. Orthicdly, ich bethe meening is, Thei thy ſoon 
not by t by men a Ignorant, ws the 
19 weak? vor enter Goa 

Secondly they ſay, God can teach us otber wayes, though 

we bave net Priefti,eves - 

| This Argument was long fince anſwered by Aretiwe. 

It istrue God can doe {o ; but je is not the: Queſtion, 


cime afcer that : 


what God can doe by an extreordi power, but whar 
bro ans ? God could have the Jewes without 
ded Agee 


Gods extraordinary workings argue not, but this is 


7 ey a os jo0 fee href oifne 
ol ard or er a iphone oy es nee 
w 
| riances , rapes; ho aks 


Geayrur © 
Rave Gods make for hs 


a ol agdinft all 'Or- 


he: Bo oe Goto 
2 mr anotericnh 
#vmrar 


» 4 
« 2 
[ < d - = -__ — 


pony | of 
| ayes, Thy name ſpall no more be catl'd Jacob , but is ſbel| 
be called \ſrael ; yet his name was call'd Loh, many a 


—.v 


PP ——_—_— V7 VF PRI". 4 
« 


) 
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Fourthly they y telll us, x Pet, 2.9. ——_— 
alle Run '&c. Andfo 16 ath 
made us Ki tat 

xz. Truth : andas' warliid to the ewes, 'Bxod. 

pap rt Yet all che Jewes were not Prieftsto offer 

- ordinary Saeritices iis the Temple 3 orto teach 

in the Synagogues. 

2+ They haye other ther Sacrifiees, to offer beſides Prea- 

ching; 1 #e.23.5.' Spiriuall: Sagvifices, acc-pra» 

ble to God by Chitt; ſee what theſe Sacrifices 

are Ro.12.1. Pſal. 7. 17. Pſal. 141. 3. Heb. 5. 

| 7. Rev. 5-8. —_ 14-23+ Heb.13.15. Phil. 4+ 

13: Heb. 13.16 
3- By the ſame Text they are Kings too, a FoyallIPric 

bood; what ? the S——_ the Sept, oi ©1.do E 

them ? beware of Popes ! takes heed of Levelling both 

'| Church and State. Theſe anſwers | find both in Peter 
Meartyr,and Mr. Gilleſpy, and they are ſufficient. 

If there be # neceſſity of « Minifteriall calling z then there 
| - -7 2000 ga and wheat is this but 4 Po- 
piſb ueceeſfion, &ec 
| ur believing « perpetuall Mixiſtery, doth net oblige us 
\; #9 believe, either a lineal, or viſible —= that was al- 
wayes pure, NO more then our believing a perpetuall 


Ah, 


O0b.s . 


Soh | 
Vide Gilleſpy 

ibid. PS» 
Vid Zanch.5 75 


Church, doth oblige us to believe a perperucl vilible 
pure Church. 


2. Mr. Rutherford, goes very neere to prove a vilible 
ſucceſſion of Proteſtant Miniiters: I meane fuch 
as held the Proteſtanc DoQrine', from che Apo- 
ſtles dayes.Vid. Kuther ford, Divine Righep. 230» 

Bar Chr2f fnbadha Diſo - RR ;19 ; they muſt 
Bat Z wu Diſcipies z#iy;t muit not 
be call'd Rabbi, they are — p 


gener im ambitionem ouenem intelligit. Pareus ad Maſ. 23. 
C2 Anſ. 


i. 


[tte ſbi jubet cavere , nominatim vero 2 flulta affefatione'faftuofs tituli Rabbi Schend 


; 26 
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Vid. P.Moryr. 
ner uns 
16. D. 
Non i icuc 


togpreſcrtim 


{og 


Anſ, 1, This Argamznt holdsas well againft Chri- 
ſtian Magiftracy as Goſpell Mini 


2 Peter Mertyr anſwrrs\ ic | Ghar, Curl there ( | 
im- |forbediowhition and afteFQation ination amongſt : 
probat tiralos | his Diſciples; bur. not. the orderly Superiority of Pas | 

ſe, ſed am- | arg over the flock ; for we read elſewhere of ſome, that . 


itiosd affetta- | 1,e Lord hath ſec over his people, whe-muſt.be had in 
Co 


| R ; 6s wo 
#4 igni ſunt: — alind eſt Minifterii dignitas,aſind Miniſtcorom ambitio. Vide Pereum 


honour for their workes 


4. 


— 


.Þ M 


QUEST, Ix 


1 
£ vw 


QuzsrT. IL 


Whether private ordinary perſons ( though guifted, 
and calld (i.e. deſired) may ordinarily 
preach, and interpret, and apply Scripture 5 ix 


ding to any Scripture warrant.) without-a jo> 
lem ſetting apart to the office.” ' | 


FEST AFforel come to make a poſitive determina: 
D) Lion of this Queſtion, it will be neceſſary, 


he jealowſie;, that ſome ſobes Chriftiais 


that others would ſeek and catch at by miſinterpretetion 
of it.. I ſhall firſt therefore ſhew you what the queſtion 
is,not what I contend not for, and cleare the queſtion 
from miſtakes, both in referenos to the Subje& and dif. 
puted AQ. | 
1. The Queſtion is nor, whetber ſuch # bave net beene 
| brought up in the Univerſity, and are well verſad in School- 
learning may preach,ec, No, this is not that which we 
 difpute, chough we thiuk that Pax! was not the more 
unfit for prea ing.for ſitting at Gomelie!'s feet ; yet we 
ſay an Univerſity breeding is nor abſolutely neceſſary, 
though withall we mult tell thoſe that ſo decry univer- 
ity breeding, aud humane learning , that Ars non hs 


the publique aſſemblings of Churches (accor- | 


that 1 ſhould” deliver the queſtion from | :. + + 
may have of it, and from the advantages |" 


-—— — ———  —— 


— — 


T4 


m—_—_— 


- 


| * ZrgeGa8r!, 
" | a metaphor 
either raken 
from wreſtlers, 
that p!nck 
thoſe they 
wreſtle with, 
firſt one way, 
chen another, 
or from Chy- 
micks, that 
| rorcure natural 
bodies to ex- 
cra& that our 
of them which 
God never put 
in chem, or 
from tortures 
which put an 
innocent body 
upon the rack, 
and make him 
ſpeake char 
which he never 
thought. 


1d; Leth. 


Critic. 

Veluri tor- 
mentis ad hi- 
bris habe 1t 
de Scripruris 
queſtiones vt 
non quod veri- 
ras exigir ſed 
| quod votant 
EXxprim int. 
Lorinus in 

2 Pet.3 16. 


—— —— — 
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| inimicum preter ignorantems. Learning yet never had any 
«enemies , but ſuch as were ignorant themſelves. And 


the A tel]s as, that j files, there are: 
ſome things hard to be - they that are 
anlearned and wnſtable * doe other Scriptures 


to their own defirutions, 2 Pet. 3-16. There are two forts 
of perſons that wrelt Scriptures. 1. The nlearned, they 
wreſt them through ignorance. 2, The wnſtable, men of 
crotchicall heads,:that fancy new notions, theſe uſually 
wreſt Scriptures, out of the wantonnefle of their fancies 
not deing Content with the plaine meaning, but indea* 
vouring to make the Scripture ſerve the notion of their 
wild fancies ; wehave inftances enough of both. Thoſe 
that are unlearned , how ſtrange notions; roduce 
01397 we gee nonſenſe ? what =_ all dif- 
courſes ? what firange inte tions of Scripture we 
have from them ? what Gr endies Po for 
truths? 1 could inſtance thus in one lately who in a 

reat congregation undertooke to handle his Text, 

ettber Logically, nor Theologically, but P araphiraſtically ; 
and the {a1 ſon undertaking to prove, that Jobs the 
beleved Diſciple wrote the Revelation, proved it thus: Aſo 
fer was the beloved of God in the old Te nt, fo. be bed 


'ubere; had 
' it weuld have concluded ftra 
| would have run mad. But though we ſay that” Lear 
' ning is a good meare, and qualification for a Preacher , 
| TAG d ic not abſolutely necefſary ; we ſay, if one 


tbe bonowr to write the firſt Book there ; and Tobn being the 
beloved Diſciple in the new Teftament { wrote the leſt books 
is notion been hammer'di 
ly; and the-Argament 


proved, and examin'd, and found to have ſome com- 
petent meaſurs of knowledge ;z and a ſound judgement 


inthe wayes of God, though he be not adorned with 


Schoole learning asochers , yet he may be ſer apart for 

the work of the Miniſtry 3 and this hath been the pra» 

Aice of our Churcher. I remember when my —_— 
oO 


— 


a Syllogilme, | — 


|. | 
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ordained, there were- ſome ordained ander the Nos 
tioa, of Srudenzs iz Divinity, which was expounded by 


che Preſþytery, luck as, m bred up in the Usi- 
verſity , bu rich — wraps ak 
tent knowledge in the myſteries of God , &c. - But this 


is not the Queſtion; only, I have hinted thus much to 
let oar Brethren know, that wedo not idolize learning, 
though we honour it, and doe not deſpiſe it ; bat look 
upon.it as the ordinary way to inable a man ourward- 
ly co interpret Si and underſtand the tongues, 
_—_ _ him to Preach methodically and perſaa- 
vely, | 

Secondly, the Dueſtion is not what perſons extramdins- 
rily called aud qualified by the extraordinary gifts of the box 
ly Gboſt might doe in th ut tipee 3 the Holy Ghatt lupplyed 
one Bomdoedhr 
now be procured by ordinary meanes and induſtry ; and 
cherefore I.conceive it an arguing, becauſe the 

Diſciples 6c the Apoſtles. upon 
fell in-, dapeg of Perentoft, or to whom, the Hol 
Ghat was given in that; extraordinary manner, (ta 
them for their excraordinary work in the firſt plantatt 
ub the Golpell)might Preach, interpret, and 
fo 


an apply Sclpina his is no better argument, then 
one ſhould argue, that benaule Pever laid tothe lame man, 
AGs.3.5. Tn thename of Feſws ar + dew Naareth, riſe 
; Par + og Parties y may doe ſo now. 

folly of (uch Jogick:wonld eafily appear, fie were 
broyghr.co » prafticall $yllogiſine, .ic 1s no argument, 
Care fn or propor Theo 
} ourtae, fallacy of fach a is 
nat the Queſtion. Nor, | | 


Thirdly,is dhe Queſtion, H#hrier none may Privch ther 


74 nat ſaloon jeb ap 619; ty the beying on of the my ny 


_ OO — — —  —— 
.- "I 


on to'ſuch, what mult | pjgi 


whom-the Holy Ghot | ' 


FA 


—— 


— - 


| 


| 


— OD r———— — ——_—— OP Eo re EEO OY PI I 9 noone Lo... _ ale a 
ww 
= 


"Findicie po nr T vangelicl. 


| Preſtrien: I intend not here to to diſput e concerni 
particular ceremony, uſed in ordination Cofthat hereat. 


ir) br hoy be coole, wedurk 


arid 1 ſball ) argue even the 
ues 


neceliey ofiiiee (0 aSirien Olea? and cannot 

ic as an uſelefſe Ceremonie, but maſt wonder 

alictle, that our brethren that profeſle ſo much ſtrit- 
neſſe in Rules and' ts 'in as 


of inſtirured worſhip or teriding'to ir', wr doco we | 
is 


a matter of ſo-man * phitn; 
we think there is as 


ure prefidents' in 


—_ 
ting «t the Table, in partaking the Lords 
taking of it in the Evening ; + 
demne our Brethren that praRice 'both th 
our ſelves g with them'in the 


yea much more TT 
this (derided) Comme 4 then either” for ſre- 


ry Or pay« 
are not con- 
eſe, but doe 
former.1 ſball 


hing Colla 
ſpeak ſomethin laterally here to that Ceremony, 


of1 


of hands, and moredireQly hereafter ; bur 


x 


notlay ythe firefſe of his queſtion 'apon'ir ; for 


_Sthey havebeen rome eminent noe! 


have lookt upon it as a thing Icotld 
have wiſh'd ey would [han Tyme 6 to be 
ſcan'd as well astheirj ts to be credited. | 
Nor is this "the perſons by "whom be. 
thats ts be fent ou ar 4 Preacher of: 8. mſi be onda. 
porter me aye ; wherhier's fans 


ee hard fllfa be © produre/ thiir 


beak 
ED 
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threncan diſtinguiſh betwixt Levites and Prieſts, and Go- 
ſpel-miniſters,and betwixt that impoſition of bands, & a Go- 
ſpcl-ordination ; we hope our Brethren will rather deſert 
that weak proofe , thenallow us ſuch kind of proofes as 
we could bring fromthe conſtitution, and order of the 
Jewiſh Church , fot the proofe ofg Nationall Church 3 
and many other things in reference to Church order, 
which our brethren will not allow us. But this is not 
the queſtion here, though 1 ſhall ſpeake ſomething to 
{ this hereafter, and here Collaterally ; -but the queſtion is 
k.ere,wbether ſuch gifts « Chriſtians are now ordinarily gif» 
ted with, without any ſolemn ſetting apart of the perſon ſo gif 
ted, be enough to capacitate one for the Preaching of the Go- 
ſpel crdinarily, ev. . For the particular right of Impofiti. 
on of bands, 1 ſuppoſe that there hath been more alrea- 
dy ſpoken for that, then our brethren have yet beene 
able, or (to ſpeak modeſtly) at leiſure to anſwer. Nor is 
the queſtion, 


Whether ſuch as intend the Miniſtry, and are 0 be ſet a: 
| part for it,may not preach, exc. That their abilities may be 
| tried, approved and judged: Such are not to be inclu- 
ded under the Notion of private perſons ; and beſides 
there is a plaine implicit Scripture-allowance for ſuch. 
to preach a while for the triall of their gifts in that pre- 
cept, 1 Tim, 5.22, Where Timothy is charged to lay 
bands ſuddenly on none ; he was to prove them firſt, and to 
make triall of their gifts, and for as much as not only 
Timothig, and the Preſbyteries approbation ' of a Pa- 
ſtor of a Church - ſcemes neceſſary, but alſo the 
Churches approbatims, to whieh he is tobe a Miniſter, 
it ſeemesmneceſlary he ſhould exerciſe his gifts for trial 
ſake. Yet not without the approbation of the Preſbyte» 
ry (faith learned * GiBeſpy, ) nor ordinarily tanquam ex 
officio( with whom his _____ Countryraan agrees) and 


| 


* 
——_ 


— 
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Quum forma 
veteris populi 
nihil ad nos 

| pertineat.con- 
fulendi ſant li- 

| bri novi teſta- 
menti, viden- 
dumque quid 
hicdere ibi 

| doceatur, de- 
inde forma 
quoque vetetis 
Eccleſiz nobis 
inſpicienda in- 


dum Iquibus 
eligendi fant 
Miniftr i.Zaxch. 
I quartum pr e- 
cept.980, 


4 
So did the Ce- 

rethiſie,of old 
(faith Walews.) 


' *Gi Trea- 

| bogs As 
Queſt.c. 34-43 

| Rutherford's 

| peaceable plea 

p-248. 


| 


deque diſcen- | 


18 


S. 
Notandun et, 


&c-duplicem 


vocationem 


efſe neceflari- 


am, &c. 
Tanchins in 
quartim pr e- 
cept.778, 


6. 
Vid. P.Motyr. 
lo6.com.5 29+ 
& 15+ 
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thereis a plaiae Scriprure allowance for it in the betoe 
menti-ned precepts. This cheretore is not the queſtion, | 
but the queſtion is concerning ſuch as neither are ſet a» 
part, nordo intend eo be ordained and ſet apart for the 
work of the Miniſtry , whecher they may ordinarily 
preach, interpret, ddrols Texcs and Scriptures, 8c, 
Nor yet is the queſtion. 
Whether the ſolemne ordzining , and ſetting one apart 
to the ordinary preaching of the Goſpell, be the only thing ne 
ceſſary to make one # preacher of the Goſpell : we grant it is | 
but #himus aZme, the laſt and veat : he muſt be 
ſent from God, and qualified by him, both with AMinifte- 
riell graces, and gifts, Titust. 9. 7. 1 Tim. 3.1,2, 3: 
Let not therefore any fly out, and tell us that we 1Ido- 
lize ordination,or that we hold that the Pres hands 
make a Miniſter of the Goſpell, we ſay no ſuch thing : 
we hold that he maſt be inwardly qualified with graces 
and gifts fic for the work , that he muſt (if hebe apaſtor 
in a Church) be choſen and called tothe work : and (be- 
ing thus inwardly qualified and elefied and called to the 
work) he maſt be examined, tried, and proved, and then |. 
ſet apart: and we ſay that the Prezbyters may aQan ordi- 
nation menu errente, with an erring hand, as well as in 
Church cenſures claveerrante, with a miſteking Key : w: 
plead only for «rdination , and ſoltmne ſerting apart of 
_ to the work as nccefſarizm , that which is ne- 
not as that which is zict neceſſarizm the onely 
thing needfull, this it not the Queſtion» No nor yet is 
the Queſtion, s 
__ bat may lawfully be done in — fe , Where 
are no Miniſters regularly ordained, nor a poſſibility of 
re ordination, as in caſe, a ny of private 
Chriſtians ſhould ſuffer ſhipwrack , and be caſt upon | 
India, and forced to abide there, doubtlefſe in ſuch a caſe 
asthii now : thoſe that are gifted amongſt them might 
preach : and in ſuch a caſe if the people ſhouldby faſting 


_—_ > ——_— 
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and prayer ſer one apart for a conſtant Preacher, I 


know nothirg could be ſaid againſt it, or now incaſe of 
perſeention, if a Church ſhould be diſperſed, and baniſhed 


into Countries, where the Goſpell is not preached, 
nor no regular Miniſter obrained to Minilter to .them in 
the things of God z and they are not able poſſibly to ga 
ther together and reſide any where together, to aRt in 
Church order; this is Coſw ; c_—_ v7 a przterre- 
caſe ; and much may be infuch caſes, that is 
not lawfull in an ordinary way\, when the diſpenſati. 
ons of God, put noeChriſtians u ſuch neceſſiries, 
becauſe Zipporeb in a caſe of ty circumciſed her 
own child. | I ſuppoſe none will argue. ic was lawfull 
for the Hebrew women , ordinarily to circumcile their 
own children. The Learned know what hath been de- 
termined upon ſuch caſes, in caſes of Midwife"; 


zings, &c. And ſuch was the caſe, AG; 8. 4. When the 
de had diſperſed the Church at Hierwſ+ 
that ſome were this way, and ſome another: a 
all had not a Church officer with them , nor were they 


i. 


at liberty, to at in Church order ſomethi 
elſe, ſhall alſo anon be ſpoke to that place. Bnt the we. 


Rjon is here of what, in ordinary caſes is unlawfull. or( 
yet is it the preſenc queſtion, 

What Chriſtians may doc in their private families, whe- 
ther they may not there read the Scriptures, and obſerve 
what God diſcovers to them of the ſence and meaning 
of them; and if they — what they read prafti 
cally ro their ſervants and children; 1 have coding to 
ſay againſt any Chriltians ſo doing ; but conceive they 
may have ſome warrant from Dew. 6. 6,7. Ey 


Chriſtian is a King, Prieſt , and Prophet in bie Family ; 
and as I hope none will argue that, becauſe 
Chriſtian is a ruler in his Family, cherefore he hath aw | 


CE 


I9 


4.1%. 
Qu# a deofi- 
unt extra ordi- 
nem,admijrare 
debemus non 
imitari. 

Ibid. + 
Yer other lear+ 
ned men as 
Rutherford, &c. 
Thinke thar in 
ſuch caſes thoſe 
Bapciſms were 
null. 


Hexc ad gene 


| ralem vocatio 


nem pertinents 
Uid.Pet Mart. 


thority to be an officer in the Church; ſol conceive the | l6c.con. 529. 


Argument will be judged a zow ſequitur , very weak, that | ?-17- 
D 2 ſhall! - 


[letter of them;therefore it is lawfull for him, to doe it 


| Maſter of a family ſhould undertake even there to dig 
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(hall conclude, that bzcaule it may be lawfall , for a pri- | 
vate Chriſtian to read ; and as far as he is able, to open | 
and apply Scriptures in his own family , and to obſerve | 
what truths God thall diſcover tohim , from the plaine 


in the publike afſemblings of the Church or Congre- 
gation ; yet wichall, we cannot think it fit that every 


into the deeps; and tounty the difficulties of Scripture 
(except he be one whom God hath induced with gifts 
fitting for ſuch a worke , who either is skilPd in the O- 
riginall tongues, or is able to compare © and weigh 
Scripture with Scripture; and by ſtudying to find our 
the drift of the Holy Gboſt in that Scriptare 3 and to un- 
derſtand the method of the Penman , and the argument 
of it.) It would bemuch more ſafe , and advantageous 
(doubtlefſe) for Chriſtians in whoſe hearts God hath 
kindled fach a zeale, as to ſpend fome time with thrir 
Families to read Scripturez and to enlarge upon what 
they read , to take ſome paines to conſult the ( ommen- 
taries and expoſition; of able Divines (with many of 
which in our own language, this Ape is bleſt ) and to 
weigh their interpretations with their own thoughts ; 
and compare them wich the Doctrine of faith , and im- 
artially debating them in their owne thoughts {if they 
judge theic interpretations ſound, ) rather to be con- 
tent , to let their family have the benefit of them by tel. 
ling them to them,or reading them tothem, then to de- 
vile interpretations of their own, leſt they pervert the 
Seriptures to their own deſtrutions, and their families 
too, 2 Pet+3. 16. But it is not the queſtion here, what 
a private Ghriſtian that is gifted , may doe in his own 
private family; nor is there a like reaſon for his doing} 
it there, as in the aſſemblings of aChurch or Congre- 
_ cg z he is by Gods Ordinance a teacher there ; nor is 
ere the like danger upon his adventure, for hee 
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is there in his proper place,and ating in his righe ſphere, 
and may expe&t more of the influence of Gods bleſſing 
and afſiitance upon him there, aRing according to Gods | 
order then in the Palpit , 'or pablike meetings of the 
Charch and COPE where he will be out of his 
right place,and breaking Goſpell-order. Bur this (1'fay 
is not the Queſtion. Nor Laftly, 

Is the Queſtion , whether « Chriſtian mzy not privately 
exhort his brother? nor whether Chriſtian; may not private- 
ly meet together ; and tell one another their experiencer, what | © 
God hath done for their ſoles , nor whether, a private Chri- | © 
ftian if be be gifted , (though not ſet apart to the work of the 
Miniſtry) may not write an expoſition upon a Text of Serip. 
ture, or @ whole _— or more if be will, and by bu pen teach 
bis brother ? No, the queſtion is only of interpreting 
Scriptures, taking Texts, raiſing DoQtrines, and ap» 
plying of them in a publike meeting , and congregati. 
on of people; for we eafily grant theſe- private afts of 
Chriſtians, 

That a private Chriſtian may exbort bis brother, if he be 
an ancient Chriſtian, and meets with a young convert,he 
may call upon him to be carefall of the vanities of youth, 
to take heed to his walking that he ſcandalizerh not the 
Goſpell of Chrift. A private Ephefian might fay evento 
Archippas, take beed to thy Miniſtry ; we have many pre- 
cepts for thisin Scripture. ' 

That if a company of Chriſtians occaſionally meet toge- 
ther ; if one of thens will, be may , either repeat s Sermon, be 
| bath beard to them, or begin and relate to them , what God 
bath done for bis ſoule , and call upon them” to ſtand faſt; 
this'one another, .and a third may doe by way of diſ- 
courſe ; doubclefle private Chriſtians may meet together, 
conferre, relate experiences, repeat Sermons, -&c. Wee 
doe not anly allow all this, bat think it our daty to re- 
joyce, when we heare of thoſethat feare the Lord ; mee» 
ting thus often together, and ſpeaking one to another, ( pe 
vided . 


| 
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Queſt. 
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| vided it be not in a time when they ſhould be attending 
the publike Miniſtry ofthe word) or other publike mee- 
tings of the Church. | 
That if a Chriſtian be gifted, with gifs of learning, the. 
He may lawfully write diſcourſes upen Subjelts in Divinity, 
and Commentaries upon Scripture , and teach by his pen; 
we can rejoyce in the labours of our brethren this way 
who arenot ordained Miniſters. But this is not the 
queſtion z our queſtion is only , tewching Preaching vive 
voce, with a vr VOyCe, «f it & an Ordinance of God 7 - 
adminifired in the publike aſſemblings 0 » An 
having now laid Yanyr of wr the r= 3 and 
ſhewed you what it is not : 1 ſhall in the next place 
ſhew you what icis, and you may take ic thus truly fta- 
ted. 
Whether it be lawfxll for any Chriſftian , (bow 'well gificd 
ſoever though deſired) if not approved , and ſolenen« 
ly ſet apart, for the work of the Miniſtry in orderly 
C 1, and at ordinary times (being not endued 
with thoſe extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghoſt which 
the Apoſtles and primitive Diſciples and Chriſtians 
bad) in the publike «fſſemblings of the Church or Con- 


gregation ordin arily I: ; etake Texts, 
- rig -- "8M from and make application 


This is the queſtion truly ſtated:to which, 1 ſhall cake 
leave, to deliver my opinion, and I hope the truth of 
Chrilt in it. wand 

Thot, it is Sin anlawfull for wvate perſons, 

(bow well gifted ſoever ) the no of 
the Holy Gboſt being now ceaſed) being not ſoleneuly 
ſet apart for the work of the Miniftry, in orderly 
Churches at the publiks meetings of the Church, and 
Congregation, to take upon them ordinarily to preach 
tbe Gojpelt ts interpret Scriptures, to take Texts, 0 
penn 


#pply them, eve. FRA 
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This Poſition with the help of God I ſhall indeavour 
to make good toany thatare not prejudiced in Judge- 
ment, nor ſo puft up with the overweening opinion and 
apprehenſion , or diQates , that they are reſolved to be 
blind co truth. 

1. I ſhall by reaſon, and Scripture Arguments, prove 

ie (infull and unlawtull. | 
2. I (hall indeavour to anſwer ſuch cavils , and ob- 
je&tions as have been brought for Arguments in 
the affirmarive. 
Not to obſerve Goſpell- order in aGs of Inſtituted worſhip is 
ſinfull, and xnlawfull. 
But for private Chriſtians bow well gifted ſoever to Preach 
ordinarily , to open and apply Scriptures in publike aſſemblies 
without 4 ſetting «part for the work ,s for them,Nit to obſerve 
Goſpell- order, exc. Ergo. Ive: 
The Major none will deny, the Minor I prove. 
To adventure upon ad ainiftring aG þ-0-O-dim ence with. 
out ſuch a miſſion «« Goſpell=precepts require, and Goſpel preſo- 
dents bold forth , ſuch ſb1l4 bave as adventure upon ſuch ad- 
miniſtration;,is not to obſerve Grſpell-ordere | 
Burt for ſuch ordinarily ts preach, and interpret, and apply 
Scriptures, is for them to adventure to admninifler « Gofpell- 
Ordinance with ſuch s miſſion,as Goſpel precepts require, 
and Gofþ:l: prefidents bold forth, ſuch ſhou'!d bave , who ad- 
venture upon ſuch adminiſtrations. Ergo. 
The Major none will deny. The Minor I prove. 

Thoſe that undert ake to preach the Grfpell, to interpret and 
| #pph pro gre fe® yas by vertze of their inward grace, 
| end natw all gifit,and eleffion and calling of the pevple, 
wndert che the adminiſtring of a Goſpe ance with- 
ont ſuch a miſſion, as G pet precepts require , and Go 
Sel-prefidents bold forth ſuch ſbould bave as «dmini- 
fter 8 Goſpell- Ordinance. a 


| 


| cnfueranda 
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Ergo, They undertake it without ſuch a miſſion as 
Goſpell precepts require, and Goſpell preſidents 
hold forth, ſuch ſhould have as adminiſter aGo» 

ſpel- ®rdinance. 
The Major is to be pry =_y WI prove. 

If Goſpel preceptrrequire,and Goſpell prefidents hold forth, 
7 that + ih ph. - Gopell ſhould beſides their inward | 
graces and gifts, andeleGion, and call, be ſolemnly ſet apart 
for the preaching of it , then. the inward graces and gifts, 
and theele&ion and call of the people, are not all the 
Goſpell requires. 

But GoſpeB-preceptr require , and Goſpell preſidents bold | 
farth, that theſe that are to preach the Goſpel), ſbould-not 
only bave inward gifts, and graces, ang ati outward call and 
election ; but alſo that they ſbould be ſolemnly ſet apart for that 


ms | 
he Major cannot be denyed,if we take the word call 
only to expreſle the deſire of the people. | 
The Minor ſhall prove in both the branches of it. | 
Firſt,that Gofpel-precepts require,that thoſe that Preach the 
Goſpell ſhould not only be ſuch s have grace and gifts, and 
ſhould be able to a and choſen, and deſiredio it; but alſo 
that they ſbould be ſolemnly ſet apart for the work , and ap- | 
poinced to it, . This I ſhall firſtprove, and then 1 ſhall | 
rove. | | | 
That Goſpel, preſidents alſo bold forth, that ſuch «« prea« | 
cbed the Goſpell , bad beſides their inward gifts and graces, 
gud the election and defire of others , s ſolemne ſetting avart 
| 10 that great worke. | B 
. I, I hall ſhew you Goſpell-precepts : I ſhall only in- 
ſtance iu.three, the firſt ſhall be that, 1 Ti 5, 1. For 
this cauſe left I thee in Creet, that thow ſbouldit ſet in order 
thoſe things which are wanting , and ordains Elders in every 
City,as I bad appointed thee, | | 
The Apoſtle there appoints Titus, -.. 
= That there ſhould be Elders in every City, . 


2. That 


[) 
ou 
I 
” 


4__- 
| 


| « 2. The meaning is not meerly that be ſhruld elect ſome 
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2. That'he ſhould ordaine them, | 

x. There ſhould be Elders [ not gifted brethren onely ] 
but Elders; what is here meant by Elders,you ſhall fee 0- 
pened,v.7,8.9. a Biſhop, one that ſhould overſee, and take 
care of the Church,a ſteward of God, v.75. Thoſe that fbenld 
be able, by exhortation, and ſound doctrine,both to exhort and 
convince gainſajers ; | ſuppoſe none will tell us there, that 
by Elder; are meant, Elders in reſpe@ of age, (time muſt 


25 


Dn Em 


make them, not Titw,) nor yet Civill Magiſtrates (for 
feare they prove Tirw a Pope with authority to make 
E mperours.)By Elders therefore are meant © in che 
Church,and v.9. Preaching is ſet out, as their work, the 


work of their office: There muſt be ſuch Elders, and Tirw 

is bid xa-s5ion: to ordain them ; what is the meaning of 
that ? FEM | | 

1.The meaning cannot be, that be ſhould give tham gfe 

— and graces that was out of his power, except by 

gift we mean an authority to preach 


to be Elders, for EleQion of officers belongs to 
the whole Chatch , Mets 6.6, Beſides the word 


= Rs & 


cannot be ſo tranſlated. | 
3. If Saint Pax had thought gifts encugb to make 2 Prea- | 
cher,it bad been enough for him to have ſent ta Titw, 
to give order that all that had gifts ſhould exhort and 
convince gainſayers ;' but here is another A@re- 
quired of Ti1w,ordain Elders ; what is the mea- 
ning ofthat? © 
The originall word is «=o, it fignifieth to appoint 
and ſes ſome over'others ar ofſeer;, Rulers, Scapula, Confti: 
to, preficio 3 Thus it is generally taken amongſt Greeke 
writers. Demoſthenes, Tſecratey, Zmophin. &c, But it is 
moſt inquirable;' how it is taken in the New Teſtament 
uſually; and we ſhall finde the Holy _— generally 
uling it i2 this ſerice, Manb. 24 45,47. Manb:25.21, 


ceptum. 


La rdsScapule 


Lexican. 
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Heb.7.28. Heb.2.57 Indecd it is uſed in another ſenſe, 

| Rome5 .19- lamer 3.6, As 17.15. James 4-4, 23Pea. 1.8. 
Bur che ſenſe thar ic is uſed in there,will not helpe at all, 
for, 1 This is the native aud moſt proper ſignification of the 
word. 2. It is generally thus uſed in Scripture pbraſe. 
3. There 1s na other Scripture-acceptation of it which will 
ſerve this place, 4. It is plains that the Apoſtle bere meanes 
that Titus fbould ſet foure as Officers over others , by the fol- 
lowing verſcs, where thoſe whom he was to ordaine are 
called Bifbopr,Stewerds, v.11. Now theſe are names of 
Office and Authority ; thoſe that defire to be ſatisfied 
more in the vindication of that place may read Dr. Sea- 
man. Now if you ſhall deſire ro know how Tit»s ſhould 
Lam ordaine theſe Elders, ic is not fo clearly expreſt 
there as in other places : But it is plaine enough, A&s 
6.v. 3. Where the Apoſtle bids the Diſciples lovhe on? 
19) ia Fe. +8” waage | might eppoint over that buſi. 
ce; the Originall word is the ſame; now the Diſciples 
V-$o ved the Apoſtles motion, and choſe fome.: 
now atter what manner did the Gs pa appoint them 
over the bulineſſe? v.6. They faſted and prayed, and layd 


-| their bands #n them. This Text in Ti is plaine enough. 


The Apoſtle commands Tiews to give ſome authority, 
be 


to and ordaine ſome to preach the Goſpel, that 
aiken plains and jadged @ neceflry, charBaine Fen 
I J ary, at i | Pax 
leaveth Tien bebind him in aq ye, 9g to doe the 
worke. This eppointing is an a& of Tiew and the Preſ- 
bytery,not of the people. Titus is here mentioned onely, 
bu heProbuny b mendcnad, I Tim. 4+ 14. And 
_—_— ct: 6.6. If every gifted brother wichout any 
ſolomne pn—_—_ but being meerely elefted and 
defired by the people , might have y exhorted 
and convinced gainſayers , and have been a Biſhop, 4 
Steward. Titw might have gone away with P it 
| ſeems it was nat the doQine of thoſe times, This Scrip- 


care 
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ture precept concerning the ſendin ng out of Preachers tn 


Crete, you ſee requires more of thoſe that were tobe ſent 
out, then that they ſhould have graces and gifts, and be 
choſen and defiredto ic : ir requires chat they ſheuld be 
ordaind by Titw, 8c | 

A ſecond Scripture-precept which 1 will inſtance in, 
is, 1 Tim.5.22, Where Saint Paw! gives a precept to T3- 
mothy : Lay bands ſuddenly on no man. In which you 
have : 

1. An implicit commezd, that Timothy ſbould lay band: 

» on ſome. 
2. An explicite precept,tbat be ſhould lay b and; ſuddenly 


on none. 


Two things muſt be enquired. 1. ho they are that 7i- 


| mothy is commanded not to lay hands wag ans bare 
2. What the Apo ban aca EG and: fud- 
denly on none # 5 Ce by SY 


None ? this will be plaine enough , by 
context. The A had in that Cha 
Timothy ſeveral Rules the 


been 
of 


Sirer, v.17. He rels him, that the Elder that ruled vel 
_- 


be accounted worthy of double bonexy , « 
& labored in the Wird and Doltrine: 
labowr in the Word and Deftrine maſt be 7) thels are 
worthy of double honour. Adaintensnce is meant in 


| |pan,verd. The Apoftle proves it by Scriprure,Dexs.25. 


4 Maith.10 10, are the Oxen that tread out 
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Sacely ic is not mzant of a violent {aying mn of band;", nor| 
an rdiz wry laying haudr up3n any, (as a man may lay 
his h 1n4 up2n a Sctoole or Table, )bur it is meant of ſame 
| ſignificative aion : to find out theretore whac is mean, 
ſerus conſult the Scriptures, and fee in what caſes this 
ltying #3 of h 2ad; wax uſed ; and then compare them all 
with chis Tex:, and (ee which ſutes it. It is already noted 
by the Learneds, that laying on of hands was uſed in 
Scripture. 

In Slejong by ſuperiours,thus Gen. 48. 14 Ta:ob Bleſ- 
fing Ephraine and Minſſes , laid his hands upon them, 
fo Meth, 19. 15, Chriit Jaid his hands on the lictle chil» 

ren. 

In th: ſetting apart of a Sacrifice tz God, Num. 8.12» Tt 
was commanded chat the Levices ſhould lay theic bands 
on the Sacrifice. FAY A 

In giving the Holy Ghoſt, Aa: 8. 17, 18. AG;19.6. 
| AF: 9. 15: and no whereelſe that I know, in Scripture 
{is mention made of the uſe of it upon that account. 
4+ In diſpenſing out the extrgordinary gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, 
Pide --165-ng as in beating, Acts 28.8. AG $.19. Chriſt in healing 
hp [uſedic, Lu: 4.40. Mor.6.5. Mar. 5.5.23- 
tins ler. com. Laftly. It was uſed in the ſetting pare of one to an office, 
3*.13 7,138. ſeitherin the Azgiſtrecy, ſo Mrfer uſed it to Tofbueb 

Ss Nam, 27. 23. Or Miniſtry ; and ſo the Apoſtlesuſed it, 
he-le,6g obl, | Aczr, 6. 6, And the Church of Antioch in ordaining Pow! 
9.358. '05* | and Barnabas, Acts 13.2. | 

I doe not find in Scripture, that laying on of hands 
was uſed upqn any other occaſions ; now let us enquire 
what the Apoſtle meanes herein his precept to Timothy, 
Lay band: ſuddenly ox none; either 1. Bleſſe none ſuddenly, 
or. 21 Heale none ſuddenly, or. 3 Set ng Sacrifice apart to 
God ſuddenly. Surely none will fay any of theſe is meant 3 
$g8crifices ( wirh their rites) were ceaſed , an d none can 
give any reaſon or paralell Scripture, to warrant either 
of the other z therefore the Apoſtle muſt meane PTY 


1.Di- 
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1. Dlſpenſe not owe the Holy Gheſt, ſuddenly #1 any, or, 
2 Ordaine none to be efficers in the Church or State ſuddenly, 
orelſe a new ſenſe muſt be found warranted by no Scrip- 


cure. 
1. Surely his meaning is not Difenſe ont the Ho'y Ghoſt 
ſuddenly to any. For, 

1 It doth not appeare,that Timothy bad any ſueb powers, 

The Apoſtles indeed had, Acts 8. 17. Acts 19. 6: But 
Timothy though he was an extraordinary officer was no 
Apofſlle. 

_ We doe not read of any ſuch cantions in giving the Hely 
Gboſt, ic was an AR of the Apoſtles in which they were 
guided (doubtlefſe) by an extraordinary diſcerning 
ſpiric. x | 

4 3+ The sbſerving the coberence of the words with thoſe be- 
fore, will make it plaine (of which before.) 

4. Obſerve how the ſame phraſe is uſed in other places of 
theſe Epiſtles to Timothy, 1-Time4. 14. Neglect not the gift 
which was given thee by Prophecy , and the laying on of the 
bend; »f the Presbytery ; we read no where that the Hol 
Ghoſt was given by the laying -on of the bend: of vhe. 
Pres ;3 indeed Paxl joyned in this at, 2\Tim. x. 6, 
And be wes an Apoſtle, but the Apoſtle plainly ſayes, that 
this gift was given him (not only by the laying on of 
his hands, but) by tbe laying on of the bands of the Preſbytery ; 
this could not be the Holy Gboft. 

Nor is it any thing to the purpoſe if any ſball object, that 
here was more then an ordinary ordination ,. for the Text 
ſprakes of a gift given by the laying on of bands; now none 
| will ſay, that the laying on of band: of the Prethyters , gives 
an inward gift. . 

I dx not know why we may not ſay-that the gift of prea- 
thing # in a man by vertue of bis Ordination. + * 
All the buſineſſe lyes upon diſtinguiſhing upon thoſe 
two termes. 2x. Gift, 2. Ir in thee. 


DO — 


Vid.Zaxchius 
#1 Quart pres. + | 


cept.7 72. 


0b, 


| x. If we meane by the gift, thoſe inward gifts of low 


\ 


—— 


30 


Quidem mel,» 
[2 volunt ipſum 
ordinem, &c. 
Vid.Eftium.ad 


loc. 
Vid.Catuin, l.4- 
inſtit.-3« 


Comment-ad loc, 
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ledge, and judgement ixvention, cc. Which make the gra- 

cious perſon fit for a preacher ; indecd we cannoc ſay 

that ordination, the laying on of the hands of the Pret- 

bytecy gives theſe gifts : But if we take 2de:opz gitt 

for at externa, an outward power and authority to 
reach, 

This is a gift, or forthe Office it felfe which is a gift, 
and a great gift,and a free gift: this gift is given by ordi- 
nati>n, icis a great and noble, and honourable gift ; 
which God hath berruſted his Church in giving oat, 
Dr. Seaman tels us,that offices are called x*3iopam x21 cal. 
led gift, 096.4 8. and power and authority, grace, Rom.12. 
3. he is nocalone in his opinion. 

2. But ſuppoſe we take gift for ſome inward quelifice: 
tion that ſbould internally fit one for the work; Yet the gift 

it be not put into the foule, by laying on of 
hands, and Ordination : and though Ordination doth 
not conferre it by a phyficall power , yet it may be ſaid 
to be in a Miniſter by it, for it is but the generall opinion 
"of Divines, and an ordinary Notion , that when Ged 
calls any to any place of Office and truſt , and they come into it 
"upen bue cell ,be even in their # ation fits them 
for the work, by giving them « new ſpirit , and quickning 
up their naturall gifts, ec. diſpoſing them 10 1beir preſent 
j nt. Thus when Saul was choſen you read, 
tliat rhe Spirit of God reſted on bim. The 
in the Sacrament, doth not 


and Wine | 
then,quicken, and comfort 


a phyficall power fireng» 

dinance, and by the = buckets Goa 
, p that aright, ( God 
concurring with ais own Ordinance ) the ſoule is often 
quickned, comforted, &c. Andthos there 
might be a gift in Tzmotby by Ordization. God hearing 
the prayers, and anſi the faſting and prayer of his 
Church, when Timothy was ſet the work of the 
Miniſtry , might, anddoabtlefle did upon his Ordina- | 
tion, quicken, and heighten ap his parts, and gifts and 


gracesy 


| 
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graces; aud ſo the gift was ſaid tobe in hin by the lay: 
ing on of 3 __ ym—_— 1 nagee 
cauſe to procure from quichening, beightening,aud 
increaſing bis gifts and gracers So much may ſerve to an- 
or! fappoſeevery judicious Chriſtian wil 

Burt | ſuppoſe every judicious Chriſtian wil grant me 
chat the Apoſtles meaning in thatplace, 1 Tim.5 22. is, 
$:t none apart by ordination , for afficers in the Church to le 
bowr in the Word and DoArine, as v.17. That which I 
inferre is this, That there is 8 pop anniyy ug ſuch as 
were to be Elders , and labour in the Word and Doftrine,that 


they bave band! laid upon them by pen thac is, 
i mh ee to the work of the 
were gracious, and gifted, and 


, thou 
rl and a; 4 Wk This was notall, chey mutt be ſet 
apart 3 1thinke it is plaine enough to every ſober Chri- 
ſian. 

A third Precept | (ball inſtance in, is, from the Holy 
Ghoſt himſelfe, Act: 13.3. The tory was this: Paw/and 
Barnabas were to , goe out to the Goſpel ordina- 
ril mp __—_ les; and fo not tied up to ordinary 
R— sto the Church of ſepar ate 
CO IIID mbich God bad called them; what 
doth the Church dae? what gr os aa v3. They 


afted and 
je pang oy eng all the depen wry on —_ 


other places clearethat, 1 Actr6.6. That the 
—— the hands ww cnc worke of the Apo 
Filer and Prechytevy. Let none lay this wes Gods ores 


no doniiie nay; anda for ordinary Preachers,that 
Far 1. Thee fach.o hon Ordidation als mae uceffaly 06 


an Apoſtle is plaine,for Aer 1.26. Matthio was 
aeds hon. 
2+, Their » makes but the 
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Ariiersbatr 4 God in kizwildomchoaght ie Fethar | hat 
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eo qui imme- 


diate fair voca- |: 


ſent | ©as,quanto mMa- 


= facere 

In yoca- 
tionibus me» 
diatis, 
Vid.Calvin. In- 
ſtn.l.4. ſet, 14. 
Quorſum eſt 
hec ſegregatio 

Lec. 


$o Cetvinand 
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his Apoſtles that were moſt eminently gifted and indued 
with the Holy Ghoſt,ſhould yet be ſolemnly ſer apart to 
the work ofthe Miniſtry, how much more requilite is it 
of thoſe who have no ſuch gifts and endowments ? 

Let none ſay Pay! preached before, Act.g.This was not 
therefore neceflary to make him a Preacher,it they pleaſe 
to look, Acts 9.15. They may ſee an extraordinary come 
miſſion authorifing Pax/ to preach , yet though he had 
this extraordinary commblien for example ſake z and 
that the Lord might ſhew us, what Goſpel order he 
would have obſerved of Churches in order, Acts 13.5. 
The Lord commands this ſolemne fetting apart of the 
Apoſtles to his Yiniſteriall worke : And belides,it may 
be obſerved, that the Church was then diſperſed, Acts 8. 
1,2. Thus now I have made _”e my firlt _ That 
Scripture precepts requiregthat ſuch as were to preach the Goſpel 
ptr - Au” ah beſides their inward gifts and graces, and he 
ekction and call, they ſbould alſo be ſolemnly ſet apart, and by 
ordination appointed and ſent out for that worke. | come to 
the ſecond thing, to prove, x 

2. That Seripture preſidents every where bold forth , that | 

fuch as went ont to preach the Goſpel , and did ordi-| 
narily preach, beſides graces and gift: , and Election 
and cql},vere alſo ordained : i. e« ſolemnly ſet apart by 
ſofing and prayer , andimpoſition of hands for that | 
WIrke © ' G 

The firſt Preachers of the Goſpel, had beſides inward 
gifts and graces , an outward miſſion,, Math. 28. 19; 
Ghriſt ſaid to them, Goe therefore and teach all Nations bap. | 
tizing tbem ; Chriſt did not. onely implicitly bid them | 
goe and teach,; by giving them gifts and graces, but peaks | 
to them,gee and preach.But Aotr'6.You have more offiders 


choſen, ſome of which were to preach the Goſpel! ; || 


Stephen was a preacher, Acts 7. -and Philip, Afts 8.5. 
Now theſe were full 'of the :Holy;/Gholt and wiſdome, 


verſe 3. .chrſen, yerle:'5. i preſented oo the Apoſtles » FS Ak 


And 


CC 
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And by them ordained by 
Paul and Barnabas were (o ſet apart, AG: 13. 3,4,5. And 
in all the Charches, Aets 14+ 23. Elders were ordaine 


Paul and Barnabas by Prayer and fafling ; now what the 
oftice of theſe Elders was; ſee 1 Tim. 5. 17. and Acts 20 
17.28. In fhort, we want a plaine Scripture-prefident of 
any, how well gifted ſoever, and furniſhed with grace, 
though eleRed, and deſired , that yet ordinarily under- 
took to Preach the Goſpell , being not ſo ſolemnly ſet 
to thatwork: And hence it neceffarily followes, 
that thoſe that undertake this worke , not ſo ordained 
and ſet apart,are neither warranted in their undertaking 
by any Goſpell-precept, or preſidents; for both Gefpel- 
precepts and prefidents , require this ſolemne ſetting. apert 
for the work,and hold forth; that thoſe that undertooke 
this worke were , belides their inward gifts and graces, 
ſo ſet apart and ſolemnely ordained; therefore their un- 
dertaking is finfull , being a breach of that Goſpell or- 
der, which God hath left us recorded , and according to 
which weought to walk, And fo I have diſpatcht 


my 
firſt argument , to prove the ſinfulneſſe of that praQtice 


' by any how well and qualified ſoever , if not thus 
ſolemnely ſet apart, ordained and appointed to that 
work ; I'ſhall leave this and proceed to a ſecond argu: 
ment. - | 

My ſecond argument is this. 

For any ts take wpon them acts of office being no officers 1s 
Jnfell and nl of 

ut for private perſons how well gified and qualified ſoever 

end though elected and called, (i. e. deſired) weeds xpon thens 
to Preach, interpret and apply Scriptures, 14 for them that are 


dby 
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Prayer and imprſition of hands. | Tie. zaxeh. bn 
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quaATtum pres 


Arg. 2. 


no officers to take upon them Actz of office. 
Ergo. - It is ſinfull andunlawfull. | 
The Major'is plaine, for 1 Cor. 7, 20." Every one is to. 
ab ide in the calling te wbich be is called, 1 Cor. 12. 14; v. 
Totheend the Apoſtle proves -, atlarge ,- that the Mem: | 
bers 
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bers ought co keep their places , 8c. Ro. 12. 4. Ar of 
Members in the body bav: not an office, ſo neither have all 
in the Church. 
The Minor it plaine , poſſibly ſeeme may deny two 
things hinted in it, and ſay, 
1, That private perſons if well gifted, and elected aud cal. 
led are Preaching Eld:rs; officers in the Charch 
45 10 that act, But 
I diſproved this in the proſecution of my former argu- 
ment,by ſhewing you that ſomething more by Scripture» 


as to that office of Preachers. 1 rather think therefore ic 
will be denyed. | 

2. That Ordizary preaching, interpreting, and applying 

Scriptures, are Acts of office and what ordinary 
Preacbers are officers. 

This 1 ſhall prove by two or three arguments, for 1 
conceive the Cards Controverſie , the very hinge of the 
controverlie is this, whether Ordinary Preaobing be an 
' act of offiee, I ſhall make ic out | hope. 

; 8. Arg. The acts of Elders, Biſhops , Seeward: of 
the Myſteries of God; Heralds, Ambaſſadors of Gxd, watch- 
men, extraordinary Deacons , Prophets , Paſtors , Teachers, 
ane ec11 of officers; and acts of office. This is plaine enough ; 
for theſe are all names of office, in Seripture phraſe, and 
inuſuall acceptation, 1 Tim. 3-1. x Tim.3.10; Acts 6.6. 
For Heralds, Ambaſſadors, watchmen, Steward;, we know 
in our auſuall acceptation , they are names of office ; for 
Prophets, Paſtorr, and Teachers it is plaine, that they were 

ficers, Epb. 4.11. 1 Cor. 12, 28, Except we will deny 


0 
Ap3ſtles and Evangeliſts (with whom they are ranke)) to 
be officers. ' 

But ordinary Preaching, Interpreting, an4 «9plying $crip- 
tures are acts, and proper acts of Eldzrs and Biſhops. 1 Tins. 
5 +17. Tiew 1.5 9. Acts 20417.28.Of Stewards, Tirws 1. 


7-9. I Corc4: 1, Of Heraldri, 1 Tim, 2.7, 2 Tim. 1. 11» 


(where 


precepts, and preſidents, was required to make an officer, | 


| 


| 


| 3.15,23. 2. And 1 ſuppoſefor Teachers none can deny it, 


Vindicie Miniſterii Evangelici. TE 


(where the Originall word Ky tranſlated a Preacher 
figni fieth a Cryer,or Herald, of Poſters and Teecbers, Jer. f 


except they can tell us what the office of a Teacber(elſe)is, 
and deny the very fignificancy of the name,which carries 
the duty in ite 

Ergo. Theſe acts are the acts of «fficerr, and aQts of Of- 

fice 3 and except private perſons though gifted, 
and ele&ed, and call'd, be officers , they cannot 
lawfully doe them. 

But I ſhall further prove, that ordinary preaching is an 
a of office. 

2. Arg, If Baptizing be an act of office , which an officer 

_ can doe, then Preaching is. The reaſon is 
aine. 

For, Chriſt in the ſame commilkon authorizeth thoſe 
tO Baptize, whont he authorizeth to Preach, Matth.28. 
I9, 20, 

But Boptizang is ans act of office, which ax officer onely cax 

doe. This our Brethren confefle. 

Erge. Preaching is an at of office, and cannot be law- 

fully done by thoſe not in office. 

I muſt confeſle,] have often wondred,that any of our 
Brethren are {hy ac Boptizizg,and confefle that one gifted 
cannot lawfully baptize ; and yet dare venture ſo boldly 
upon the other minifteriall a&, which is in the ſame 
Commiſſion, and firſt mentioned in it, Matth.28. 19,20. 
And upon which Saint Paxi ſeem'd to lay more weight 
then upon Baptizing , 2 Cor. 1.17. This is my ſecond ar- 

ment againſt the lawfulneſſe of _ preaching ; 

or ſuch perſons as are not ſolemnly ordained, and ſet 

apart for that worke, as well as cutwardly elected and dr- 

deco the work, and inwardly gifted. Icome to a third 
Argument. 


Arg. 3. That Tenent that doth TE tend to moke 
ion 


| 


the great ordiuance of ibe i _ Pe 


| 
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Vid.Eſtium.ad 
loc. 


| icever denyed by any confideradle perſons : Now, ſure 


| 


| ction, there are ſome aR3 to be dane by thoſe in that fun- 


| Scriptures, is eh: chiefe act of tbe Miniſteriall function. 
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and uſeleſſe, a5 tr its chiefe act, crnanx be a Scripture truth. | 
 Thata AMirifteriall function, is a great GoſptLordi- | 


nance; which God hath inſticute4 in his Church. 1 
have already made g9504 by feveral argaments ; nor was 


[y non? will fay,but if God hath ordained a Miniſtery,he 
hach done it for ſom2 ends; it he hath ordain'd the fon 


Rion , aud whatſoever Ten:nt makes the funRtion of no 
uſeas to theſe a3, or any of them muſt be finfull ; for 
itis a dangerous thing but to make an ordinance of God 
fruſtraneous and uſclefle, 

But this Tenent, That any gifted perſon if elefed, and 
deſired by the people may ordinarily Preach,open, interpret and 
#pp'y Scripture , d ith neceſſzrily tend to make this great ordi 
nance of the Minifteriall funFion fruſtraneous, and of no uſe 
a to its chiefe act. 

To prove this, I need doe no more then prove. 

I, Thatto makea Goſpell-Miniſter, according to Go: 
ſpell-inſtitution, ſomething more is requiſite , then gifts 
and election, and a deſire from ohe people : this I have already 
done in my firſt argument. 

2. That ordinary Preaching , interpreting , and epplying 


3+. That a Adiniſteriall function , is uſclefle as to this 
aQ, if every gifted perſon may doe it; this laſt is evident 
enough : for what need any particular perſons beby the 
Ordinance of God appointed, to doe that which all 


may doe ? | 
Toprovethe ſecond, that ordinary Preaching opening, | 
and applying Scripture , is the chiefe act of the Miniſteriall 
fun&ion, Dbſerye bat one or two things. 
x. Icis the firſt a& in the Miniſeriall Commithon, 
Math. 28. 19 Go Preach and Baptize all Nations; fickt 
Preaeb, then Baptize. 
3. It ſcemes Saint Pex! ſo lookt upon it, 1 Cor. - a7. 
ori 
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. | Chriſt (faich he) ſent ms not to baptize, but to preach the Gof- 


pt; intimating,that though he had "authority to baprize, 
and accordingly did it, 
was to preach the Goſpel; he lookt upon that as the chief 
at of his Miniſtry. | 

Letnone ſay that Pax! ſpeaks there as an Apofile,and it 
was ind:ed the main a& of his Apoſtleſhip,for : 

1. It is plain, that it was not the diſtinGive a of bis A 
poſtleſbip,, for ſo bis Univerſal governing and ordering the 
Churches , was his chiefe and diſtinQive work. Prea» 
ching was his a&tas a Miniſter poſlibly upon this account 
both in 1 Tin.2.7. and 2 Tim. 1.11» Paw faith he was ap- 
pointed a Preecher, and an Apoſtle,%&c. His Apoſtleſhip 
incladed che Miniſteriall pattorall a&s of Paſtors and 
Teachers. Beſides, . 

3-If Preaching the Goſpel be not the chiefe a of a Miniſter, 
be bath no at proper ts bim , but adminiltring the Sacra» 
ments; for the Elders (ſay we,) the members ( ſay our 
brethren )have as much to doe in government of the Church, 
as he, and for private exborting, ec. That alſo belongs to 
them ; and we ſhall defire but one place of Scripture to 
prove, that the adminiſtring of Sacraments is more the 
peculiar act of the Miniſter then preaching. | 

Doubtleſle preaching the Goſpel,opening po way — rl 
ting,convincing gainſayers is the chiefe act of the Miniſtry; 
therefore there is a greater charge laid upon Timothy for 
this then for any other Miniſteriall act, 2 Tims. 4. 2. 


w__ the word, be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon,rebuke, 
export, ec, * 

Now if every gifted Chriſtian may doe this, what need 
w_ Miniſtry as to this act ? what need there be any parti» 
cular — appointed by God to doe that, which all 
may doe? I proceed to a fourth Argument. 

What things muſt not ( by Seripture warrant) onely be 


et the main work he had to do, | 
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communicated to others in publike aſſemblingy , 9 
feitbfull men , who ſhell be able to teach "_ 
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4 = I ſhall a little open that place. There are ſeverall 


and ts whom ſuch things ſball be commined by Timo- 


dant nova. 
Pet. Mart. loc. 
£0. P5325. 
Immo (bi credi 
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tra divinas 
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thies 3 thoſe things private perſons , to whom ſuch 
things are not ſo committed according to Scripture 
warrant ought not in Publike afſemblings ſo to cons 
municate. 

But thetruths of the Goſpell, are ſuch a5 according to 
Scripture-warrant are onely to be communicated to 6- 
tbers by ſuch as being faitbful,and able toteach others, 
and have thoſe things committed ts them by Timo» 
thies, and private perſons are not ſuch, to whom ſuch 
things are committed. ; 

Ergo.lt z unlawfull for ſuch to communicate them 
in that manner. 

The Major is plain. The Minor is to be proved. 

And 1 ſhall prove it by thatplace,2 Tim.2,2. And the 
things that thou haſt beard of me among ſt many witneſſer,the 
commit thou to fautbfull men , who ſhall be able to teach 


things in it worthy of our taking notice of. | 

1. That sccording to GofpeP order , in Goſdell. Churches 
there ſbould be ſome to teach, and others to be taught. So ſaith 
the Apoſtle, 1 Core 12.29. Are af teachers ? Now accor- 
ding this principle it is poſſible that all may be veachers 
in a Church; for if all be gifted, and gifts forthwith 
make a teacher, all may be teachers very well. Nay, if 
all doe but think they have gifts good enough , all will 
be teachers), if gifts only make a teacher ; and to avoid 
this I ſuppoſe our brethren who are more ſober, ſay 
thoſe that reacb, muſt not only have gifts, but the eall of 
the Cheb; bat they have not told us yer where there is 
any warrant in Scripture, for the particular Members of 
a Church comake a teacher by calling him co teach 
them. But further yer. * It is plaine from that place the? 
thoſe that tear others muſt be able to teach and ſaithfall, not 
unlearned and anſtable men 5 not fach as had reed be 
tau} br theaſetves, whit ore the principles of religion,no they 


muſt 
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_ | muſt be mi5« faithfull men,and ws. ſufficient able men 
too, that Are teachers, Thirdly, : 
Thoſe foithfull able mm, muſt Preach old truths, 

Apoftolicall traths , Pax/: doQtrine. Thoſe things which 

thou baſt beard of me, not novell fancies. I doubt whether 

the MGBenary DoQcines, and many more notions which 


ea Or no. 
: Theſe able and faithful men, before they teach others muſt 
bave aTimothy orTimothies commit the Goſpel to them; it is 
nor enough that they ace gifted, faitbful, &c.But Timotby 
is to commit the things to them he heard of Pad. 

The queſtion is what is meant there by committing, 
what Pew! meant, when hebid Timnthy Commit , what he 
had heard of him co faichfull and able men,the original! 


word uſed is gd Roridgnk lignifies, 
1. SometimeFmettly to propound a thing to others, and 
ſet it before them,thus often, Adath. 13,24 v. 31, Mar 8. 
6,7. Luk 9 16, 18,.cþ8. Lukti.6. Acts 16. 34. Acts 17. 
3. 2 Cor. 10.17» 
2+ Samectimes to commit «thing « in truſt, when a thing 
is committed to ſame and not to others, (0 . 12. 48. So 
Chriſt committed his ſpirit to his Father, Lak.23. 46.and 
fo Ac 14. 23. Acts 20. 33.10 Paxlco e charge 
to Timothy, x Tims. 1. 18.10 1 Pet.4. 19. Thedaffering 
Chriſtian were to commic their ſoules co God. Criticks 
note it properly ligniftieth tocommit a thing to the pa- 
tronage, managing,care and cuſtody of ſome ; Now in 
one of theſe ſenſes theword is to be takenhere, 
 Eicher Timothy was to lay open doctrinally ſuch things 
| as hehad heard from Pau! ( viz.) The truths of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt; or elſe he was to commit them to ſame 


thoſe truths with,as publike Treaſarers, to diſpenſe them 
out; to whom it ſhould peculiarly belong to deliver 


we heare in theſe dayes, be to be found in Pas/'s Epiſtles; | 


them out. | 
_© 


(that is) eoappoint ſome to whom he might intruſt+— 


rr 


40 


Vide Beam in 
Ala. c.14.23. 
mgd>45)0 qua 
Vig firum 
ipſius fdei 
commiſſum. 


Arg. $4 


| 


Vindicie Miniſterii Evengelici. 


' If Timothy were onely to commit them to ſome(that is) | 
declare them to ſome $e ſet them before their eyes, what | 
meanes the reſtriction of faithfull men,eh+ men able to teach | 
"others. Surely Timethy was to preach thoſe truths, not | 
onely to ſuch as were faithful, but ro ſuch as were »n* | 
faitkfull,that they might learne to be fairbfall ; not one- | 
ly to ſuch as were able to teach others , but to ſuch as | 
were to be taught themſelver. Therefore jt mult follow, | 
thar it is the other committing that is meant. Timotby | 

Jook out faithſull men , and ſuch as were able to | 
Teach others; and to authorizethemto that worke, and 
commit the trutbs of God into their hands as Truffees , to. 
deliver them out to others,asit was written of old , The | 
Prieſt lips ſball preſerve knowledge; ſo Timorby was to ſe- 
le& ſome whoſe lips ſball preſerve knowledge; and to thoſe 


he was to commit the word of knowledge , giving them 


an outward miſſion and awtbority, to deale out the truths | 
of Chriſt to the people. So that you ſee, it wasnot e- 
nough that ſome were 7i#!, faichfull , ious, and 
izz201 able in reſpe& of parts : or that they ſhould be | 
called by the people; bur this is the Goſpel order. T;-| 


mothy muſt commit the things be beard from P aul to them ; 
and- then they were to teach others; and without this, 


to 4 


Scriptures,ordinarily, &c. may warrantably require a main 
tenance competent for them , of the Church to which they ſo 
ach, Fc. 

"Dur all thoſe members in a Church that are gifted,cannot 
require « competent maintenance of the Church in which they 
are, according to Seriptare ruler. Therefore they cannot 
lawfully preach the Goſpel ordinarily. | 

The 


Soda 4 


_ they were ſaithfull and able, yer they were not 
; and I pray note. It was not enough for them to 
ſay,God had comminted thoſe things totbem; Timothy mult | 
commit them to them. Burt | ſhall proceed to a fifth argu: | 


ment. 
Whoſorver may Lawfully preach the Goſpell, and interpret | 


m— 


Vindicie Miniſterii Evangelici. 

The Major is plain. 

Wheat is their due by Goſpel warrant , and tbey are 
of, they may require? But they that preach the Goſpel are worthy 
of ſuch « maintenance, and it 1« their due, Ergo. 

The Major cannot be denied. The Minor | prove. 

I. That they are worthy of ſuch a maintenance, 1 Tim 5. 
18, Matth. 10-80. All Goſpel labourers are woriby of their 
bire. 


ed 


But they are Goſpel-labourerss Ergo, lt is their dne. 
They are the Oxen that tread owt the Corne , their monthes 
are not tobe mezzled, 1 Tim 5.15, Gal.6.6. He that is 
taught in the word, i; bound ts communicate to bim that tea 
cheth, in all good things. Thoſe that ſerve at the Alter muſt 
live upon tbe Altar; the Goſpel ſpeakerh plaine enough to 
chis, that thoſe that preach the Goſpel, that adminiiter in 
Spiritual things,that are to teach others,B&c. may require 
a competent maintenance for themſelves as the due of 


their pains. 

But will any ſay, thatGod hath ted ſuch a 
Goſpel order , that the ungified bretbres ſhould main- 
taine all thoſe that are gifted? or, that s Church ſbeald be 
tied wp 18 that duty, which no (burch is ab!e to performes Ie 
wil nothing at all helpe to ſay —— They doe nortre- 
quire any ſuch thing. —— The queſtion it, whetber they 
may. not require it of a Church, that is able, and ought to 
bave it too? If they may and ought to have ir, 'thengthis 
is the Ordinance of God, that all the xngifted bretbren 
ſbould maintaine thoſe that are gi Suppoſe now 2 
Nation were parceld oat into as many Churches as pa- 
_ and thar in _— theſe Churches there were 
ome gifted ; poſlibly in one there mighe be. tex rich 
me , godly, bat meanly gifted; and twenty prore mes, 
but well gifted, will any one ſay, thatiir is Gods Or. 
dinance and Will, that theſe ten rich men ſhould allow 


x Cor. 9.1 4,14- 


jare his qui la- 
borant in verbo 


alijmenta de- 
beantur, non 
omni - 
qui opera- 
rentur ſuffice- 


re. Pet. Martyr. 
loc. com.518.H, 


| 


I 


ine” 


a competent livelihood to the Twenty others, negletin 
their callings to MRS and to —_ te 
OCK ? 


Fin 


Ac. 


I —_— 


== 


arg. 6. 


Vindicie Minifterii Enmngelici. 


flocke? or rather is it his will that none of theſe ſhould 
be choſen to feed the flocke, and appointed to ir » and 
the others ſhould be taught , and keepe filence in the 
Church ? if they be Preachers; For what they will not 
doe, it is their courteſie: but it is plaine enough from 
Scripture, that they may require of the Church a ſuffici- 
ent livelihood and maintenance: I amnot able to ſpie 
outan evaſion of this Argument, if our brethren can 
finde an anſwer warranted by Scripture,l ſhall liſten to 


_ 
ordinarily dot but thoſe that are ſent, that 
Rn ivare gifued perſons may n0t Fa prog, But none 
may preach but theſe thet are ſent. 
Therefore private gifted perſons may not ordinarily 
doe it. 
The major is plain: thus 
What none nl parmera = but theſe that are ſent : that 
O_ © carnat jon are Gland bifred 
private per [4 are not ſent. 
wo good this Argument) two 
todoe: 1, To prove that nee mey preceh , but 


> - - capay Bag rr nt nA How 


aca at Ds font ? That which is to be 
is, 


prov 
Dy ivate never ſo well hodpars 


,& 
it. ron oh Caietha 
| Eo 


ene regency 


1,It muſt ei OE dogurenioay divine miſſion ſingly, 


& «the Apoſile were ſent. Or, 


\ ite A providentiell ſending,by giving meri gifts, (which 

_—__ Eleft; ini rden the phraſe,for I d 
3 Oc an Eleffipe on raſe;for I doe 

not think it ſenſe # 4 

4- Or Fg are we contend for. 


nt | Thus much Lekinke is plaine, tha ſending hgh 


<= 2600204. 60% 4/245. AN — er et ROT Wot_g OW : 
: 


ts. 


Vindicie Minifterii Evangetis). 


act of another, when you ſay, ſuch 2 one is ſit , your mea- 
ning CY ow own accord. The' ww COm- 
| plainesby his et Feremy. That ſome raw before "they 
were ſent, wi within doubt they hed leg: , and the gift of 
motion, and a defire to run, elſe they had not run, yet they 


my nor ſent. a het 
tis plain thet theſe. thavipreach net nely have an 
ri themſ#ves, butt hey ſeri. e. Another 
alt we % to ſet 6 : then 1 yori 
muſt either be fertt or by men, oy the 
Sn 
? 
none _ will bod ym ing a / by be fr by Soph, 
quefi(owivdlerewdd's ? whether therext be tobe 
underſtood of a miffion from God or men;that is the Queſti. 
on, and this on cannot be denied. Thet thsſ+ that 
jrenbiney to hays fog God or men,now of which of 
NY the —— EN, fats 
meaning of it cannot 4 
immediately , their > f.moſ be team of fond fo Fm 
ately. 


men , yet by God medi 

Let us REAC Jo +5 God ſends an ow 
h: this is ei ref mens bm 

FO en Ye anmext , —_ pes ee 


verbi dei nifi.qu; a deomifius.4-Mitrex 


CS 1 IAC > ww Ya 


TH no 


G 2 If 


—_—_———C 


”\ 
———nt2 » " 


Hic probe te- 
nendum devm 
ad vocationem 
mediatam non 
uti minifterio 
Evangelorum 


Chenmit. loc. 


com-3". p133- 


loquatur,temen'de ordinaria etiam > newinem effec legirimum preconem 
are ut olim 


Apattolay pe legirimamrocatiqnes RediebGddlics ome: Vid. P 


q 


| 
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1 Yid Rutherford 
due Right of 
Presbycers- 

} [+725- 

1 Vid. Gilleſpy 
Miſcell, Queſt. 
If. 40. 


$-» 


| 


1: 


ks 
ED 


| Vindicie Minifterii Evangelics, | 


If ic be co be underſto0d of an Ordinary miſſion by God 
the Queſtion is againe. Whether it be to be underſtood of 
an immediate miffion, or a mediate miſſon. 

For an erdivary inemediate miſſion, we were to ſeek for 
it cill che author +; Na)gi6n found it out to be, as ordingry 
gifting of perſans by God. But that all tha have gifts, 
are nor fent by God, ic is plaine enough, By _ 
gitted blaþbemers and 1, and lewdapretches, con- 
cerning whom co ſay God hath fenc them-topreach foe 
oe _—_— of faich in ſoules,is lictle lefſe then Blaſe 


befides,if this ſending be enough. Mr. Gillepy 
argues,that there is no need of chepeoples electing or 
chuſing, wy chac we maſt find ſomething elſe, to be meant 
by ſending there. 
And it muſt aneſly ——_ you "BER = 
EEE as #8 not cea rhe eist 
ICS e ordinary meanes, of (alvatien which are 
Ka > contanste the end of the world. 


| by 

rf from heaven 
Ars T9 urs 
_—_ ſill che Que- 

By what meanes ? or by whoſe acts they muſt be 
wore inſtrument: 2 ſarely all will fay- by ſuch 
laſtraments » 8 Chrift in bis goſpel bath. ted, in 
his fleed ſo to ſend; or thus : It muſt either beby the civil 


.1t0 oy 


, or by the Church : is the meaning this, thatnone 
can but ſuch as areſenc by the civill magiſty te ? 
then for 300 yeares after Chriſt none mighe y| 
rp bat the Apoſtles, which I ſuppoſe none will dare 


meaning then mu## be,that none can but ſach 
ore ſont hes Ebwrcb :. and ſtill the queſtion is» 5 
{ 1 Wherbertbey muſt be ſet by the whole Church yo by on 

particular perſons ? 
Though 


—— 


, 


| As 6.6.that the Presbytery of the Church is to fend 4.14 


i * 


Vindicie Minifterii'® veange'iei. 
Though this mighe be eaſily reſolved by 2 Tim. 


I ſhall not here intift upon ie. IF they muſt be ſent, 
wh muſt be more then gifted , that is plaine enoagh 
and the Church muſt ſend them, either the Prerby 
the Church, or the whole Church muſt ſend them. 7 of 
[muſt be an at of the Churchz concurring to make « law: 
full preacher. 
Aries _ neſtion is, whether the Churches chooſing and 
their brethren to preach, be a ſending yes or % 
ind fend ei ea wo a 
1 Fromthe « of t en og) ſap. ' 
"you bere bolts by diſpatche at Torke, wc 
Shim dr yoo moe hen tl is this fe 
_ fare EN this, you give him 
q— and” you do not ſay he is ſent, 
Ro him, aoke his willingnelſe, &c. 
prmponn you tred yourbulineſſe to him, and aur 
tho-ize imoeo oe, though he ha yr aa x brand 
a good ited 10 go , av mana him, yet he isnoc 
andſhew me phraſe, wbarſculenn be 
togoe 3 and chet is the whole 


2 Borges, the prea hirg '” the ' preaching 


ſends an berald, doe and | - 
chime login Lim folennetng | 
IT orantnns 1s Ne. | 


y -and | 
muſt'be ſome More, 


Kyydoany])@- of Cer doadtand C3016, 
an Hal in nn plc now ny, es 


—_——_—__—_—_—_— 


| See more Ar- 
guments in 
Ratherford's 
due right of 
veragnery a, 
p-275.8& 281, 
Vide Gilleſpy 
Miſcel. Queſt. 
CIP«3. P43 2g 
344354354373 
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Arg. 7+ 


Thoſe that de- 
fire the judge- 
[ment of for- 
mer Divines, 
both Lutherans 
and Galviniſis, 

- concerning the 
'ordinatio 


£ "+ 
yg . 


'Mr. Seamans 
|pat7.ad. 29.P+ 


\Pid.Mr.Seamens 
; Vindication, 


_ ſdei.p» 
$9,609. p.131- 


KEI gate 
cpeding to Golpellprefidents have beene formerly | 


\lerthem'fook S 


:Vindication.a. | _, 


' Hom, Confeſ, | >; 


——— 


Vindicie Minifteris Evangelici, 


s (this is Chriſte common law, ) and accordifig 


caſe; and except thoſe that preach be th 

Apoſtle knew not, bow they ſhould SO 
is, fo as-to juſtifie their: act ,) or "expect - any bleſſing 
1 ay +omen ys wy ak 2 I ſhall \nO mare 
co that Argument, the Apoſtles Interrogation implies | 


| 


1 »\It 2 mat if it were chat Chriſt 
would haye hidden it from his Churches , mug! leſe 
have dtheir judgements in a truth direRly cou; 
trary 490M 5*' viz Thet the Afeniftery, an 'ordeintd Mini- 
foo. H 8 wr © nnd eawonm Af ye 
(clpecially fo necetſary) 


. cory 2 
of 


417 9,&c. 


| told, the Churdor Chrit-im AdnEngiend; _ 


of 1 iſe 6 
af "per ito che profile ofthe Churches 


—_— 


eo Goſpell-preceprs(theſe are Chriſts Statute law)in the || 


| | Arguments as are broughe , to juſtifie this pra- 


| Uindicie Minifterii Evangeliti. 


| and let their judgements be-azke, and their practice 
inquired , yea,and of all the Prezbyterien Churches in 
England , which as they treble. the number many 
times over the other Churches; ſo' we may, (we fup- 
poſe without boaſting) ſay, and ſpeake modeſtly, 
that they haue as learned Godly Poſters and eminent 
Chriſtians in them, as any ofour Brethrens Congrega- 
tions have , who are of difſen and pra- 
[- from us in this point. Now that- the ſpirit 
ſhould guide our brethren into this truth, and ir foley 
be hidden from all bur themlelves,Gietnes ſm rey improbe 
ble, For the proofe of this,if you will e to peruſe 
& Jnagmea conſe ſſunum f#dei , La Mr. Seaman; 
trlgemcs tof it in this point, in his —— 
en be farlaied. But 1 ſhall not eularge more up» 
ror frag for when I have faid as much as 1-can, our 
Brethren will tell me I have proved chelry praQice, but 
ſingular, not fiufwll, and we live in an age that _ 
Op Unnny! and followes very few. I 


propoundes the Argument , as probable, ao meſon 
*"1 remember 1 made a promiſe to ſpeake ſomething to 


Theſe are brought either, 
I-From Scripture precepts or ( diſpenſations at leaft ) 


2B, From $ pon Or 
- dentro, ; 
box. mb chef 


pore ing : 

rt,fuck as are from'Scri 
a command en for 
"0 - 1 


are 
upon all Cinifting' "9s «nd 


PO 


ile oo + An : 
DIS i 
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0b.1, 


'Pid. Pet-Mart. 
lac.com.p.529. 


17. 
Vid.zench. in 
quartum pres 

| ceptum p.76g- 


| due Right. 
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Vindicie Miniſterii Ee vangeligs. ET 


works, Heb.3-13.Heb.10424,&c. To all theſe] anſwer, | 

It we ftecre this argument into aſyllogiſticall form,it 
will run on ground preſently,it mutt be thus. 

If every private Gbriflian may ( according 10 Scriptare )eoe- 
bort bus brother, and provoke and quicken bim to lave, 
and good works, then the may publiquely preach, open 
and apply Scripture. 

The argument halts already ; he may exhort his bro- 
ther privately,and provoke his brother,and quicken him to 
love and goed worket, and yet not preach. I told you in : 
the beginning this was not che queſtion. -2. Theſe Scrip- 
tures would ſerve as wel coprove it the duty of thoſe thac 
are nogas thoſe that are gifted, it is a common duty upon 
que is plain,that be thet bath « tolent 

But ipture is plain,that be that bath « tolent muſt 
improve it, Mat.25 25,30 or be condemned for hiding ic. 

1, We know, Tbeotogis parabolice non ef argunenteriv, 

there is no great truſt to arguments for politive truths 
from parabolicall expreſſions 3 what talents are there 
meant isnot expreſt. 

2. If it be meant of miniſteriall talents,Mr.Gileſpy well 
notes, thet it wilt prove s perpetuell Miniftry , Luke 19.13. 
Occupy till I come, and a called Miniſtry, Mat.25.14,15» 
the Lord called his ſervants. | 

3. (Saich Mr. Gilleſpy) it will prove thet women may 
preceb $00, 


4 The ſervant muſt improve but bis talent; the gift of 
brothers 


preaching is not(as we have proved)every gifted 


(talent; the ralent of preccbing, is a miniſterial office and 


authority,not gifts meerly. £11} 
5. For gif, they are indeed a raiput, but ischere no 


other way of improviz nu lo pods ing # | 
he GHBBL te mul inprove them yp. 


Buy 
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Vindicie Minifterii Evangelict. 


But it is prophelied conceming the Goſpell times; 
That God would powre out his ſpirit upon all fleſh, their 
| ſounts and their daughters ſhowld propheſie, their old men 
ſhonld dream dreams,and their young men (howld ſee viſi- 
ons, And alſo xpon the ſervants, and upon the hendmaids 
in thoſe daies will I powre out my ſpirit, Joel 2.28. 

Ifthis text prove that God promiled that in his Go- 
ſpell Church, perſons or ordained to the worke, 

ould preach, &c. 

1, It proves, that all perſons ſhonld doe it, whence 
comes then the diſtinion of gifted perſons only 
doing it? a# fleſþ ſhew/d do it;all ſorts of perions,and 
then who ſhould be taught. 

2, It provesthat women alſo ſhould Propheſie, your 
daughters (hall prophelie, v.28. the handmaids, 
veric 29, 

3. It ſeems to ſpeak, for preaching afieep tos, or a 
leaſt preaching from dreams and Viſions, 

4. It isplain, thatthere the Prophetforeto/d only what 
ſhould happen in an extraor dinavy time under the 

Gofpet in the daies of Pentecoſt, as you may eaſily 

ſee by the Apoſtle Peters application of it to the 

preſent time, As 2.17, 

5. I might add that according to that place, Preachers 
need not ſo much as eleftion, or the call of the 
Church, but yon have the true meaning of it. 

But there are a fourth ſort of Scriptures, which are 
much relied apen, viz. ſuch as ſpeak concerning Prophe- 
ſying. Rom. 12.6, 1 Cor.14.1. 21 Cor. 14:24. 31,39. 
I Cor.14.5-1 Cor. 14.3,4.5. The Argument is this—— 
— Goſpel propheſying is ordinary preaching, and ordinary 

interpreting. But the Goſpel holds forthythat every one 

that hath gefts ought to propheſie and may propheſoe, 
Ergo they may ordinarily preach. - 
Now to this I anſwer. 


| DLTI— e——_— 


Sol, 


Ob, 4: 


That the propofition is falſe,Goſpel propheſying jokes Sol, 1, 
H 0 | 


M6 


FO 


| Gerranmns int 


I Cor, 12s 


Rutherford 
Peaccable 
plea.c,16.249, 
Gilleipy Miſcel. 
q.C.5e P69, 
Vid, Mr Sea- 
mans V indica- 
tion; In his 
anſwer ro 
Chillenden. 
Vid. Bucanum, 
loc.com.p.487. 


Jin qu14.% p. 


438.918, 
Vl. ATE 
Problem.theol, 
9. 642. P-341, 


- | Catv.l.4.Infiit. 
15ecR; 4. 

Prophetz fine #; 
omni Opec hu- 4g 
"mana repente 


afflaru Sp. Sti. 
concitati lo. 
quebantur, 
Pete Martyr. 


locccom.pe526, 


s > 


. 
C 


| 


Jury, 1 


6. Theſe Prophets ſpeak by extraordinary revelation. 


' Vindicie' Minifterii Evangelici. 


of in thoſe places is mot ordi | mengre- 
in f F ” m_ ordinary preaching and intengre- 
| is 1 could prove by the conſent of expoſitors; fo 
of which 1 ſhall dint, 4 Aretion, Calne, i Dio- 
dat; Knthoy ford, Baines, Dichson, Gilleſpy,Gerard, Parene, 
Bucanus, Z anchy, Eftius, Aquinas, (ot the Ancients) 
Chryſoftome,T beopbylat,Theodoret,&c: 

But I ſuppoſe our Brethren will except againſt this 


arguments, Scriptures with Scriptures, that 
by Prophets and- prophecying in the new teſtament is 
not meant, the ordinary preaching and exkorting ef (or- 
dinarily) gifted perſons, and here I {hall do little more, 
then give you ſummarily what thoſe two learned men 
have (aid already, Mr Kstherford and Mr Grbeſpy, 

I, The Apolile diftinguiſheth Prophets from Paſtors 
and Tearhers, both in Eph.4.11, 12. and x Cor. 
12,28,19. 

2. The Apoſtle in all thoſe three places,ſet them next 
Apoſtles above Evangeliſts,& Paſtors, & Teachers: 
and js that the place of gifted Brethren thinke we? 

3. They are Enmnmerated in all theſe three places a> 

mong fb officers of the Church. 

4. They are mentioned with « note of fingwiarity, 1 


Cor.12.29.30. Are all prophetitare all teachers, vc. 


5. Prophets in all the old and new teſtament, fgnifie 
ſome inoffice peculiarly cal'd and font. 1 Sam.3.20. 
' 2 $4.22.5, Act.13.1-AQ-21,10,11.AR.11.27,28. 


x Cor. ppl fin "Og 
7, The Apofile plainly dife img welheth, t s prophecymg 
from the word of knowledge and the word of wiſ- 
PF, dow, 1 COS OT Is : 
» The wer hecying u generally wſed in the new 
teſtament for A kith © extrarrdinary & by revela- 
tion, Mat. 16.68. Rev-1.3- AR.,2 1-9. Luke 1.67,Rev. 


ſhall therefore indeavour to grove by Scripture | 


; 
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22.10-19. Rev.10.11, Mar.7.6. 1 Pet.1, 10. Tud. 14. 
Luk,1.76 5.28, Matt-21+26.14+-5,Matt.13.57.Matt,7. 
a2.AR.19.6.8&c. I0.11.51.1 Tim.1.18. 

g.Itis reckoned as one of the rareft gifts the Apoſtles had 
3 Cor. 13.2. 1 Cor. 14+ 16. preterred before the gift of 


tongues, 1 Cor, 14- 4, 2. 
10, Paul compareth hizsſelf with theſe Prophets, 1 Cor. 


I 4+ 37» . 

11: The formal effef, ({aith Mr. Rutherford) of publike 
edrfying, comforting convincing, converting ſoul: are 
aſcribed to theſe prophets, 1 Cor.14, V-1:3.465, 12+34+ 
25.31» 

12. Laſtly (ſaith he)the Apoſtle in the 13 and 14. ch. 

of that firſt Epiſtle tothe Corintbians, doth but ſer down 

right rules far the uſe of the offices which he had ſet dows 

to be the offices then in the Church, 1 Cor.1 2.28.29. 

By all this it plainly appears , that thoſe places about 
prophets and prophecyings,will not ſerve our brethrens 
turn,to prove their ordinary preaching,opening and ap» 
plying Scriptures. 
| For thoſe prophets it appears were officers in the 
Chureh and extraordinary officers, Whoſe cal was extra- 
ordinary,and whole work, was extraordinary,and whoſe 
abilities were more then ordinary gifti,even extraording 
ry revelations. 

I muſt confeſs there are ſome reverend divines of ano- 
ther judgement , but their reaſons are to be weighed. 
I muſt profeſs, that to me it js as cleer 2s the light , that 
thoſe Texts are to be underſtood of extraordinary of 
ficers in the Church. Our brethren have many things 
to objcR 3 they are all an{wered either by Gilleſpy in bis 
Miſcellaneous Qu DNS, Þ. 74+ &6. Or, in Mr. R#ther- 
for'ds Peacrable Plea, p 250. Orbis Due Right of Proſe 
bytery,a p.295 ad p. 305. Poſlibly ſome, who may have 
objefons in their heads, have not their Books ready to 


judicious 


| ſatisfie them. I have ar pickt ont of theg, their. | 
2 


SI 
———— 
Vid.Zanch.4.(: 
771.10 quars 
P! &beptium. 


"Y 


Ob, r, 


Vid.Gilleſpy 
p, 85. 


Ob, 3. 


Vid.Ruthedard 
due Dight, ps 
295. 
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, judicious anſwers ; and take them ſhortly, 
0b. 1. Firlt they ſay, [ndas and Silus were calld Pro- 
' phets, Ats 15. 33. And they exhorted, yet they were ont 
' of office; they are call'd Brethren, v, 22, 
AN. t« Silas was an Evangelift , he went abont with 
Panl, Atts 16. Preaching the Goſpell every where, 
through Amphipolss & Apolloniato T hefſalowica, Att.17/ 
1:4, To Berea. v.10, He was an extraordinary officer. 
2. What though they be call'd brethren, yer they are 
' Call'd the chief amongſt #he Brethren;one that was choſen 
to travell with Paw! was call'd a Brother, 2Cor. 8.18. A- 
| pollos is call'd a brother, 1 Cor.16,12. Yet he is a preach- 
| ing Miniſter Paxls fellow labonrer, 1 Cor. 3.5. Timothy 
' the Evangeliſt is call'd a Brother, 2 Cor.1.1. &c. 
Ob.2.T he witneſſes are ſaid to propheſy, Revaii.z.Now 
private Chriſt#ars are the Lords witneſſes againſt Anti- 
chrift, not Miniſters only ; therefore they may propheſie. 
Anfſ. 1, [t is the opinion of Reverend Drvines, that by 
the two witneſſes are meant Miniſters ; lo In- 
nina, Cooper, Parews, Fc, | 

2. What propheſying i there meant, is not clear, 

3-It lies upon them that bring this objeRionto prove, 

I. That by witneſſes there are not ro be meant ſome 

particular perſon; extraordinarily, or ordinarily gift- 

ed and 7 5, 2, That their propheſying # or- 
dinary greaching , in orderly Churches conltt- 


tuted, 
. Ob. 3. 1 Coy. 12.7: It s ſdidthe Manifeſtation of: 
Spirit i given toevery one to profit withall ; therctore all 


Ex / {7 4 

| A.Readonfirſt. The Apoltle tells you in the very next 
words, that in your ſenſe the manifeſtation of the free 
ir not given to every one To or is giverby the Spirit the 


word of wiſdoms,to another the word of knowledge, bythe 
fame ſpirit, &c.-y.10. To another propheſy;where note, 
| 1. That the Spirit hath not given to any one #7 gifer 

ut 


4 _— — —_ 


\ 


—  _ —— 
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' | propheſy one by one ; that all may learn and all may be com- 


but this gift ro one;& another to another; the manifeſta- 
tion of the Spirit is given in oxe k;xd or other to all, 

2, Obſerve that propheſy is diltinguiſh'd from the word 
of knowledge, by which it is plain ; that prophecying is 
not exhorting by the word of knowledge, &c. 

Fourthly they objeR;, the Apoſtle ſaith , you may al 


forted, 1 Cor.14.31. 

1, So the Scripture ſaith Chriſt died for all ; this is an 
arrow out ofthe Arminian Quiver, But it will not fly 
home; for, 

2. Surely none might prophecy, but thoſe that were 
prophets, 1 Cor.,12.29. eAre all prophets ? 
3- It is ſure enough women might net , 1 Cor. 14. 34 


Yet all brings them in too, 

4- It is plain enough , all of the mn did not propheſy, 
I'Cor. 12.5. 

5. It muſt be meant 4// you; that have the gift of pro» 
pheſie and are called to it, &c. Theſe were all ex- 
traordinary officers, 

Fifthly, they ebjeR; that the places cannot be meant 
of extraordinary officers ; for, 1 Cor. 14-26. It is ſaid, 
every one of you harh a Pſalm, hath a Dottrine , hath 4 
Tongutzhath a Revelation, hath an interpretation, 

An. 1: What one in the Church bath, every one hath, 
that is finalitey and objettive, for his good and ben: fir; So 
—_— 29. It is ſaid Dives Brethren bad Moſes and the 
prophets, 

4 To Eph.1.7.Ye have redemption,yet are no redeemers, 

ſo.in many other places (which Mr. Gilleſpy quotes) the 

Apoſile ſhawes how the As of their officers were all 

for their good and ady bp. 

' 2, Bythis Text, every gifted brother might compoſe 
new Pſalms, (peak revelations and ſtrange tongues 
as well as propheſie. . | 


| C—_— —— 


|  3-By this Text there is not only 4 {iberty of propheſying 
| # QOH = 0, 


J3 


O), 4 


Vid, Mr, Rt- 
therford.p. 299 
And Gilleſjy. 
P- 7 6, 7 7* 


Ob. 5, 
Gilleſpy,p-77+ 


py NT 
4 


HE .  ——— 


— vt 


J4 


V1d.Gilleſpy 
ibid. p.79. 


06:6, 
Gilleſpy 80. 


Ob. 7. 


'Gilleſpy 81, 


06.8. 


Vid. Mr * Au 
therſord peace- 
able Plea,254, 
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(in enr brethren: lence) granted, but 1t 1s poſitively ſaid 
; they all bad theſe gifts, but that this is not the Apoſtles 
' meaning is plajn, 1 Cor. 12, 29. Are all prophets? do all 
ſpeak, with tongues ? and 1 Cor. 14. 5, Paw! wiſheth that 
they cobld all prophecy, and fpeak with ronguer,by which 
[it is plain ſome could not. 
| 4+ Every one can only be every ene of your prophets; tor 
; thoſe that were not prophets could not prophecy, 
5. The Arminians and Eniverſaliſts too, keep x great 

|deal of ſtir with this terme every one ; now it is plain 

from other Scriptures,that every one «© taken but for ſom, 
[IL 9.17. Every one of you ts an Hypocrite, Eph.5.3;. Let 
every one of you inparticular ſo love bis wife &c.Sure the 
Apoſtles meaning was not that thoſe who bad no wives 
ſhould love their wives, 1 Cor. 1. 12. Every one cf. you 
faith, I am of Paul ; and I am of «Apollos,&c, The Apo- 
(tles plain meaning is,that one {aid he'was of Pas/ ; and 
one ſaid I am of Apollos, &Cc. 

But further they lay. The gifts which are required in a 
Prophet are ſach as men ordinarily might have,&c.1 Cor. 
I 4-3. 26, Such as tend to Edifie, &c. 

Sol.1. This is a begging of the queſtion ; we deny it. 

2.1t is no proof,becaule the Apoltle faith, that the e»d 
? Propheeying is Edificatios, 1 Cor. 14. 23. 6. Extra- 
ordinary gifts were given for Ed:fication,and extraordi- 
| nary officeys as well as ordinary. - 

But they objeR, that we maſt not defire extraordinary 
Lifts now, 1 Cor.14.1. The Apoſtle bids them defire they 


= 0-4.aju 4-0 ID 
A .1. So he bids therftdelire other ſpiritnall gifts, as 
the gift of tongues, &c. 
2+ Though we ( now theſe cxtraerdi iſts are 
ceaſed) cannot defire thew, and pray in faith for thew, 


they might ; they were promiſed gifts to the firſt plav- 
tation of the Charch, mad not mov 
| But theſe prophets were to be jadgedggxamined & tried, 


WEL... 4 


—— 
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therefore thiy were not extraordinary, 1 Cor.14-29+ 32. | 
s An. Non ſequitzr. It doth not follow,che Bereans are Gin Sy ibid, | 
commended for trying the apoſtles doftrine, yet they As 17, 11, 
were extravrdimary officers ; and the Lord bidding 
his people beware of falſe Prophets, Mat. 24. 11, 
24. gave aliberty for trying Prophets. 
But theſe texts cannot be meant of extraordinary prophets, Op, g, 
for there could not be ſuch a number of ow in one charch, 
Aa. This Argument is no way concluſive. 
yy ns Cn anda rm py hy 
ded in all knowledge and utterance and came bebind 
in ne gift, 2 Cor. s, | 
But extrordenary Prophets, were infallible andconld Oh, 10, 
not erre;now thele were ſuch,as the Church might judge, 
7:Cor.14-29.33. x 
An. This Mr,Ratherford cals a filly argument, for af Ruther ford 
Spirits are 10 be tried by the mo | _— un] 
2. Extraordinary Prophets might erre : Samwel did ſo' & ,/ ; 
incalling E/4ab AE Lands anojmed ; and Nathas' ys {a5 | 
in ſetting David on work to build rhe temple, E- 
liar was miſtaken, when he (aid he was left alone 
in [ſrael; © did the prophecying diſcipleserre, 
AR,21.4.intclling Paw! he ſhould ner go wp to Je- 
raſalem. | 
2. So far as chey were guided by the holy Ghoſt (faith 
Gilleſpy ehey could not erre, but they might bave 
their own miſtakes and errors. Sec more Ruther» 
fords peaceable plea. 251,252,235 3» 
- But the Apoſtle dif ingwiſheth propheſy from Miniſtry, | ©, __ 
Ro.12.6,7.therfore they that progheſied wore out of office, 
Az. 1. The Apoſtle Ty propheſying from ales 
Aſiniftry there doth but diſtinguiſh extraordinary of- | J-Þ-0Je 
$ce from ordinary. So Gilleſpy, and he citeth Coma» 
nh drenhabehs 
. 2+ The whole (tre t ument lyi 
that Gappoſition, that the A there fo Ailfin- 
| ; guiſheth - 


Gillc 
queſt,75. 


Fs 


Ob... 


Rutherford due 
| Right, p.301, 
Z0Þ. 


Ob. 13, 


Miſcel- 
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guiſheth it lies upon thoſe that bring the argument 
to prove it. | 

But the Apoſtle in 1 Cor. I 4. Forbidding wowes to pro- 
phefie ; licenſeth the brethren that were m2n. 

An, 1. Truth, he licenſeth ſomemen, viz. Such as «re 
prophets,but not all. The Lawes of Fraxce (faith Mr R#- 
therford) forbid a womans ſitting on the throne ; doc 
they therefore licenſe all French men to uſurpe it? 

2. (Saith Mr &wtherford) women muſt not admini- 
ſter the Sacraments, doth it therefere follow that -all 
inen may ? But further they ſay, 

In forbidding women to propheſy,he plainly ſheweah that 
he ſpeaketh not of extraordinary propheſying ; tor women 
propheteſſes might ſpeak.in the Church, Ex.15.20,Jad-4. | 
24 Miriam and Deborah to propheſied, and Anne, Luk. 
2.36. and thoſe Atts 2.17,18. 1 Corr 11:5. 

Anſ. 1. But where do we find,that after the Churches 
in the Goſpel were orderly conſtituted , women propheteſ- 


| ſes ſpakg in the Church ? none of the quoted places prove 
| #4, EXCept it be, 1 Cor. 11.5. 
Via.Pl.Rutber-\ 


2; Forthat place, .1 Cor.11.5, Where it is ſaid a wo- 


fords due right ' 19,44 that prayerh,or propheſjeth with her bead covered,di- 


392, 


Yd, Dr Sea- 


mean, 


TAIdd to 


$+74+ P-250-+ 


Fifth Arg, 


ET 


| bonowreth her bead; it is to bee underſtood ofg woman 
that joynes in praying or propheſying. 

3. If that place, z Cor. 11.5. proveth it, it muſt bee 
meant(by their own confeſſion) of extraerdinary pro- 
pheſying, or elſe it proves nothing ; and if prepheſhing be 
: foto bee expounded there ; ſurely they will allow the 
ſame expoſition in the 22. and 14. Chapters ; and then 
| what is become of our bretbrens argument. 

Thus I bave done with what our brethren have ts ſay 
inthe defence of thoſe places ; which ſpeak of new Te- 
, tament prophets, and propheſying, which they wonld 
' have gifted perſon: preaching,&c- I haſten to their fifth 
' argument from Scripture precepts. 

A fifth obje&ion which they make of this ſort is | 

from 


: 
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from, 1Pet.4.10,11.4s every one hath received the gift, 
even ſo miniſter the ſame one to an'ther, as good Stewards 
of the manifold graces of God ; If any man ſpeaklet him 
ſpeak. the Oracles of God, 

For this place of Scripture, and the underſtanding of 
it, obſerve, 

t. That here is not only a liberty granted,but a duty eu- 
jojned ; ſo that by this text, (it it were for thepourpole) 
gifted perſons were bound to preach, yea and that ; 

2+ Without Election and calling ; for the Churches 
negle& of their duty , mult not make him negleR his ; 
according to this place he is bound todo it, whether 
they deſire it or no z which I ſuppoſe will not be gran- 
ted. 

3. Dr. Seaman rightly anſwers thu,that every one #4 10 
ſe bu gift with reſpett ro the gift it ſelf, and ro his place 
and calling, the meaning can be no more then this. Let 
every one that hathrececived a gift, in his place and cal- 
ling uſe that gitt, by Miniſtring it to another ; the Mi- 
niſter in the Aſſembly, the private perſon in his family ; 
otherwiſe, 

It will prove that womens way preach tos; it is not &- 
nough to ſay #0, they aye forbidden in another place, ſo are 
all not ordain'd implicitly at leaſt as I have Moved, 


4. By gift it is very probable may be meant office. For, 

1. He ſayes it muſt be adminiſtred as Stewards. 2, The 
Apoſtle jn(tancing in particulars,v.11.Inſtanceth in two 
acts of office,exborting and miniſtring, Rome. 12. $. By 
which place ſaith Dr. Seamar, this is to be expounded. 
And if fo, the meaning is only this: As any one hath 
received any office in the Church, folet him Miniſter 
the ſame as a faithful Steward who is intruſted by his 
Maſter ; and then it makes nothing to our brethrens 
purpoſe,til they prove that they have received that gift, 
and be in office to Miniſter, &c. It is no more thenthis, 
you that axe in office,be _ as faithful Stewards of the 
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grace of God negleit not your office, but miniſter in it to 6- 
thers, and fo T bavediipatcht thole Arguments which 1 
ranked under the firſt head. Such as are drawn from 
Scripture-precepts, promiſes, or diſpenſations, &c. I 


; come to the ſecond,viz. Snch as are drawn from Scrip- 


'ture-preſidents. Fe find (ſay our brethren) examples in 
Scripture of thoſe that were gifted and exerciſed their 
gifts, &c, Their hiclt inſtance is, that 

Eldai and Medad propheſied tn the Camp, and 
Aoſe: ſaid would God all the Lords people were prophets, 


Num 11.26,27,28,29,30. 

This inſtance 1s much relied on, but npen very ſmall 
ground,as you ſhall ſee by conſidering, firit, 

3, That this is but an inſtance from the order of the 
Jewiſh Church (if propheſying there were an ordina- 
ry work)you would be angry it we ſhould lay, The Jews 
had a national Church,therefore we may have one,though 
weeconceive ita truth, yet you will not granbus that, 
but tell us Church order is ſince altered ; and for our in- 
ſtitated worſhip we mult look to new Teltament order. 


| Lords people were Prieſts : the Prieſtbood was n fand- | 
/ 


But ſecondly, 

2. Propheſying and preaching are two things even un- 
der the Goſpel, to be ſure, propheſying in the old Te. 
ſament, far and rudely differs from preaching in the 
new, you may ſay as much for iſaiah, Jeremiah, &c. as 
tor Eldad and Medad; but it you do, your concluſion will 
run mad, by that time you have made it. 

3. The fown ſay Eldad and Medad were of the 70. 
Elaers, wpou whom was powred ont of the ſpirit of prophe- 
fie, that was on Moſes.” ; 

4. However (ſaith Mr R#therford) they had not only a 
naked and bare revealing to them of the viſions of God but 
an extraordinary impulſive Commandement from God, 
ſetting them on ation to propheſie. 

5. For Moſes his wiſhghe doth not wiſh,wanld all the 


— 


ing. 
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* | ing office, to which there was to be 2 folemne admilſ- 


E” 
” Ss ba 


Ll I 2 


fion ; but a Prophes was an extraordinary perſon 
extraordinarily inſpired by God ; and Aſoſes might 
wiſh that all the Lords people were Prophets ; we 
wiſh the ſame, or at lealt could wiſh it,if we thought 
fuch Prophecying were not ceaſed; and yet we durſt 
net wiſh that all che brethren that have gifts wonld ex- 
erciſe then. 

A (econd objeRion is that, 1 Chrox-17.7,8,9. [rhoſa- 
phat ſent ro the Princesto teach in the Cities of Judah, 
and chey tanght, yet were not ordained. 

I. This is again a proof- from the Jewiſh order, 
which you will not ſtand to but where it ſerves your 
turns, 

2. They were ſent it ſeems by Jehoſophat, they bad then 
ſome thing more then gifts, or then the eleftion and call of 
the people, 

3. My. Seaman wtes, that their teaching was not 
preaching but giving religions charges as Fwages of Aſ- 
/iz4 (hould do. 

| 4. (Saith Mr. Seaman) theſe were Princes, not the 
loweſt of the people, 

5. He ſent the Levites with the Princes,and Priefts tos 
v. 8. It is'the opinion of expoſitors, that the Prieſts and 
the Levites taught the people 3 The Princes went with 
them, for their better reception and authority'z #0» enins 
uſarparunt fibi funitionem altenam ({aith Lavater they 
did not uſurp,the Prieffs and Levnes calling ; there were 
five Princes, nine Levites,aud two Prieſts; and after the 
enumeration of the Prieſts and Levites, it is faid, They 
tanght in Judah, and they had the Book of the Law of the 
Loyd with them. 

Athird inſtance they bring is that, 428.14. Where 
it was ſaid,that after the pertecution at Hirr»ſalem;they 
that were ſcattered abroad, wing every where preaching 
the word, and AT 21: 19, 204, * * 
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An. 1. But how deth it appear, that thoſe that preached 
were not ordained. Lukes lilence 1n it proves it not, 


Vid.0 Seamars' 2, Philip,who was one of them, and the ouly one named, | 


| v. 5. Was ordained, ett: 6.6. and Aﬀs 21.8. ex- 
| prefly call'd an Evangeliſt: 
| 3. Gur ſuppoſe they were not ordained. The caſe was ex- 
diſperſed from the Apoſtles, &c. This was excepted,be- 
fore I ſtated the queſtion, Dr, Seaman ayes, this is no 
| better argument then if one ſhould argue, —Becasſe 
when there was no Kmg i [ſrael,every one did as it ſeem- 
ed good in his own ejes,therefore Subjelt; at any time may 
do ſo, | | 
Pie Rutherford notes, that it is the opinion of many 
grave Djvines, that thoſe were the ſeventy diſciples, not 
| private profeſſors, 
| Afourth inſtance is that of Apolles, As 18. 24, 25, 
26, He they ſay was not ordain'd, and he preached, 8&c. 
But it is an{wered, 
I. It was in the Synagogue, not in a Goſpel: Church, 
Dr. Seaman anſwers this, that it is but aninltance of the 


no Church in being. | 

2. How will it be proved ((aith Mr. Glleſpy ) that Apol- 
los being one of Johns diſciples bad no Commiſſion from 
John 20 Preach, 


brother, for he is ranked with Pax/ and Peter, 1Cor.1. 
12, He is callda Miniſter, 1 Cor. 3-5. Put all toge» 
ther. 

| . Apolles was 4 Diſciple of John, mighty in the 


fervent im the ſpirit and-it doth not appear he was ordain- 
ed ; and he Preacht and taught others in aplace where 
were uo Miniſters ; therefore thoſe that we are ſure are 
wot ordained, and have not ſuch gifts may preach ordinari- 


Ul 


liberty given by the Tewes , or, rather taken where was 
3. (Saith he.) Apotos ſeemes to be more then- a gifted: 


Scriptures, Eloguent, inſtrutted in the way of the Lord;' 


1 


— 
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ty in places where Chriſt © known, Is this a good conclu- 
fion think we ? 

Sixthly they tell us; The Phariſees, and Lawyers, and 
Scribes, taught publikely among ſt the Iewes,qor were nei« 
they Prieſts nor Levites. 

An. 1. They were officers im the [ewiſh Church, Mat.23. 
12,13,14. They ſate in Moles Chair ; therefore Chriſt 
bade his Diſciples hear them. 

7. Ob. Chrift at twelve years old went into the Tem- 


plezand arkt queſtions , now it is plain, they did not take 
him for an officer, for a Prophet extraordinary. 

An. 1. What they took him for ts no great matter, it us 

ſure enough he was a Prophet, and 4 great Pro. 
ets 

2. It was but their f»faull liberty they gave, ( not ac» 

knewledging Chriſt a Prophet) to permit it. 

3. It js plaine he was taken for an extraordinary 

Prophet , Lake 3+ 21, 22, 23, Luke 44 14, 15, 16, 
1 ohn 3+ 3» 

Chrift ſent out bus twelve Diſciples, and the ſeventy to 
Preach ; yet they were not officers, for Eph. 4. 10» Till he 
aſcended wp on high ; be gave not hu gifts to wen, &c. 

An, 1. They had ſomething more then gifts, and 4 
call ; Chriſt bid them go; they had an extraordinary 
miſſion, 

2. They were net Apoſtes in office to preach to all Nati- 
on; till after Chriſts reſwrre#r0»; for he then gave them 
their Commiſſion, -Afarth.28.19. But it is plaine they 
were in officeto preach before in/z#dea,Chriſt ſent them 
immediatly, CMate. 10. Luke 10, 

3. That they were in ſome ſenſe Apoſtles is plain, 
for /n#das bad an Apoſteſpip, AR. 1. 25. Yet he was not 
alive, to take his Commiſſion after Chrifts reſurreRi- 
on, 

4- Thatplace Eph.q.10, 11. only implies , 1hat the 


| full diſpenfution of the Spirit was after Chriſts aſcen "a8 
| ADHO nec 


rilt- 


Rutherford 
Due Kight, 
p.236. 


Ob, 7, 


Vi.Rutherſord, 
[bid, 


Ob, 8: 


V d.Rutherford 
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Ob, 11, 
Aret probl. 
theol. 349, 
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Gilleſpy Miſcel, 
qu,P4cO, 


"Zanchi. in 
quart.precept. 
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Ob. 12, 
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| nec computari poteſt,qui Evangelics & Apeſtolica tradi- 
| tione contemptay( newini ſmecedews ) 4 ſripfe orginarns ef, 
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| Chriſt b:4s the diſpofſefſed man, go ſhew forth the great 
things God had done for him, and he went and preached 
them, yet he was not in office , therefore perſons out of 

ottice may preach, &c, 
| Sol. 1. Chrilt bid hims do it, he had an extraordinary 
Commiſſion, | 
| 2. He was authorized onely 20 ſpeaks of the Miracle 
| Wrought, 
| 3+. He was authorized but to ſpeak his experiences to 
'bu own hoaſe, 
| 4. Hepubliſhed it further, Afar-9. 20. But be had no 
ſuch Commiſſion from Chriſt, 
| Further they objeR. 

The Samaritane woman Preached, ) 0.4.28. And many 
believed, v. 39. 

An. 1.1f this holds for our Brethren women may preach, 
bk There was no conſtituted church nor ordinary prea- 
EDEers. ; 

3. She did but occafonly declare one point of the Gol- 
pel. Eat we read that obo houſe of Stephanus ordained 
themſelves , to the miniftry of the Saints , therefore we 
may ds ſor : 
| An, This argument I find anſwered by diverſe, take 

the anſwers given toit ſhortly. 

1. Many underſtand by the Miniſtry of the Saints there 
muniſtring to the poor : which is lo called 2 Cor. 8, 
4. 2 Cor. 9. 12. thus Gilleſþy, and Aretine. 

2. Others ſay, by their ordaining themſelves is meant 
no more;then that they gave wp themſelves to it,and 
deſired the of fice of theiy own accord,as 1 lim.3.1. 
and Ifaiab {aid Iſai. 6 8. here aw 1, ſend we , fo 
Zanchjus , yet they were ſen after this , as Zan- 
chy argues. 

3.Cyprian ſaith: Novatianu inEccle fig nec Epiſcopus oft, 


H abere | 
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Habere namque aut tenere Eccleſiam nullo modo poteſt | 
qui ordinat us in eccleſia non eſt , Cypr. Epilt. that is, 

Novation is no Biſhop, nor to be fo lookt upon, who 
contemning the Evangelical, and Apeſtolrcal tradition | 
(ſacceeding none) hath ordained himielte ; for none can 
have or hold a Church ,who is not ordained in the 
Church; this was the judgement of the primitive Chur- 
ches concerning thoſe that are ſelfe ordained preachers : 
But I haſten to an end, One objeRion I have ſlipt, 1 wil 
take it up at lalt, 

A laſt inſtance isthat of Pau! As 9. and Barnabas, ' 
&c.If Pani and Barnabas before they were ordained prea- 
ched, then gifted perſons may without orgination,—— 
Nego OR 

1. Paul had an extraordinary Commiſſion,he and Bar« 
nabas too were Apoſtles, and needed not ordinary ordi- 
nation, At: 9.15. 

2. Afts9. 17. Paul was filled with the holy Ghoſt be- 
fore he preached, we ſuppoſe all gified brethren are not ſo, 

3. Paul and Barnabas were afterwards ordained, | 
Alts 13+3,4- Theſe are ali the inſtances they have from 
Scripture preſidents. 1 come to the third head of argu-! 
mentsdrawn, 4 pars ratione, (0 they have two or three 
inſtances. | 

If probationers,ſuch as intend the miniſtry may preach, 
then gified brethren may preach,but we confeſs they ſay | 
| that ſuch as intend the miniſtry may preach a while to a 
Church to exerciſe and try their gifts, This they think is 
argumentuw ad bomines, the ſtrength of it lies in this, 
becauſe ſuch expeZans before they are ordained are no. 
morethen gifted brethrew , and what they may lawfully | 
do,by the ſame reaſon others that are of the ſame ranke 
with them may do. But I an{wer, | 
* . + This is ont of the queſtion, I excepted againlt jt at 

- 2+ T here s not the like reaſon, for the {cripture com- | 
| | mands, 


Od. 13. 


Sol. 


dig. I, 


Sol, Is 


{ 


De Right, 
p.281.395- 


Arg.2, 


Sol. 


Due Right. 
P.305. 


Arg. z. 


Fid.Kutheriord 


Vid.Rutherford 
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mands,that they ſhould be 6r/f proved, and then tried, 
.and that hands (ſhould not be /aid «x them ſuddenly, now 
to this end their preaching is neceſlary. 

3. T hey (how/d not preach ordinarily without approbation. 
4. They are ſuch as have ſet apart themſelves wholly to 
that work, and defire the office, and being approved 
by the Presbytery, onely preach for therr tryall, till 
they have a full approbation, and then be ordai- 

ned, where now 18 par ratio? 


that of fellowes of Colledges, thus they argue ; 
If a Batchelour of Arts,may common-place im a Colledge- 


| chappelythowgh not ordained,the agifted brother may law- 


| fully preach though not ordained, &c.the reaſon is,becauſe 
| till he be ſet apart,he is no more then a grfred perſon. 
But the Jlawfulneſs of the former, we confeſle they 
ſay——Ergo. Parti ratione, they will extract of us they 
think a confeſſion of the latter, But alas,the compariſon 
halts,and if we lay this gifted 6r01bey and Colledg- feliow 
and their a&s together, we (hall ſee it, 
| I I never knew,that Common-placing call'd preaching. 
2. Neither is it in the thing ſo ,. but a meere ſcholaſtick 
Exerciſe, 
3. Neither u it done in a conſtitated Charch,as an ordi- 
nance of God to them,but in the ſchools of learning 
4 Neither « it ordinarily done by any one nor ought ut to 
bedone on the Lords day in time appointed tor pub- 
like ordinances. 
5. Beſides ,it is done by them that intend the Miniſtry, for 


denary preaching of the Goſpel. 
G6. If any do it mwpon other account, or in any other way, 


or 10 any other eng, Let them ſpeak for themſelves,we 
| have nothing to ſay for them, 
A third argument they draw from this head, « peri ra- 
frone,is this: If a Mafter of a family may open ſcripture & 
| app! 


A Second inſtance they think to choke us with is, 


their probation and triall before they goout 10 an or-| 


| 


CCC 


| which arc brought from rationall grounds, and are net 
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apply it in bis family, and a private Chriſtian may exhort 
bu brother,then pari ra: tone,by the ſame reaſon they may 
dothe ſame afts ro many, if to five, then to ten, if to-ten 
then to twenty, if totwenty then to a hundred, it to a 
hundred then to a thouſand. 

Bnt this we deny, and the par ratio of it too; and to 
juſtifie our denyall we ſay : 

1. If there be a hundred in his family he may : but (e- 
condly, 

2. If they be out of hu family, be atts ont of his ſphere, 
he hath Gods command to teach hu brother privately, 
and to teach hu family, God hath call'd him to it,and he 
is in bis place, Devt.6.6, warrants himz Abraham was 
to teach his family, &c, But no Scripture warrants his 
doing the like to a Congregation, there is not the like 
Scripturall reaſon,though there ſeeme tobe the like car- 
nall reaſon. 

3+ It # one thing for Chriſtians to exhort one another, 
and axorher thing for them to preach to their families, and 
to preach one to another;he that preacheth doth it ex offi- 
cio ſpecialts delegations, by office,&c. as anaRt of office 


Sal. 


Vid P. Martyr. 
l10,6078.P-529. 


I7. 


Ibi1, 


with authority, the Preacher interprets the word, (faith 
M. Ratherford)the private perſon doth but uſe, accomodate. 
and apply the ſenſe & interpretation of the word to his alt. 
of admoniſhng, rebuking, comforting his brather,&c. _ 


V. d.Rithe: ford 
peaceable Plea, 


p.259,&c, 


I am now come to ipeak to the laſt ſort of arguments | 


argumenta ad hommens, but and upon their owne bot- 
nes though rotten ones in this caſe) 2r12.Carnall rea- 
on. 

Firſt, they argue from the end of Ordination: The end 
of it fay they, ts bur to publiſh the calling of a Miniſter ; 
-Ergo,fo he be publiſhed and cal'2,jt 5c no matter for 
Ordination.' pf) 


| Not too much haſt friends ! 
1.Ocdination is not a err pev(fiing of one tobe Mini« 
WORLDS 3 Oy 4its SQ fer 
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ſter,but it is the Ordinance of God for the conſtitation of 

ſuch an Officer as a Goſpell-preacher, it isthat without 
which he is no Goſpel]-preacher, though he may be a 
Goſpell- Chriſtian, and gitted too. 


2. If it were only a publiſhing one to be a Miniſter ; 


yet one conld not lawfully execute the office of a Mmnifter 
without it, for we mult keep Geds order, 3. This Argu- 
ment world have ſerved to have excuſed Untab, both for 
rowching the Ark aud carr)ing it on a Cart when he ſhow!d 
have carried it on hu ſhoulders, for which God ſmate him, 
I Chron. 13.10.ch.2.15. 2.12. 13.The end of that com- 
mand was as Numb. 4-14, 15.ch.7.9.Only that the Ark, 
ſhould be earryed reverently ; what matter whether it 
was carryed on a Cart, or on their Þ9#/ders. Whether 
they touched it or the Prieſts only, yet it is expreſly ſaid, 
-1 Chron.13, 10. 1 Chrox.15. 13. that for theſe two 
breaches of Geds order #zz4h died ; God will have his 
ends done by his.meanes and io bis order. It is a dange- 
rous thing for as, when God hath preſcribed us an order 
for his worſhip to make our ſelves wiſer then God, by 
arguing from carnal reaſon a necdleſnefſe of obſerving 
punCtilioes, as we thinke, which be hath commanded. 
Ihe Hebrewes ſay well ; Non eff minimums iota Le- 


is 4 quo non magni montes pendent, there is not the 


leaſt tittle ofthe Law, but is very weighty and confide- 
rable. 


Whatſoever ſubſtantiall af belongs to the making a Mi- 


xiſter, or is ſolemniz:ed in Ordination is done in Elettion, 
—Ergo thoſe that are eletted need no Ordination they are 
"Minilters. 


1, It is falſe to ſay,that whatſoever ſubſtantial aft be- 


longs to the making of a Miniſter, or is ſolemmnized in or- 
dination is done in Eleftion, T he m1ſſion of the Presbytery, 
is 4 Subſtantiall aft which muſt goe to make a Miniſter 
| of Chriſt, and this is not in Ele&ion. 

| 2. Suppoſe it were trac, that all /#bfantial att s are 


n= 


I — cc 
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| 


|in the peoples'Eleftion,it is talfe ; and nobetter then Peri» 


| of God; officers in his Church whom he bath authorized 
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wore in Eleftion ; yet inthe adminiſtring Ordinances of 
God, all cirenmftantiall at; are confiderable. 
3. Butit is a rotten diſtin&ion, todiſtinguiſh of ſub- 
frantiall and cirenmſtantiall als, in bufinefles relating to 
Gods worſhip, in which we muſt” have an eye to every 
tittle of Inſtitution; if any ſay all neceſſary aRs are done: 


rio prixcepii in Logick | | 

4. However, Gifts alone doe not qualifie;tor that is no 

aQ, neither ſubſtantiall nor otherwile. 

But ſaith another ; 

What vertue dve you think a Prieſts hands can have in 
them ? that the laying, on of them ſhould maks a Preacher, 
that they ſhould give authority ro preach the Gofpeli?what 
are they, what ts their At ? 

I. Thus, Prophane wretches and Apoſtates blaſpheme 
all the ordinances of Chriſt: what vertue is there,ſaith one, 
iu water,that the child ſhould be baprized?cannot you,if 
you have a mind to it, ſptinkle your childs face at home 
with water ? or what vertue is there in the bread and 
wine in the Lords Supper,tbat you ſhould make a buſines 
of cotiſcience to prepare your ſelves, &c? It is true,there 
18 no great Phyſicall vertze in any of theſe, ner inthe 
Preſbjters As ih Ordination; but they are all Gods Or- 
dinances,which be hath appointed for his worſhip ; and 
which without b/afphemy thon canſt not revile,nor with- 
out breach of Goſpell-daty negleR; the weight of theſe 
things lyes upon this,that they are Gods Ordinances,and 
who art thou that blaſphemeR ? 

2.Miniſters are but men,no more then ethers in their na- 
tural capacity,and ſubjeR to like infirmities;but in their 
minFeriall capacity,they are the ftewards of the myſteries 


to thoſe as z andto ſet apart others, they are betruſted 
from Chriſt with that power. 


67 
D fert Bleftio 
ab ordinatione, 
quia illa prece- 
dithec ſubſe- 
QuuU RYE. 
Vid.Zanch.in 
quart 58 Pr a- 
cpm 778, 


Sol, 
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Pretbytery and ordained by them, then preaching u at an 
end, for there are no Preſvyters to ordaine,but ſuch as have 
their authority thenſe/ves from Rome,: which 5 a falſe 
Charch, and none could have true ordination from it ; 0d 
therefore cannot give it to others. 

But to this Popiſh Argument, I ſhall ſpeake when I 
come to handle that queſtion; By whows Goſpell-preachers 
muſt be ſet apart, which I now haſten to» 


QUEST.-111, 


POTTERY _—— 
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| Queſt. [1 


V Vhether thoſe that are to be ſet apart for the 
work of ordinary preaching and diſhen- 
fing out the myſteries of God muſt be ſet 
apart by the Presbytery, that is, byotber 
Miniſters in Office. 


N the diſcuſſing of this 100,I (hall 
1 obſerve the ſame wry I 
obſerved in the former. 


< I: I ſhalltell you negatively, what 
SES] HIRE I contend not for, and truly ftate the 
| _ Queſtion, 


3. I ſhallprove the Affirmative. 

3. I ſhall auſwer objeHions, 

Firſt, the Queſtion reacherb not to caſes of neceſſity 
wher there can be ne preaching, if there be not aliberty 
granted for ſome to preach ordinarilytbatare not formal- 
ly ordained - As if a company of Chriſtians ſhould be by 
providence caſt amongſt Heathens by ſhipwracke, ha- 

ving nolawfully ordained Miniſters with them, nor ao 

Presbyters to ordain them. Doubtleſle, inſuch caſes 

ſomething may bee done that in other caſes is vot 

warrantadle, the people may ſet one of the Brethren 

(doubtleſſe) in ſuch x caſe apart by Feffing and Prayer ; 

or if they bave one Miniſter with them, and there bee 2 
_ ef ordaining more,doubtleſſe,he alone may lay 

his upon ſome ofthe ITY and appoint theta 


to 
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| 2+ The Queſtion teacheth not ſo far as-to call in queſti- 


—____ 


to the work. Jasſenins thinks that in ſuch caſes they 


Heteens Bur Poor and Raberfor ad the lt o- 
ber Divines yietdthe contraty. ford. x80 't 


on the lawfulnes of their Ordination,who were ordained: 
by Biſh-ps, with other Presbyters, without doubt their 
Ocdimacion.is valid,for thePrglates inthat AR afted but | 
as'a Presbyter, and his Ordination of Mioiſters was a 
Peesbyteriall AR. ab. 06% 

2.1he Queſtion is not,to whom Eleionar Calling of 
a Paſtor belongs,it is concerning Ordinatfon,viz.the (o- 
lemne ſettiog apart of himthit is choſe» and called by 
Faſting and Prayer and Impafition of hands, 

4: The Queſtionis not, Whether thoſe that ordain 8 
HMunifter muſt be the Prevhytery of thenexs Precintt or 
Claſſis, er all of the ſame is ? The diſtinion of 
Claſlis'is a buſinels of Order ; I know to ſaber man but 
will fay any competent number of lawful, ordained, fix- 


ed Miniſters, where-ever they dwel(j pprogerderd 
;may ordain a Miniſter , yet eF#gwft:neand Cyprian 
'us,it was the praQice of the: Church in thoſe times, to 
take Proximos Eprſcopos, the next Miniſters. So then the 
Queſtion is, - 

Queſt. To whow the work. of {#iting on: apart; by far 
ſting and prayer, &C. 40 the office of the Miniſtry belongs, 
whcther to the Civil Aagiftrate, or the whole Church, 
'of to a Biſhop or the Presbyters ? The: Propoſition I 
mainitain, is thus, 


cal ed, and Pjrorr(and ied.to the Othce of Miniſtry 
by Faſting,and Prayer, and Impolition af h 
to a Colgpany of lawfully 'ordained Miniſters ; I will 
prove it but by one Argument. | 

" Arg, Thi work belongs only to.thoſe who caw by Serip- 
rare Precepts or Preſidents bewarrawtedin the doing of it:- 


This none. will deny. But | 


at the work of ſetting ane apart that is choſen,and ; 
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| But a company of lawfully ordained Miniſters only 


can by Scripture Precepts or Preſidents be warranted in : 


doing of it, Ergo 
1. Let me prove that they are warranted. 
2. That others are not. | 
For the firſt, That they are warranted;See 17im9.4.14 


of the Preſbyrery. it is not by the laying on of the hands 
of the Civil Magiſtrate,nor yet by the laying on of the 
bands of the People, but of the Preſbytery, What is 
meant by Presbytery there, Authors generally agree, 
that it is Nomen Colletivam , © Colledive name, and 
ſignifies more than one Presbyter ; Tobe: ſure'the mul- 
titude cfBelecvers was never called thePresbytery,and 
the Civill Magiſtrate would think it a terme of diſho- 
nour,if we (hould expound it to be meant of them. 
Secondly, It you look both inthe't Tim. 5, 22:7 imo» 
thy is commanded to lay hands ſuddenly on no man, and 
Tir.1.y, Titw is left in Crete, that he might ordaine E/.- 
ders in every City. If the multitude of Beleevers might 
have done it, Tits might have gone away with Pas/; 


ago not the grft wh i in thee by Laying on of the hands | 7 


See Zarch,in 


todoit, therefore a (ingle Biſhop may do it. For firſt, 
It is not Evident there were any «thor Officers beſides Tis 
mothy and Titms., And befides, ſecondly, Timerby and 
the Preſdytery may be meant, though he alone be wenti- 
oned, So Paxl in one place tells him,that the gift was'in 
tum by the /azing en of bu hands, 2 Tim a.6.yet 1Tim. 
4+ 14. Paxls hands were not alone, bat there was the 
hands of the Presbytery too. 

Thirdly, Look into the pratice of the Apoſtles , by 
whom were Church- Officers ordained in thoſe daies,| 
Atts 6. 6; Altr 14. 23, Pani und Barneb a—ordained 
the Elders in every City. Now: we never read, that 
there wasany precept for the multitude 


nor will it folew,that becauſe T imothy and Tiras were 


of to 
ordain ; nor any preſident of it, as is wed notes, 
K 
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I comM-529, 
[See M. Ruther, 
Divine right, 
-I190, 

{Sce Zanchi, 
4+769. 

: Sul, 


| 


ichins Plez,, both by Maſter ick;ns, and Maſter Rutherford. 


' but I ſhallpare thay; for firſt, D. Seam» bath done itto | 


Vindicie: Minifterii Ervangelici. 


And toall theſe I might add the ement of all So- 
ber Divines, & of the Churches of Chriſt every where, 


my hands ; and ſecondly, Our Brethren will except 
againſt them as incompetent Judges. The Scripture is 
aneven witneſs betwixc us both ; and how that ſpeaks 
you have heard. I ſhould prove that none others are | 
warranted : but affirmanti incumbit probatio, I ſhall do] 
this in anſwering Objections which they. bring from 
Scripture, ' 

There are many Obje&ions t againſt this, and 
moſt of them are already anſwered by abler Pens. I ſhal 
do little more than colle& their anſwers and give you 
them together. 

The power of the Keyes is given to the emultitade of 
Beleevers, Now to-whons the Keyes belong, to them Or- 
dination belongs, &C. 

1, This is but a running into another Queſtion ,. to 
whom belong the power of the Keyes ? 

2. It ts generally denied that Chriſt gave the: Kiyes to 
any 4; beleevers to exercile it; nordoththat place, Mar. 
16.16,17,18.prove it. | 

Arg«2. The multitnde of Beleevers Ordained Matthi- 
as, At, 1.24,25,0c. To this M. Rutherford anſwers. 
1. It ws ſaid,the multitude choſe them , not that. they- 


of :Amioch,ver.i, andshey miniftred to the Lord, vere. 


ordained him. 

2% CMary war among fit then, ver, 14. but ſure ſhe did 
not make an Apoſtle too, 

3: Ver. 23. Thoſe words they appointed two are to be 
referred tothe Apoftles , as may eafily be colleRed by. 
comparing ver. 17,18;19,20,21,22. 

AR.13.3. The Church ordained Paul and Barnabas, 
I- This is Grats dif», it will bardly be proved. 
2,The Text ſaith,there were Prophets in the Church: 


and! 
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and te them the holy Ghoſt ſaid , Separate we Pal and 
Larnabas, and v. 3. When they had Fafted and Prajed, 
and laid their hands ou them, . 
| AR. 14. 23. The Apoſtles ordained Elders by the lift- 
ing up of the hands of the people ; the word ſignifies no 
more, as Beza, &c. 

1. That the word y4gorovicarls; in that place ſignifies 
no morethan the mecr-likting up of the peoples bands, 
to teſtifie their conſent, is ſpoken without proof. 

2. {ts certain;that it is generally wſed by Ecclefiaſti- 
call Writers for Impoſction of hands. Vide Scamans vin- 
dication, p. 35. Leigh, Critica Sacra in 'N. Teſt. - 

3+ Though Beza thinks otherwiſe, yet he "doth not de+ 
term:5ne it, nor give reaſons for his Judgementy you may 
ſee what learned M Seaman hath noted for the defence 
of Beza, Ibid.y6,77. | 

4- Laſtly, (ſaith; M. Rutherford) that place doth only 
prove, that Parl-and Barnab at ordained Elders with the 
conſent and ſwſfrage of 1be People : Which i3.our very 

rine. 

The Apoſtles bade the Church look, out ſeven men, 
Alts 6. 

7+ Right: Bat it follows,»-ow we may appoint over this 
baſineſs, we, [ not you..]- | 

2+ They /ooked them out,and choſe them, ver. 5. they 
ſet them before the Apeſiler, but the Apoſtles prayed and 

laid their hands on them. 

3- This is rigbt Preſoyrerian Doitrine , the Church 

(hall chuſe and preſent, the Pre:bytery ſhall ordaine. 
Cyprian gives the power ef Ordination to the Multi- 

tude, and fates, Plebs vel max ime poteFlarom habes , wel 

dignos Sacerdotes eligendi, vel indigno; recuſandiz That 

is, the Multitude have the chief power of chufiog. wer- 

thy Prieſts,and rejeQting:the unworthy. | 

I. If this were for our Brethrens tutn it would do them 
little geod;for we could ſay,Now fic fuit ab initio, cue 

w K lt, a : 


Arg.z. 
Sd, 


Arg. 5. 


Sal. 


———— 


—— 


Cy;yian.Ep 58. 
p.165,166, 


Numto,z5: 


—_—_ 
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anJ his Apolilesnever ſaid fo:: Chrilt is our rule,not Cy- 
prian.” But | 4 

2, Cyprian (aith nothing totherr purpoſe. The place 
whiych they quote I indeed find in'Cyprias, in his 68.Ep, 
Ad Clerum & Plebes in Hiſpevia, wherein he returns 


an an({wer to the Spaniſh Charch, writing to him for his 
Jaigement of what they had done for the caſting out of 
two {candalons Pricfts, Martalis and Baplidesim whoſe 
ſtead they had choſen Sabinus and Felix; wherein the 
Father approves the Fat, and ſhews the danger of a 
Churches recciving Ordinances from ſcandalous Mini» 
ſters, and therefore declares they had done wellin.oa- 
(ting outthote two ; ind then adds, quando ipft'maxime 
habeat poreſtatem, &c. That tothe hurch belongs 
the power of caſting out icandaloas Miniſters, and chu- 
fing others: But withall Cyprian goes on in the very next 
words expounding himſelf, Qzod & ipſam videmns, de 
divina authoritate deſcendere ut Sacerdoy 'plebe preſeme, 
ſub omninm ocalis delegatur , & dignia atque idonens 
pueblico judicio ac teſtemonio comprobetur, Saith he, we 
"have it from Divine Authority, that the Prieſt ſhould be 
choſen the Church being preſent, and that he be appro- 
ved of by their publike approbation and teſtimG6ny ; and 
he goeth on inſtancing in that of Nam. 20.25 ..where the 
Lord commands Moſes to take Aaron and Elrazar his 
Son, and to carry them to Mount-Hoy, and there in the 
preſence of the Congregation he was to ſtrip Aron of 
his Garments, and to'put them. \wpor Eleazar bis Son, 
ve. 27, Cyprian further expounds himſclt by that inftance 
Aits 6. where (ſaith be) the Apoſtles called together 
the Multitude,&c, So that it we will give Cyprian leave 
to expound himſelf, his meaning is no more than this : 
That in the choice of Paſtors to Congregations che Anl- 
titwde ſhould have as much to do', as they had in Numb. 
20 27-and 4&4. 5,6, And I pray,what-was that? 3ſs- 


[ſer was to make Eleaxer hisPriet inche preſence of the 
whole! 


Re 


| whole Congregation: And, 4its.6 the Maltitade-chole 
yy 


| [the People. be to put Aaron Garment on Eleazar ? We 


| 
| 
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| _—_— 


out ſeven, and ſet them before the Applies wh 

| .... But neither of ri PE near the buſineſs in-hand ; 
we willingly yield, 1+, That Ocgination ſhould+be pre- 
/ente plebe,1n the preſence of the whole Church ; that 
us Moſes put AaronsGarments on Eleaz.ar in the fight of 
che Congregation : So..the Pregbytery ſhould-lay their 
hands on che Miniſter ,, and oxdarn him preſenroplebe;jn 
the preſence of the Church ; The queſtion is, whether 


grant they ſhould be there when it is put 0n.2. We graft 
that the Multitude 1s to look out for theirMiniſter, whom 
the Presbyter ſhould, ordain, as A&#.6,4,5+ 3- That they 
ſhould preſent thean before the Pregbytery,this.is all Cy- 
prian layes. Qur queſtion is, when all this is done, who 
muſt do that AR web the Apolltles did 2 484.6; 6.Ser the 
Officer apart by Prajer and Faſting , and Inzoſorivs of 
hands, Cyprian never ſaid the People + do/this ; 
nay,mark & little further what he laith-in'tde(lame-Epi- 
ſtle\Propter qued wp. Fama (r4d13/0ne diving & Ape- 
ftolicaobſervatione 0bſervandan et ac tenendum; quod 
apnd no; quogue & fere per Pravincias #niverſas teurtuy, 
wt ad ordinationes rite celebrandas, ad cam piebens onjli 


1 


See Pamelii 
Annotat in Cyp, 
Ep.n. 106.p. | 
163. b, 


prepoitus 0rdingawr Epiſcogi cjinſdeve' Provincia provimi 
quiſque conveniart, F. Epiſeepa: delegater plebe. prefen- 
te, que fingulorum vitem pleniſſime novit, & wnitts cn- 


juſque album de tj conver ſatione perſte xit,' hu 6. What 


be carefully held and obleryed,that tothe celebrating of 
an Orpetionnght ', all the neereſt Bi of the 
ſame Province ſhould meet together at that-Church to 
which. he is ta be ordained, & there the Biſhop orMini- 
ſter ſhalbe appointedin the preſence of the Charch, &c. 
And the ſame Cypriex in another placercils us ofa Bi- 
(hop made, 4 ſedecim corpiſcopiys bySixteen ether |Bi- 


(hops. I have beca a little, 


this vindication of 
Cyprian, 


was of Divine Tradition.and Apoſtolicallpragice muſt | 


Cypy. Ep. 5. 
P-1 O1,1, 
See St Aug, de 
bas re. l,7.204- 
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See M,Ruther, 
Divine Right, 
P. 197. 


Arg, 7. 


Sol. 


Arg.8, 
Sol, 
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Cyprian.vecauſe thoughT find it anſwered by others, yet 
I thought more-might be ſaid to ID in this 
than others bad yet taken notice of; andT ſe our 
Brethren will quote this place no more to jultific a po- 
pular Ordination. I go on'to another OvjeRion. 


hath power over another, therefore 'no Preibyteryhath 
power over another 'Church to ordaine them Mdini- 
ers, 
7. This is running into another Queſtion, Whether 
a Subordination or Churches be a peecc of Goſpel order 
or no. 

2. If the Paſtor of aChurch may not aft any att of bus 
Offcete any 4 _ Chmrch, wee would be faine ſa- 
tified how any Paſtor may adminiſter either of the Sa- 
craments toany that are not their own Members? that is 
an ARt of Office too. 

3. We beleeve that the Paſtor of one (burch mayper- 
form Alt; of Office #0 atty Church. h 
4- 4 Paſtor of a Charch joynes is Ordination of a Mi- 
nJter to another Church not us he us a Paſtor to ſuch 4 
Charch, bat as he is an Officer of Feſus Chriff,and a AHi- 
niſter of the Goſpel. 

If the Multitnde may do the greater At, (which i 
Eleftion) then they may perform Ordination which. © 
the leſs. 

ks is to advance our carnall reaſon agamſt Scrip- 
, ture Precepts and Preſidents ; They may do only what 
| Gods Word warrants them in doing. 

2. Ordination ts a greater At than El:ition, It was | 
the Apoſtles A& every where. 
| The Iſraclites laid their hands on the Leviter, 
Num.8.10. | 

I. Impofition of hands is then proved on all ſides, 

2, It is no Argument (which our brethren will allow 
of) to argue from the Order of the Tewiſh Churches to 


Ordination is a work of Church Power; now no Church | 


| 


the 


——_— 


— — 
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A— 


the order of Goſpel-Churches , our Brethren muſt pay no 
coine which they will not take, 

3+ Surely all the whole Congregation did not lay their 
bazd:r,then there were ſome that weretheir repreſenta- 
tives; bence is proved. a repreſentative Church, faith 
Mr. Rutherford. 

Their laſt, which is their Achi//ean Argument,is this, 
If it beneceſſary that thoſe that are lawfull Preachers, 
be lawfully ordained by a lawfull Preſbytery ; Thenit-will 
fotlow,that there can be now none /awfully Ordained ; for 
whence had they that Ordaine them their Ordination ? 
From the Biſhops, and they from Rome. Rome #& no (rus 
Chwrch, and bath no true Miniſtry , and thoſe that were 
not Minifters themſelves, conld not maks others. 

So that now we have no true Miniſters, none truly 
ordained, 

This Argument they think like the Sword of Goliath= 
None to it ; there is already ſo much ſpoke to it"that I 
can add no more,but only give you what others have ſaid 
I» This is the old Cloak that the Papiſts thought to 
have forced us back to Rowe by. But, 

2. If this Argument be good, I hope our Brethren 
willbeall baptized ag an : For, if they were no Alini- 
fters that Baptized them, their Baptiſme « null; if they 
were Miniſters, they bad as much to do to Ordaine as to 
Baptize, 

3. If this Argument be goo&, / boge our Brethren wil 
gather their Charches new again ; for what had a com 


make a Church and call Paſtors? b'/ 51 
4. Suppoſe the Reformers had no Ordination but the 
call of the People , it was a plain: cafe of neceſſity; and 
they had power doubtleſs ro reffore that Ordinance t 
the Church again. | C | 
5+ It is thought by manylearned. and.jadicious men, 


that though th _ of RomiſhPtieſts,as ry 


pany of unbaptized perſons to do to combines together 20 


Sce M. Ruther, 
Vivice Rights 


P» 199% 
Arg» 9, 


Sal. 


See Gilleſpy, 
Miſcel.queſt, 
p- 624 63, 
64, &c, 


= ———_—_—_—— — 
PX 


L.A 


| 24 


_ Seamens * be anullity, yet their Ordination tothe Office of Prea- 
Soo "9/4 ow Ching the Word, &c. is not 10. 
Divine Kate | 6+. Thoughthe Church of Ree bea falſe Church,ye? 
P.237,338, there may be ſomething in it true. 
| 7: The Prelates ordained not as 1rd Prelates, bat as 
| Presbjters with other Presbyters, 
Arg. I. But the Civill Magiſtrate is to ſend out Preachers ; 
' ſo Jebolophat ſent the Prixces to teach in the Cities of 
| Judab ; rhe Book of the Law was committed to the Civill 
| Magiſtrate : So onr refor ming Prixces ſent out (web as 
Sol,z, Pare gifted to preach, &e. 
| I+ Ihe Civill Magiſtrate is to take care that the Goſpel 
- Preached, but not to authorize any by Ordination to 
0 it, 
2, Tothe inſtance of Zeboſuphat I ſpake before. 

nr mp preg 3.The end of the mo w B ook bf the Law, was not 
that the Magiſtrate ſhould Preach owt of it , but, 1. That 
he ſhould lears ext of it. 2. That he ſhould commend 

See Zanch.in |##* Prieſts and Levites ro teachthe people out of it. 
4. ptzc. 791, | 4 Ihe Magiſtrate is to ſend owe Preachers, that is, to 
792793,%c, take Care they be ſent out by ſuch as are to Ordaine 


| V indicia Miniſterii Eyangelici. 


them. 
| 5. The Magiſtrate is to command them that Preach to 
preach the Geſpel of Chriſt truly z as the Kings of 1/7ae/ 
charged the Levites, 2 Chros. 19.9. | 

6, If I miſtake not, thus only did re/7giom Princes 
fend out ſuch arwere gifftd: or clic it was 2 caſe of ne= 
ceſſity, when the Church was to be new conltituted,be- 
ing altogether corrupted, and out of order. 

7+ The Magiſtrate is to command theſe that are in Of- 
fice do do their Office,and to reſtrain thoſe that do it not 
regwlarly to puniſh fuch as preach lies 1» the nawe of the 
Lord , but as it cannot be proved, that any Godly Magi- 
ſtrates in /-ae/ ordinarily made Prieſts or Levites ; ſo 
neither can it bo proved, that Chriſtian Magiſtrates un- 


| der the Goſpell can-make Preachers in Office by their 
miſſion. 0 | 


But: 


| 
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But Jehoſaphat, Hezokjah, and Nehemiah preached, 
2 Chro.19.6,9,10» 2. Chro.29 4,5.yet they were not Or- 
dained, 

To this Argument M, Rmtherford anſwers fully in his 
Divine Right, p. 28 4, 285. 

I. Theſe Sermons were all made in an extraordinary 
defeAtron of the Prieſts, 

2. They were Sermons of extraordinary inſtinit avd 
divine Impulſion, as they were Prophets. 

3+ Princes as Chrifians and gifted with learning ma 
oecaſionally, as the nurſing Fathers of the Church, upon 
ſome extraordinary exigent, as at the meeting of States, 
or the going out of an Army to Battell, make uſe of the 
Word of God to exhoit the people to Generall duties of 
Religion and Juſtice, &c. but what is this to ordinary 
Preaching, 

4 Nehemiah was « Prophet, and an Author of Ca- 
nonick Scripture ; yet (ſaith M. R#therford) we read not 
of bis Preaching at all. 

Theſe are the chief of the Arguments I meet with ; 
the Reader may {ce divers more produced and anſwer- 
ed in that Learned Rutherfords Divine Right of Presby- 
tery, p. 285, 256, 2387, &'s. I ſhall add no more to this 
third Queſtion. 

Whether thoſe that are ſet apart for the Ordinary 


Preaching of the Goſpell, muſt be ſet and 
ordained by the Presbytery. _— 


_— 


L 2 


Queſt. 


= 


See M.Ruthey, 
' Divine right, 
Po 285» 
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DTT ED LEE EE EET EEE! 
Queſt. IIIT. 


Whether it be neceſſary in the Ordaining of 
one tothe Office of the Miniſtry, that the 
perſon Ordained be Ordained by Impoſiti- 
on of hands, yea or no? 


ar Muſt confeſs I have in my own weak 
Judgment been more remils, as to the 

og neceiity of this Rite in a lawfull Or- 
A dination than now I ſee cauſe, or durſt 
# be ; and I cannot think that in an or- 
'See Brzaon - anÞ 2 deilyOrdination it can without Sin be 
AR.r4.23, . | omitted. jknow there have deen many eminent Divines 
See Pol. Syate, | that have been more remiſs in it, as Bez.a, Polanus, and 


., Aretins, Buchanus, Chemnitins,and diverſe others ; but 
Theol. . my * | they all ſpeak very tenderly of it,as that which was the 
| oc, 65, 30%: [rite uſed by Chriſt,andthe Apoſtes,and the Patriarchs, 


Ruod multis in | But withall,the moſt have been as zealous for it,as Peter 
_ fe wry | Martyr,loc.com.p.$28.B.E.D. i rwtagy chart FED rk 
cum aliig d both b 
a recept, 784, 785. Calvinas, Bucerns, quote y 
quam proben} | M.Seaman, p.87.Calv.Inſt1t 1.4.c.3.fet. 16. Wallens 1.2. 
wee probare poſe | Þ- 49, 50- ; 
| Ayman | But Autborities are worth little on either fide, I (hall 
* PIZC 789, lt ; 
*Calvin ing | rather glve you my realons 
I, wy "ISR _—_ {his was the Conſtant practice of the Apo- 
Conſtat au- (Hes; 48/6. 6. Af. 13. 4B. 14,23. 171m, 5,22. 
tem, 8c. fuit | x Tin 4.14. 2 Tim.1.6. they ordained thus,and I know 


lus, &c, 7 
. 


bic ſolennis ri- | no other Copies, I am ſure no better that we are ” wah ; 
OW. 1: 


| 2, Nay,ſecondly,T hey did not only 
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low. I know nothing can be anſwered to that Argu- 
ment, As the Apoſtles ordained Goſpel Preachers, ſo K 
owght to be ordained ; but they alwaies in their Ordinati- 
9ns made uſe of [mpoſition of hands. 
make uſe of it, but 
they expreſt the whole Ait of Ordination by it ; which 
ſhould argue it a material thing, x Tim, 5.22. 1 Tin. 4. 
14 Att; 14.23.2 Tim.1.6, | 

3- Inits relating to pno—_ it w dangerou not 
to keep cloſe-to owr Coppy.God malt give rules himſelf for 
his Houſe, and when we hve them we mult not judge 
them needleſs, and (ay the thing may be done without 


.| them 


4. Itis a Rite that bath much init. —— 

1, Cereos de officio reddebat ;Tt aſſured and ſealed up 
the Office,( ſaith Arerixs ) for by this ligne the party re- 
ceivesplenans docendi poteſtatem,a full power to preach, 
I wonder to read that, and find him within a few lines 
before call it /beya ceremonia,a tree ceremony. 

2. Saith- Arerims, it ſignifies, thatthe Miniſters ſuffi- 
ciency is from God; in whole name hands are laid wpon 
hins, 

3- It © a fign to thems of the Preſence of God with 
them, Pſal.139. 5, &c: they-are under the proteRting 
hand of God, 


if they do the Lords work negligently, /ſa.5-25+ 1 Keng, 


$79 Ezra 3-17,18, 


admoniſheth the Miniſter, that he is to take his Rules 
from Gog, his Orders'from him, God is to governe 
-him, &c, 

6. Polanus adds another reaſon, vis; That be that « 
Ordained might know he:was now given uy to the Lord, 
and to his Church. And | 


4- It isa ſign of Gods heavy hand will be upm them,,.| | 


A; 


ya 


See 4yer. Prob. 
Theol. l, 6s, 
p. 360,761, 
See Pol. Synt, 

« 2. Þ: $44, 


$. Saith Aretivs, Admonet Gubernationts divine, it 


, 


FS 
. 


" 7. Tharthe dignity of che Miniſtry meight be COmmens=- 
JOE L 3 ] dedi 


_—_————R/l. 


See Hier, Zane. 


' 1:4.786. 


See Buchan. . 
L oc. de miniſte. 
q- 40+ 


em MA 
a 


+ 
re 


i 


wy 4 


S:2e P.1, ib, 


S.c Zuth. ib. 


Avet Prob'em. 


Thea), loc. 6 Fs 


) S-e Dion. Acc 


p.29 


Chem l0c.cam. ? 


de Eccleſiny 
.133 b. 


x aut rr al de 
vnx.Paſfio,p.50. 


See Lorinus 
on AR 6 6, 


'N 2te that the 
Pajiſts gene- 
rally hold ita 


'Szcrament ; 


And M. Cults 
l.ainſtit.c. 3. 
hath {uch an 
opinion of ir, 


that in ſome 


ſence he con- 


| feflerh he 
could ſocall 
its 


| Puindicie Miniſterii Evangelici, 
| ded to the Church ; that the Church might look upon 


a is Vet us conſuetndo # Patriafeharum temporibus daita, 


him as one [et apart by God, and given, and ſent by God 
fo them, -_ 

8. [t was a ſignthat the Lord would give hin gifts of 
hu Spirit fit for has weork, : 

Concerning the ligniticancy of this right you may 
read more, Chemmit.loc com. de Eccleſia, £-137,138,139. 
[and Calv.l 4. Inftit.c.3.ſet#. 16, &c. 10. ſelt, 20, 

5- A fifth reaſon I havefor it,is the Generall praftice 
of the Churches of Chriſt in all Ages. Aretize tels us,it 


a Chriits obſervata, ab Apoſtolss Eccleſie reliita, & 
hod e uſurpata; an ancient Cultome oblerved by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, and the Patriarchs after them, and in 
ale in his time. It were endleſs to produce all the An-|. 
thorities might be produced. Chemnitize witnefleth, it 
was the practice of the Lutheran Churches. What was 
the Praftice of the 7ygarive Churches you may under- 


ſtand by Perer Martyr ; and what the Calvin ffs Judg- 
ments are in it you may know from what I have defore 


cited out of him : Itis poſſible ſome Churches might 
have a lower opipionof it, but [| ſay, The moſt of the 
Churches of Chriſt have conſtantly retained it. It were 
an eaſie matter to produce a cloud of Witneſſes ; But I 
ſuppole thoſe that are againſt me in this know , that all 
Antiquity (almoſt ) is againſt them. 

Let me therefore anſwer what ObjeRions they bave 
againſt the retaining of this Rite : which we bear was 
diligently praQtiſed by the Apoſtles, and retained by the 
Generalj of the Churches of Chriſt ſince, And I ſhall 
not ſpend much time, but refer the Reader to that judi- 
cious traFof D, Seaman, wherein he largely vindicates 
the uit of :b5 righe from the ObjeRions made againſt 
it. I willonly Anſwer one which I hear moſtly urged 
againſt it, 


The Apoſtles gave the holy Ghoſt by Ms of 
oh X ands, 


— 


_ _  — 
— 
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hands, if you can bring 4d Any Presbyters Can conferre the 


holy Ghoſt by laying on of their hands, we (hall ſubmit to 
an Impeſfition of hands. 

1,D.Seaman an{wers this Argument various ways,p.69, 

2. But if there be any ſence mit, it us this, that being 
the extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghoſt are ccaſedgther- 
fore this Rite is alſo ceaſed which was wont to be wſed in 
the giving of thole gitts. 

3. If this be all, by the ſame Argument, Pr.ying ſhould 
be ceaſed too,becaule AF. 8.17. Peter and John Prajed 
that they might rece;sve the Holy Ghoſt , and having 
Prajed, v.19. they laid their hands on them,and they re- 
ceived the Holy © hoſt;yea,and Baptiſmetoo,for 48.19. 
6. when they were Baptized they laid their hands on 
thens and they received the Holy Ghoſt, 

4. It is true,twice we read that the Apoſtles-laid their 
hands on ſome and they received the Holy Ghoſt, Ai.8. 


BE 


17. AF.19.6.yea,and athirdtime, At.9.15.But we can 
ſhew our Brethren an Ordinarios in which [nopoſirion of 
hands was uſedtothem that had received the H. Gholt, 
AR.14.3-.Pax! had received the Holy Ghoſt by the ins- 
poſition of Ananias hands, A 8.17.The ſeven that were: 
choſen were full of the H. Ghoſt before they were cho- 
ſen, 4#.6.5.yet the Apoltles ordaifted themto their Ot. | 
fice by inpoſption of bands, AF. 6. 6, Sothat it is plain 
thatthe Apoltles uled p94, KAT of hands iNOrdination- 
when thoſe that were ordained,yet did not receive the | 
Holy Ghoſt, fot they bad before received him. 

So that ogodr the Holy Ghalt be not now to be gi- 


" 


ven by the impolition of the bands of apy, yet this tv» | 


* [lemneright of Ordination is not tobe omitted by thole 


that make a conſcience of walking according to Apo- 
ſolical Rules and PraRices, for the Apoaltles themſelves 


did not omit it towards thole that bad before reccived 
the holy Gholt,nor can any without fin do it- 
There is yet one praRtical Queſtion more which I (hal 


Lu "—_ 


\ ſpeak to in a few words. - Queſt, 


I. 


ed 
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Sh ARA Arti 


Queſt. V. 


Whether (ſbriſtians' may lawfully hear ſuch 
preach as are not Miniſters, but meerely 
gifted perſons defiredto exerciſetheir gift? 
Whether they may attend without Sin upon 
ſuch Preaching negletting others lawfully 


on the preaching of ſuch unordained per- 
ſons as a publike Ordinance of God from 
which they may expett a bleſding for their 
ſoules * 


SJ Efore I ſhall poſitively determine this 
W127. Queſtion, I ſhall clear it from mi- 
gp ſtakes;to which purpoſe obſerve theſe 
7] things. 

| There isan hearing which i a natu- 
HF! rall ation, it is the aR of the Senfi- 
tive part of our Souls, with which we help our ſelves , 
thus a man hears a tale that *s told, and hears News in 
the Exchange : with this hearing a man ſerves himſelf, 
either for profit or pleaſure,hearing fach things as pleaſe 
bis Fancy, and tend to bis information in the affairs of 
the World 3 this is not the bearing ſpoken of ; but there 


% 
Y "= 


| 


| 


jou Hearing, which is our d»ty and homage to _ | 


Ordained? And whether they can look up-| 


_ 


wth. ——————— 
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God, an 


— 


God hath faid, Hear and your ſouls ſhall live,» Iſay 5 3. 
as Chriſt muſt be heard. / will ra;ſe you np 4 Shy $4 aith 
God, him ſhall you bear, Thus Chriſt bids his Diſciples 
Heay them which fit in Moſes bis Chair, The Queſtion 
is concerning this,»hether « Chriſtian in hearing agifted 
Brother (that is not ordained) payes his homage of bea- 
ring to God ? Whether he may hear him upon that ac- 
count, that Faith may be wrought in bus ſonl, which 
comes by Hearing, Rom. 10.17. 

It ts one thing for Chriſtians to go to hear ſuch when 
they can hear none elſe, in (uch caſes you 'bave heard | 
they may preach, and we may hear : But jt is a»other 
thing when Miniſters preach in the time of thoſe publikg 
-Ordinances,when Chriftians may be there to hear them, 
to 9 time in hearing thole that are net ſent of God, 
and in the mean time negled& the liſtning to thoſe that 
are ſent ” him ; this is a Contempt of the Ordinance of 
a profaning of his holy Day. 

There t adifference betwixt hearing one preach that 
5 not ordained, when he preacheth for triall to a Church, 
that he may be approved thus you have heard they may 
preach ; and another thing, t9 hear ſuch as are runners 
and net ſext,xor deſired to be ſent,otherwile than by their 
own Naturall [»clinatiox and Pride. 

It is onethiog to do this /ynorartly, and in Simplici- 
ty of heart, when Chriſtians do not know but ſach a ene 
whom they hear is lawfully ordained, and avorhey thing 
for Chriſtians to do it preſamprnonſly and wantonly,when 
they do know he is not ordained, and yet will venture 
to ſatishe their itching Ears, and to fulfill the wanton 
deſiregof their corrupt hearts, 

Having premiſed theſe things, the Poſition which 1 
ſhall maintain is this, 


That it u finfull and unlawful for any Chriſtians on the 
Lords daies, or at any other t111es, when they may attend 


wpon the preaching of Mnifters in Office, and in [ach | 
UM places 


Pof. 


— 


FINE 


82 


Arg.1. 


1c,24,9.1, 


C, 33-0444 


See Baines ad 
loc. 


Amts 4'h book 
of Conleience, 
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places where there are lawfully ſemt Miniſters, to ſpend 
their time in going 10 bear gifted mennot ſem, and ordain 
preaching, opening, and applying Scriptures, and wo lefſe 
than a Contempt of the Lord Jeſus Chrift, This I hall 
endeayour to makegood by theſe Arguments : 

It is the duty of all conſcientions Chriſtians to ſet them- 
ſelves under ſome particular Minifter as their Paftor,and 
to bear them conftamtly,this isGods Ordinance, D, Ames 
proves, that it is the duty of all Chriſtians to ſer them- 
felvrs under ſome Paftor,and to joyn in a Church, 

1+ Becauſe of Gods [nrſtiturion, Mat, 13. 17. 

2, The Flock wa/t 6: nnder an overſight, «At.18.23. 
A. 20. 28.1f we'be of the Flock of Chriſt we mult 
have a Shepheard-who (hall feed us in Chriſts ſtead. 

3+ Forour perfeftion and edification,to which end Pa- 
ftors were given, Eph. 4.11,14. - 


Ames ib.Þ,95. 


Now theſe Paſtors are to-preach conſtantly ; ſo ſaith 
the Apoſtle to T immothy, Preach, be inſtant in ſinſon and 
out of ſeafon;$c and Ait;20,20.xſpecially on the Lords | 
day they ſhouldnot omit'to preach forenoon and after- 
noone : Paul'ipreached all that day. A2. 20, yp. D. Ames 
notes, That to the $S antt:fication of that day , exerc:fes of 
publike worſhip in a Church well conſtituted, and enjoying 
her liberty,onght to be held forth before and afrernoon,and 
doubtleſs,the practice is irregular of ſuchas are Paſtors, 


who(if they be able Jnegle& preaching the whole Sav- 
bath-yponany account whatſoever. 

Now ut the duty'of Private Chriſtians who have ſet 
themſelves wnder Paſt 05 mot to neglelt them when they 
& preavh. For 

I. To what purpoſe elſe made theycheire of him ? 

2. Het hath aparticular over-ſight over them , eAtt. 
20.28, 1 Pet.5.2, 1 Theſ.5.12, Heb«13.,17,24. 
2.Chriftians ownPaſtors have a more «ſpecral diſpenſation 
of the'Grave of God given them to them-ward. 'Bph.g.2-' 
This is M. Baines his note on the place, and ((aith he } 


1 


LE — 


Q—— 
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jf this were well conſidered it would cure inus,— That 
affeft ation of the confluence of ſtrangers when our hearts do 
wot ſo fervently embrace our own,&c.and p.352.1t ſhould, 
{aith he, [»/irutt people to depend efpecially on theſe who 
are ſet over them,for thoſe are they who are furniſhed from 


God in an eminent manner with grace towards them, they 


are fooliſh Pigeons that know not their own Lockers , aud 


| fooliſh ſheep that know not thety Shepheards voice,and fos- 
liſh people that know not their Miſter. 

4. A Paſters more eſpecial tie 10 bus own flock then ane» 
ther, At.20.28 argues, that they are more eſpecially tied 
to him, he is appointed to feed them. 

Now then lay theſe together, 

Private gifted Brethren not ordained arenoPaſtors in 

Office (that you have heard) it is the duty of all Chri- 

{tjans to put themſelves under the care of one Paſtor or 

other, for God hathnot any where approved of any Ya- | 
grant Chriſtians, . This Paſtor is. conſtantly upon the 

Lords day to preach before & after Noon; (it he beable) 

they are tyed 1n- conſcience to hear him rather than any 

other : and it follows, that it is (in in-them at theſe 


times to hear, 1.Sxch ordinarily as arent their Paſtors: 
2.Such as are no Paſtors at all, but ſelf-created Prea» 
chers, {o as to neglect their Paſtors: But I ſappoſe this 
will be anſwered. 

That the liberty pleaded for is not in the time when 
their own Paſtors preach, but when they do not , cither 
not being able to preach twice on theLordg day,or ſome 
other occaſions intervene; | 

That then it ſcemes it 1s as-{awfhl for Chriſtians to hear 
Lifted brethren as any except their own Paſtors, 
It will be requiſite therefore that, 1. Having made my 


proof thus far, That it is net lawfull: f, 
have cboſe themſelves Paſtors, and ſet themſelues. dams 
under thin (25 all-Chriltians (hoald-do:) when their Pas 


: far Chriſtians that | 


ftors, (who are properly to-feedthem., and watch over 
M 2 their 


1 Pert.5.2,3, 


Is 


EN 


Arg. 2, 


quid ita ? Ke, 
Pareus ad loc, 


Fs 


2, 


Apoſtolas bic 


Duaſidicat | 
nou poterint, | 


diſſerit de Or- 
ganis fide 
ſala! is adults» 
rum & quidem 
ordinarslsgqui- 
bus uti neceſſe 
eſt, quicunque 
ſaluem affe- 
fant. 

| »»- Neque enim 
Deus gratiam 
[uam mediis ita 
adſtriaxit quin 
abſque ill uy con- 
ferre eam poſſit 
quibus velit. 
Px (us in debiis 
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their ſouls) preach, ro negleft them, to go to-hear them 
that ave not their Paſtors,&c, I-\hall by my other Argus |. 
ments prove, 

T hat (put the caſe) that your own Paftors do not preach 
at that time,et if you be in places,aud it be at atime when 
you may conveniently hear other Preachers ſent, you can- 
wot lawfully,e ſpecially on the Lords day,hear thoſe that are 
not ſent but moerly have gifts, 8c, 

I prove it by that place, Row.10.15. How ſhall they be- 
leeve on him of whom they have not heard , and how ſhall 
they hear without a Preacher, and how ſhall they preach 
except they be ſent. 

The Apoliles imerrogationis a plain Negation, and 
as much as it he ſhould !ay , They canner beleeve on him 
of whom they have not heard, and they cannet hear with- 
out a Preacher, and non? can preach tothems except they 
be ſemt, This is plain in that Text, That thoſe that go to 
hear, as hearing ts an att of worſhip , muſt go to this in- 
tent, that they might beleeve, Every Chriſtian ſhould 
hear to this end that he might beleeve. Secondly, Thus 
they cannot bear without a Preacher, wwevocoyrC-, with- 
outan Herald ; the very word ſignifies one in Office, a 
Preacher, it is-poſſible that the Lord who is not tyed to 
the-ordinary means may create Faith in the foul other- 
wiſe, but Preaching of Miniſters in Office is Gods or di- 
nary means. Waldus the Father of the Waldenſes reports 
that he was converted by ſeeing one dye ſuddenly , but 
none will therefore ſay, that ſudden deaths are the Or- 
dinance of God to converts ſouls; it is poſſible , that 
fomtimes by private Chriſtians conference,@&c. a Chri. 
ftian may be converted, but the ordinary means of con- 
verting iouls is authoritative Preaching. How ſhall they 
hear without a Preacher ? why, a man may hear a Tale 
that is told by his Neighbour without a Preacher ; but 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of ſuch an hearing as ſhould beget 
Faith , and by which Faith is ordinarily begotten —_ 
| oul..!. 


ad Rom. 10.14, 


NE EIT 


— es. 
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#t ſoul. Such an heariag as a man may go ont to with ſo- 
5g lemne Preparation and ſerious expeFFation that God 
ſhould begin and encreaſe faith in his ſoul by, Now thus 
| none can hear without a Preacher ; and it followes, 
None can preach except they be ſemt;,what ſending is ther 
meant you heard before atlarge,t@ be ſureſomthing elle 
| is-meant beſides gifts, and a defire of the Church; for 
the Apoſtle preſently inſtanceth in the Apof/es, who be- 

fides their inward gifts, were ſext, as you heard before ; 
and they had not the call of the people neither, therfore 


ſion, ſome of them extraordinary, ſome ordinary too, as 
Paxl,8c. The reſult of the Argument is this : 

It ts finfull for Chriſtians to gooxt to hear Gods word 
from ſuch as are not appointed by God to Preach for the 
begetting faith in the Soul, when they may hear ſuch as 
® are appointed by God for the begetting and encreaſong 

Faith. \ 

The reaſon is plain, becauſe they either make void 
the end of hearing, or go about to obtain it that way by 
which it ordinarily cannot be attained, 

The End of hearing is not to ſatisfie an itching Ear, 
but that Faith may be wrought inthy ſoul and encreaſt;- 
Now if thou goelt to hear apon any other account thon | 
ſinneſt. And in hearing thoſe that are not ordained and 
ſent, thou either negleReſt this\End, and ſo mockeſt | 
God in his Ordinance ; or, | 
Thow goreft abont to obtaine this End by meant which | 
God never appointed ; for God never appointed perſons 
meerly gifted to preach, and authorized them to 'be his- 
inſtrumentsfor the ordinary begetting and encreafing 
Faith, Now jt is fin and preſumption to thy foul to neg>- | 
le& ordinary means, and expe ametcy'in an 6xtraor- | 
dinary way; and [ dare fsy that God: never yet wrought 
upon any ſout in'an extraordinary way, at atice when it 
wiltully negleRed his ordinary means ; many fouls have, 
becn 


C— 


that could not be the ſending meant, but they had a mi(- | 


Arg 4+ 


| Arg. 5+ 


Arp, $- ; 


Certum eſt ex 
wuerboDei nemi-/ 
mem in Eccleſia 
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enough, 

But thoſe that in the neg lebt of thoſe that are authori- 
244, aud ſent, and agpeinted to preach , go ts hear ſuch 
4s Are not ſo ſent and appointed, ſo hear that they eannot 
pray in fauh for a bleſſing #pon- what they hear. This is 
clear , for we can pray-19 faith for nothing for which 
we havEuot apromiſe. But ſhew me one promiſe in all 
the Book of Gai where God hath cogaged himſelf to 
follow the labours of thoſe that break his Order, and run 
before they are ſent with his bleſſing ? if there be nove, 
thou canſt not pray tor a bleſſing upon them tothy ſoul, 
&pray inFaith, tor the Premiſe is the objeR. of thy Faith 


|  Ininſtituted worſpip what 1s nat commanded or warran- 


ted by example is ſinful: But hearing us inſtituted warſhip, 
that none will deny ; and the hearing of ſuch as are not 
ſent ts not warranted either by Scripture Precept or preſs- 
dent, ——£rgo Itis finfall, : 

For Preſidents,the Scripture hath not one as you have 
heard,but choſe that preached,either were (uch as had an 
extraordinary or ordinary miſſion. 


For Precepts we have not any , the Sheep hear the 
Shepheards veice, Foh.18.1. The people were to hear 
Timothy, 1T ins. 4- 16. The Gentiles were to hear Pax/, 
As 15.7. The Scribes and Tharsſees were tobe heard, 
Mat 23 ,3.but it was becauſe they ſate inMeoſes ſeat,v.2, 
Maſes and the Prophets werets be beard, 4441-16. 31, 
But for hearing of every one that bath gifts, there-is not 


« 


. | the leaſt ward for ite. Nay, 
I If { miſbaks nat we are communded. not to hear them, 


Tex,23-16-: Thm ſaith the Godeff boſs. Haarken not to 
i he Praphots that prophecy nnte you, they makg: you 941M, 
they ſpeak.a vifien of their o0mn hearts, aud vor ont of the 


| 
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mouth of the Lord; now look v.2r.who FE Prophets 
are,, Thaye yot Jews theſe Prophers, yet they ran, Thave 
not ſpoken to theme, yet they 
| ſuch as ſajd, { have dreamed, I have dreamed, we have 
revelations, revelations, &c. See the like, Fer. 27.14, 15. 
It is certain, faith Chemmitins, froth the Word of God, 
that none is to be heard" in the Chonrch'who is not law- 
fally called, cither immediately or mediately, ye, oe 
he, Churches onght not, and cannot With any denefit to 
| their ſouls fifdr ſuch as have not the tokens of an order- 
ly Calling — | | 
F tg. Por Chriſtians unneceſſarily to run their 
ſawls upon temptations, and out of the promiſe of Gods 
bleſſing ts fufall aud #rtawf#l. This none will deny, 
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But now for Chriſtians to ſpend their time in hearing 
ſuch as are meerly gifted perſons,and have nothing to doto 
each , when they may better ſpend it in hearmg ſuch as 
are ſert with anthority,is for Chriſtians to yun out of Gods 
bleſſings,and #por temptation, This I ſhall eaſily prove, 

1. They run out of Gods bleſſing for there is no promiſe 
made by God to ſuch preachers or hearers, but on the 
contrary,theſe that run before they are ſent are threatned 

2. They run upou temptations; This I ſhall make ont to 
you by confidering two things : 

1. Thoſe at any time'that leave Gods ordinary means, 
and take ſuch as are extraordinary, both tempt God, and 
ran upon temptations themſelves : now that preaching of 
ſuch as are ſent is the ordinary means of converting 
Souls, I have ſhewed you from, Row. J@. 14,15: 

But ſecondly, There can ſcarce be mftarces produced 
of any that went abont this work, not orderly ſent, but the 
Lord lefe them to their own Hearts that they prophecied 


liet in the nannt of the Lord, arid weie notorious falſe rea- 


— 


prophecied ; v. 25. they were| 
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chers, though men of eminent parts - The firft-we read 
of were the Prophets, Fer 23.2 x, they ran before they 
were ſent, v.25. they propheried Ties inthe name of 


ee 


the \ ; 
_ Lord- & | fy. 


hl 


Arg. 6, 


ſound profeſſors before, but are tainted,cither with Az- 
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Lora, yea,the deocits.of their own heart. It is not. idly 

conjectured by many, that the Lord gave up Or:gento 
erre ſo many waies as he did, for this negle&, of under- 
taking the work of ordinary preaching out of Gods or- 
der; tor Novatian (who Cyprian (aith ordain'd himſelf ) 
the Learned know his groſs Hereſies. The Axabapriſts 


* Germany were ſclt-ordained- Preachers too, how 
many deteſtable doQrines they embraced, any one that 
reads Bullinger, Sleydan,&c. will ſee.Our time is full of 
theſe men, and where is almoſt any of them , though 


minan,or Popiſh,or Antinomian, or Anabaptifticall Te- 
pets,and thole that live longer wil ſee it every day more 
and more.Nor are there wanting many thouſand tad in- 
ſtances in our daies, of perſons that ſeemed Profeſſors, 
yea, and zealous Profeſſors,that have ſuckt ih Principles 
ot Apoſtacy, both from truth and hohineſs , from theſe 
Preachers whoſe word eats as doth a Canker, ( ſaith the 
Apoſtle ) | 

For Chriſtians to partake of other mens ſins, and en- 
courage them in ſinning, ts ſinfull and unlawful, Rev.18.4, 
Eph. 5.7. But for Chriſtians to hear thoſe that are not 
ſent, ts 10 partakg of their (ins, and to encourage thew in 
funing.—Ergo- This isplain, for I bave alrcady pro- 
ved, that it is fin in them ſo to preach. Now preaching 
and hearing are Relatives, I partake of their fin im hea- 
ring wilfutly , thoſe that know fin in preaching, His 
preaching is a ſ»,and ſo a work of darkneſs, with which 
I ewght to have pa fellowſhip, Ephe.5.11, 

Belides, ſuch Chriſtians Encourage them in preaching, 
(andſo in ſinning ie being their fin ro preach: For if they 
had no hearers they would not preach long to the walls, 
itching Ears of hearers feed the itching humours of 
theſe Preachers 7 

I ſhall only adde one Caution, which I forgat before, 
vis, Though Impoſition of hands be a Rite which was 
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continually uſed by the Apoſtles and Evangelilts, and the 
Primitive Churches ; upon which accoant I conceive it | 
cannot without fin be omitted in him that deſires rhe Of- 
fice of a Biſhop,( Apoltolicall practice being of the nature 
of a Goſpell-injunRtion to us,as in caſe of the aiteration 
of the Sabbath.) 

Yer if one hath given up himſelfe to the worke of the 
Miailtry,and be called by a Church, and.examined, pro» 
ved, tried and approved, and then iolemnly ict apart to 
the work by the falting and prayer of the Preſbytery, in 
the preſence of the Congregation,though he hath not/in 
his Ordination ſuch impsſfrion of hands,cither in regard 
the Church wſeth not that right, or in regard of ſome 
Scruples in his ewne breaſt þ. it 3 yet I dare not lay, /t 
is unlawful to heare ſuch a one preach, for the maine re- 
quilite in Ordination is a Solemne ſetting apart of the per- 
ſon by faſting and prayer of the Pre ſbjtery, in the preſence | 
of a Church ; yetto take away this ſcruple from Chriſti. 
ans, it were to be deſfired,that thoſe that defire the Office 
'sf Mivifters would conſider what they doe in flighting 
that Apoiolicall Ritegand conſider bow ill they can pre- 
tend conſcience in a thing for which they have not the 
_ of Scripture that can be an occaſion of ſcruple 
cotnem, 


